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It was a muggy, grey spring day 
on the Beirut seafront and the 
first rumble sounded like the 
last of the winter storms* a 
bleak coughing sound high 
above us. It was only when the 
stroDers on the Cornkhe began 
staring skywards that I noticed 
the black and white puffe of anti- 
W aircraft fire speckling the clouds 
and the tiny, mosquito-sized 
helicopters racing far out along 
the wave-line. After almost 14 
years, the Israelis had returned 
to Beirut with a vengeance. 

Almost before we bad seen 
them, two of the helicopters - 
American-made Apaches - 
turned over the seafront and 
there was a sullen pop-popping 
sound like a toy gun and two 
small puffs of white smoke ris- 
ing from the southern suburbs 
of Beirut - the canyons of high- 
rise apartment blocks and nar- 
row streets in which many of the 
HIzbollah leadership five.Theii 
target, the Israelis would claim 
later, was the “operational 
nerve-centre” of the Hizbollah 
- although the organisation's 
headquarters later emerged ap- 
parently untouched. 

There were few Lebanese 
Mho did not believe that Mr Shi- 
mon Peres’ battle to convince 
Israeli electois on 29 May that 
be can strike at what he calls “Is- 
lamic terror 1 ' lay behind the ap- 
pearance of those helicopters 
over Beirut Mounting casual- 



Robert Fisk, 

Foreign 

Reporter of the 
Year, in Beirut 
on the day 
the Israelis 
struck back 
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ties among Israel’s occupation 
troops in southern Lebanon 
and repeated Hizbollah missile 
retaliation on Galilee for the Is- 
raeli shelling of civilians inside 
Lebanon meant that the “red 
line" which had for so long re- 
strained the Israelis from at- 
tacking Beirut would almost 
certainly be crossed. 

Yet when it was crossed, it 
took less than a minute for 
Beini to melt back into the 
wartime nightmare that so 
many Lebanese thought had 
ended. Panic-stricken motorists, 
their headlights blazing, their 
hands damped on the horn. 


blasted their way through the 
traffic jams. An ambulance, ca- 
reering from side to side and up 
on to the pavement, siren 
screaming, swept past us with a 
carload of armed men behind 
it In the Sahel hospital, a young 
man with his free bathed in 
blood was surrounded by tele- 
vision crews. “I was walking in 
the street and all I remember 
is a flash and then I found my- 
self covered in blood,” he said. 

And the gunmen were back 
in the southern suburbs, 
bearded Hizbollah men with 
American M-16 rifles and rock- 
et-propelled grenades, kitted 
out in webbing and camou- 
flage jackets and captured 
Israeli helmets. Even the 
Lebanese radios reverted to 
their wartime role of endless 
news bulletins interspersed with 
the haunting laments of Fairuz, 
that most famous of Lebanese 
singers, whose voice is forever 
linked to the horror of the 16- 
year conflict that was supposed 
to have ended. 

The news was all bad* a 27- 
year old woman killed in her car 
by a missile-firing helicopter 
near the Jiye power station, 
south of Beirut; a civilian lolled 
in an airraid in the inland town 
of Nabatea; a 60-year-old man 



One of those injured in the Israeli raid on Beirut ‘s southern suburbs yesterday is carried 


for medical treatment Photograph: BBC News 


cut down by the Beirut rockets. 
The raids were in retaliation, 
said the bulletins, for the 
Katyusha attacks on -Israel, 
wfrich, were retaliation for 
the Jafiiog of a 14-year-old 
Lebanese boy, which might 
have been retaliation for a sui- 
cide bombing against Israeli 
troops, which was retaliation 
for... It was like listening to The 
House that Jack Built 
When 1 called an old friend 
on his mobile telephone in the 


southern dtyoffyre, he just had 
time to tell me that Israeli 
Apache and Huey helicopters 
were hovering over the city. 
“They're mounting mobile 
checkpoints in the air,” he said. 
“They’re watching everything 
that moves.” Then die line 
went dead The lines went dead 
all over Lebanon, just like the 
peace of Beirut that expired yes- 
terday morning. By early after- 
noon, it was turning into a 
ghost city, its streets largely 


deserted its shops dosed its 
restaurants empty. 

When I drove into the south- 
ern suburbs at dusk, the only 
men standing on the street cor- 
ners were armed The Hizbol- 
lah’ s green-painted central 
offices -supposedly the “nerve- 
centre” which the Israelis said 
they had attacked - stood ap- 
parently unharmed. But in a 
dingy office where a Donald 
Dude cartoon was playing on a 
miniature television on the side- 


board a bearded man close to 
the Hizbollah announced qui- 
etly to me that the Israelis had 
crossed a red line. When the Is- 
raelis killed civilians, the 
Hizbollah always- fired back 
into Israel, he said. He blamed 
the Israelis for the death of a 
boy in Bradchit village at the 
weekend 

“But there is a balance of ter- 
ror now," the man went on. 
“The Israelis used to hold the 
balance. Now the balance is 


shifting to the resistance. Hit- 
ting civilians is crossing a red 
line for our resistance forces. 
This has nothing to do with 
targeting of military headquar- 
ters. 

“1 tell you this: the hand of 
the resistance is long and is ca- 
pable of hurting the enemy. We 
have an expression here - that 
we and the Israelis are biting 
each other's fingers. The biting 
of fingers has begun and we 
shall see who screams first” 


IN BRIEF 



Twelve killed in Maze at 
airport flower shop 

At least 12 people were killed 
and 50 injured when a fire 
broke out in a flower shop at 
Dusseldorf airport yesterday, 
German police said 

Rescue worker found some of 
the bodies in the lifts in the 
arrivals section. Page 10 




BuSdii^ society wmdfaB 

Bristol & West Building Soci- 
ety. the UK’s 9th-laigest, is set 
ro be taken over tty Bank of Ire- 
land in a deal which experts be- 
lieve could net its 1.4 million 
members up to £750 in cash or 
shares. The society's decision is 
the latest in a stampede tty 
most of the UK’s top 10 
building societies to abandon 
mutuality. P*^« 16 

^ rift 

i tfs leading 24 dubs have 
carried out their threat to with- 
draw from the Rugby Football 
Union in- protest at the Union’s 
i nsiste nce on retaining absolute 
control of the game. Page 24 


Pilot 
aged 7 
dies in 
crash 


PM CORNWELL 

Los Angeles 

A seven-year-old girl who 
vowed to become the youngest 
person to fly across the United 
States was kiDed yesterday when 
the light aircraft she was trav- 
elling in crashed in heavy rain. 

Jessica Dubroflj a brown- 
haired giri from a small town in 
northern California who wore 
a cap with the inscription 
“Women Fly”, died with her 
father and a flying instructor 
when the Cessna four-seater 
plunged steeply into a street 
shortly after take-off from 
Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

Eyewitness Kon Nunmo said: 
“We are not talking about a 
dancing blow into the ground 
jt was finrty obvious there would 
be no survivors.” 

Jessica completed the first leg 
of her flight on Wednesday 
after setting out from Half 
Moon Bay, near San Francisco. 



Jessica Dubroff in the Cessna cockpit Photograph: AP 


She successfully pil 
e to Elko, Nev 




piloted the 
plane to Elko, Nevada, and 
then on to Cheyenne, a town of 
60,000. 

Asked why she was making 
the trip, she said: “I believe it 
was my father’s idea.” Jessica 
then added: “I am going to fly 
the entire way. Tm not going 
to - quit." On arriving in 
Cheyenne, she said she couldn't 
wait to take off again, even 
though she’d only had two 
hoars sleep the night before. 

No one under 16 can apply 
for a pilot’s license m the US 
and Jessica was not legally fly- . 
mg the plane. Her instructor, 
Joe Reid, stonld have been able 
to take over in a second on the 


duplicate controls routinely 
used to teach novices to fly. 

But Jessica, just four feet two 
inches tall, used aluminium 
extensions to reach the pedals 
and Mr Reid was hot to touch 
the controls except in an emer- 
gency. Her father, Lloyd, sat in 
foe back seat. 

In order to qualify for foe 
record, foe schedule called for 
the trio to complete foe round 
trip in a week with Jessica fly- 
ing for about 40 to 50 hours. 

They were to arrive in her old 
home of Falmouth, Massachu- 
setts on Friday. Rachel Carter, 
aged 9, of California, was 
named as foe youngest pilot to 
cross the continent in 1994. 


Scientists unlock the 
key to mortality 


TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

A gene that controls ageing has 
been found tty US researchers, 
raising foe possibility that gene 
therapy or drugs might prolong 
active human life to 150 years. 

By isolating and identifying 
foe gene, researchers hope they 
may be able to devise treat- 
ments that could slow the 
process of ageing. A team led 
by Dr Gerard Schellenberg at 
foe Veterans Health Care Sys- 
tem, in Seattle, report the gene’s 
discovery in today's issue of the 
US journal. Science . 

They discovered foe gene by 
looking at people with Werner’s 
syndrome - a form of prema- 
ture ageing — which results 
from inheriting an abnormal 
variant of the gene. There are 
estimated to be up to 1.000 peo- 
ple with Werner’s syndrome in 
Britain, according to Professor 
Sydney Shall, an expert on foe 
disease at Sussex University. 
The average age of death is 45, 
but some last until their50s, he 
said. 


Professor Shall speculated 
that Werner’s tyn drome might 
actually have been the primor- 
dial human standard and that 
“normal” people evolved the ex- 
tra gene to 

cquire our present longevity. 

The gene appears to slow 
ageing. “What if we put in an- 
other one?”, he asked. “One 
hundred and fifty years is not an 
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unreasonable human lifespan 
and we are talking about 
healthy, vigorous life." 

People with Werner’s devel- 
op normally until about foe age 
of 10, when they stop growing, 
and adults seldom exceed 5ft. By 
their 30s they have severe ath- 
erosclerosis - narrowing of the 
arteries associated with old age. 
They can develop diabetes in 
their 30s, cancer, osteoporosis 
and rheumatoid arthritis. “They 
look twice as old as they really 
are,” Professor Shall said. 

Body cells - ‘taken from pa- 
tients with Werner’s syndrome 
have “dramatic and odd” limi- 
tations when cultured in foe 
laboratory. They stop growing 
some five or six times raster than 
normal cells. “The positive 
function of the gene is to keep 
cells growing for a much longer 
time ” professor Shall said. 

It appears that the protein ; 
produced ity foe gene hasa role 
in unzipping foe double helix of 
DNA. The identification of foe 
gene will allow parentsio have 
a prenatal diagnosis' where 
there is a risk to a foetus. - 


Blair: 

We’re 

the 

centre 

party 

now 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Tony Blair yesterday made it 
clear he was prepared to drive 
Labour to the right of British 
politics in pursuit of foe voters 
who deserted Labour and se- 
cured four successive general 
election victories for the Tories. 

The Labour leader, in a 
speech in New York, staked 
Labour's claim to foe centre 
ground, but said he was pre- 
pared to cross the boundary to 
foe right if necessary. 

Promising “radical solu- 
tions”, Mr Blair said: “Tf at times 
they cross left-right boundaries, 
so be it. And so what” 

He added: “I am a radical. I 
believe the centre can be fertile 
ground for radical politics. The 
extremes whether of left or 
right simply will not meet the 
real challenge. A modem par- 
ty to be successful in the mod- 
em world must be in the centre, 
speaking for foe mainstream 
majority." 

His defiance of foe traditional 
left wing of the Labour Party 
will please his supporters, but 
it will cause anxiety and could 
store up rebellion from those on 
foe left who believe he has 
gone too far to woo Conserva- 
tive voters back to Labour. 

Rejecting foe criticism of his 
left wing, Mr Blair said It was 
often “fatuously” claimed that 
to change foe party was to sac- 
rifice principle or betray histo- 
ry. “This angers me. It is foe 

land of thinking that kept us nut 
of power and allowed some of 
foe mistakes to be made.” 

He told businessmen at foe 
Anglo-American Chamber of 
Commerce: “We need a new 
radical centre in modem poli- 
tics that can answer the com- 
petitive challenge whilst 
enhancing social stability and 
cohesion. And today’s Labour 
party. New Labour, is a party of 
foe centre as well as foe centre- 
left." 

Last night “One Nation" 
Tbiy MPs warned him off their 
ground. “He is prepared to do 
anything for power," said Tim 
Rathbone, foe Tbry MP for 
Lewes. 

The speech to businessmen 
was billed as an attempt to re- 
assure international investors 
that Britain under a Labour 
Government would be a safe 
beL But it will be seen as a land- 
mark statement of Mr Blair’s 
leadership that foe voters at 
home can trust him in office. 

His key message to the scep- 
tical Tbry voters was that a gov- 
ernment under his leadership 
would not impose punitive rates 
of tax on foe middle classes. 

He said police, school teach- 
ers and middle managers were 
hanfly rich, but they aU paid tax 
at foe top rate of 40p in the 
pound. That may have implied 
that those on modest incomes 
would not lace higher taxes un- 
der Labour, but Mr Blair re- 
fused to give any figures. 
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Howard accused of bogus claims on asylum appeals 
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Four escape as 
train hits car 


A mother and three children 


Turner, 32, Jade Turner, five, 
OP«m Turner, three anoJc s- 
sica Bloom, five, of Leconfield, * 
Yorkshire, suffered only cuts 
and grazes in the collision at an 
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Price rise 


replaced by a relief crew. The- 
crossing is just a few ntike from 
another on the same line where 
nine people were killed in July 
1986 when a train struck a van. 


Protesting farmers hit by beef crisis bring Carmarthen to a standstill^ car murder **** 


helps ease 


negative 


equity 


Nicctcum 


Rising house prices in the first 
three months of this year helped 
lift almost 300,000 homeowners 
out of the negative equity trap, 
a survey revealed yesterday. 

The falf in households 
trapped, down from about 1.25 
million in the final quarter of 
1995, is the largest decline for 
almost three years and the first 
time since 1992 that the num- 
ber has fallen below the million 
mark. 

The survey, by Rob Thomas, 
a banking analyst at the Swiss 
banking group (JBS, came as a 
separate report by Halifax 
Building Society yesterday 
showed house prices rose by 1.7 
per cent in the year to March. 

Annual house price infla- 
tion was boosted by last month’s 
figures, during which prices 
went up 1-5 per cent. In the 12 
months to February, house 
prices rose by just 0.2 per cent. 

However, Mr Thomas added 
that a further 11 million house- 
holders are still living in homes 
worth no more than £5,000 
above the price they paid for it. 

The number of borrowers af- 
fected, about three million, are 
likely to find themselves losing 
money if they want to buy a new 
home, he added. Almost 30 per 
cent of mortgaged households 
are in such a position. 

Of those in negative equity, 
where the value of a home is less 
than the mortgage paid on it, 
almost three-quarters are first- 
time buyers. 

Mr Thomas said: “It is a big 
fall, and is probably just what 
the Government wants to hear. 
For the past three years, the 
□umber of those affected has 


been marking time. This is the 
first significant move down- 
wards. There have been false 
dawns in recent years, which has 
made commentators under- 
standably cautious about the 
sustainability of any upturn in 
house prices. 

“Hopefully, this will prove to 
be a genuine step in the num- 
ber of affected households, but 
the normal spring buying sea- 
son will be crucial” 

He added that the decline in 
negative equity could tail off if 
house prices fail to sustain the 
rapid recovery seen this year. 

Mr Thomas’s report con- 
trasts sharply with a separate 
one issued earlier this year by 
Nationwide Building Society, 
claiming that the number of 
households in negative equity in 
1995 rose to 1.7 million. 

A Nationwide spokesman 



The Welsh town of Carmarthen was brought to a virtual standstill (above) by militant farmers and their supporters yesterday in frustration over the 
BSE. More than 1,000 people marched through the town escorted by around 100 vehicles. The farmers believe that without Government help many 
will face bankruptcy by the end of the month because they cannot find buyers for their cattle Phofo&aph: Huw Evans Picture Agency 


claimed that his society's cal- 
culation was based on different. 


Cull to start as cost hits £ 105 m 


dilation was based on different, 
but more accurate, estimates of 
the amount borrowed relative 
to the value of a house. 

The society’ s own figures did 
not yet show such a significant 
fall, he added, although a 3 per 
Cent rise in prices during 1996 
would lift up to 300,000 home- 
owners out of the trap. 
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Average... number . of 
households affected 1 ; by 
negative equity-. 

1989 - 90,000 :. :- . 

1990- 410^000--, 

1991 - 590.000/ n 

1992 -1:170.000 • • i- \.i 

1993- 1,360,000 . .y: : 

1994- 1,160,900^ ; 

1995^1,130,009 
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A decision on how to dispose of 
up to 15,000 culled cows a 
week is expected later today as 
figures reveal that the beef cri- 
sis has cost the industry at least 
£105m in the three weeks since 
the announcement of a possi- 
ble l ink between Bovine 
Spongiform Encephalopathy 
and Creutzfeldt Jakob Disease. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food said last 
night that the destruction of old- 
er cows could begin within a few 
weeks following the meeting of 
the beef management commit- 
tee in Brussels this morning. 

Officials are expected to 
thrash out an agreement on the 
phased disposal of all dairy 
cattle over 30 months old once 
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they had reached the end of 
their useful lives. 

The Government has faced a 
major headache establishing 
how to implement the scheme 
after Agriculture Minister, 
Dougjas Hogg, proposed the 
phased destruction of around 
4.5 million cattle to the Euro- 
pean Union last week in a bid 
to overturn the export ban on 
British beef. 

Fanners are to be compen- 
sated at S5p a kilo plus a pos- 
sible top-up payment. The cost 
is expected to reach £3.7m over 
six years. 

Since the proposal was first 
mooted it has emerged that the 
nine incinerators licensed to de- 
stroy cattle could only cope 
with 3,000 cows a week. Build- 
ing a new incinerator costs 
about £lm and would take a 
year to be operative. Another 
option, dismissed fcy environ- 
mentalists, is dumping carcass- 
es in open pits on farmland. 

A Man spokesman con- 
firmed: “The policy is going 
ahead. The committee is dis- 


cussing the details of how it wW 
be done. It cannot start 
overnight but it will be within 
a few weeks.” 

However, the Government 
will remain underpressure from 
Brussels to order the selective 
slaughter of herds which may 
have come into contact with 
with BSE, which farmers hope 
to avoid. Mr Hogg has until the 
end of the month to produce his 
proposals - tiie earliest date for 
consideration of removing the 
beef ban entirely. 

A source close to the nego- 
tiations disclosed that the Gov- 
ernment is pushing for a 
compromise under which only 
herds with a high proportion of 
BSE cases will be culled. 

But the decision on the ad- 
ditional selective slaughter pol- 
icy could not come sooner for 
an industry counting the costs 
of the crisis. The Meat and Live- 
stock Commission (MLC) con- 
firmed the domestic beef trade 
lost around £75ra in the past 
three weeks. The export indus- 
try, at a complete standstill, has 


lost £3Qul These sums do not 
take into account the millions 
lost bythe knock-on effect. 

Half of the 15,000 abattoir 
workers have been laid off and 
jobs have gone throughout the 
industry which employs around 
500,000. Among the hardest hit 
are the 8,500 in haulage. 7,500 
in the auction business and 
62,000 in meat processing. 

Statistics obtained by the In- 
dependent show that despite a 
total industry collapse in the first 
two weeks of the latest BSE 
scare, beef sales are picking up. 

Only 771 prime beef cattle 
were sold in the week ending 30 
March, nearly a 97 per cent drop 
on the same period last year. 
Prices had faUen to 9Sp from 
124p per live kilo in 1995. Only 
42 cull cows - dairy herd sold for 
processed meal at the end of 
their use hil life -were sold in the 
last week of March compared 
with 8,305 in the same period a 
year ago, with a drop in value per 
live kilo from 92p to 67p. Last 
week no cull cows were sold at 
auction for slaughter although 


beef cattle sales and 


covered slightly to 5,124, at an 
average of 109p per live kilo. 

Supermarkets yesterday re- 
ported that beef sales were re- 
turning to pre-scare levels. A 
Tesoo spokesman said: “They are 
beginning to get back to normal 
Discounting certainly helped.” 

An MLC spokesman said: “It 
is very patchy but the auction 
markets are slowly coming back 
to life. Very slowly." 

But fanners are becoming in- 
creasingly frustrated with the 
handling of the crisis by the 
Government They are saddled 
with the cost, at£30 a week per 
bead, of keeping cattle which 
should by now have been sold 
for slaughter. 

National Fanners Union pol- 
icy director. Richard MacDon- 
ald, said there was already a 
backlog of up to 100,000 cattle 
waiting to be culled There will 
have to be some kind of queu- 
ing system. We have no idea 
how many fanners could gp bust 
but at the moment there is a lot 
of money outstanding,” he said. 


‘ > MAFF hangs on to calf-test data 


OLIVER’S TWIN 5I5TER RUNS A SMALL BUSINESS 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 


TO IMPROVE BU5INE55 EFFICIENCY ? 


I COULP TURN MY COMPUTER ON 
AND IT WOULD BE HALF-WAY 
TO WARPS STARTING UP. 



Government vets yesterday 
resisted calls to check one of 
their experiments which could 
show whether cows can pass 
BSE to calves -even though the 
answer could have serious pub- 
lic health implications and 
might help to lift the European 
ban on beef exports. 

The seven-year experiment, 
being run by the Central Vet- 
erinary Laboratory, involves 
630 cows, half of them born to 
mothers showing signs of BSE, 
or mad cow disease. It is due to 
end next year but Sheila Gore, 
of the Medical Research Coun- 
cil’s bio-statistics unit, says that 
public health requirements 


mean the results should be 
checked earlier. 

She says the growing number 
of cases of the degenerative 
brain disorder Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob Disease (CJD) among 
young adults (sec table) means 
data about whether any of the 
“spongiform encephalopathies" 
- the class of disease to which 
CJD and BSE belong - can be 
passed from mother to child 
should be made available now. 
One of the victims of CJD died 
shortly after giving birth. 

In tne past two years 10 peo- 
ple aged under 42 have died in 
Britain from a new strain of 
CJD. Scientists advising the 
Government have said that 
their best hypothesis is that 
the disease was contracted by 


exposure to BSE-infected ma- 
terials. But there is so far no ev- 
idence of an epidemic of CJD. 
Figures from the National Sur- 
veillance Unit Show the number 
of suspected cases so far this 
year is no higher than in 1994. 

To date more than 40 of the 
calves in the experiment have 
died of BSE. But the Ministry 
of Agriculture. Fisheries and 
Food (MAFF) said this could be 
because they had eaten infect- 
ed feed while young. 

MAFF said yesterday that to 
end the experiment early would 
“reduce its power” and could 
lead to a “false negative”, sug- 
gesting the disease could not be 
passed on where in fact it could, 
MAFF also dismissed sugges- 
tions by US researchers that 


BSE might not have come from 
sheep but might instead be adis- 
ease particular to cattte. 

Meanwhile, Japanese re- 
searchers say they have found 
the role of the cell protein 
which becomes abnormally 
shaped in BSE and CJD. Ex- 
periments in mice which could 
not produce the normal form of 
the protein, known as PrP, 
showed that it helps keep key 
brain cells - known as Purkin- 
je cells - alive. Without PrP, the 
mice lost control of limbs. 

This suggests that it is not 
build up of the abnormal form 
of PrP - which leads to 
“plaques" in victims’ brains - 
but the lack of Lhe normal form 
which leads to the brain disor- 
ders typical of CJD and BSE. 
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Train drivers at one of the 
largest privatised rail companies 
stand to receive a 20 per cent 
pay rise for working two hours 
fewer a week. 

In an offer which could lead 
to higher rail fares, the 375 dri- 
vers at Great Western would see 
their annual earnings rise from 
£19,000 a year to £23,000 for 
working a 37 hour week. 

Aslef, the train drivers' 
union, is due to ballot its 375 
members at the company over 
the offer, which is one of the 

first concluded by privatised 
passenger train companies. Lew 


Adams, Aslef general secre- 
tary, regards the proposals as a 
pace-setter in the industry. 

Management, which refused 
to comment, is ready to increase 
the basic rate from £11,564.80 
a year to £20,000. As a quid pro 
quo drivers would give up a 
range of allowances and over- 
time payments. Sunday working 
would attract a rate of time and 
a quarter rather than the pre- 
sent time and three-quarters. 

The company is calling for 50 
voluntary redundancies and the 
union believes there will be no 
difficulty in meeting the quota. 
Aslef has also secured an agree- 
ment that there would be no 
split shifts or part-time staff. 


FROM PAGE 1 

Labour “spin doctors” were 
anxious to deny reports from 
journalists on his plane to New 
York that he had privately said 
that he would not increase tax- 
es for anyone earning less than 
£40,000. Mr Blair stressed that 
no figures would be given by 
Gordon Brown, the Shadow 
Chancellor, until the election. 
On Wednesday Mr Brown re- 
fused to be drawn on whether 
Labour would introduce a top 
rate of tax at earnings of 
£60,000. 

Mr Blair said Labour’s pri- 
ority in Government should be 
to lower taxes at the bottom end 
and reduce the high marginal 


tax rates of millions of working 
people. “This should not be 
seen as a desire to punish those 
at the top,” he said. 

John Major derided Mr 
Blair’s attempt to bury his par- 
ty’s tax and spend image, warn- 
ing on a constituency visit to 
Cambridgeshire to that Labour 
and higher taxes went togeth- 
er “like strawberries and 
cream”. 

Alan Simpson, secretary of 
the left-wing Campaign Group 
of Labour MPs, stressed the 
need to restore a higher tax 
band for top earners to pay for 
improved public services. 
“Utopia is not a land with no 
taxation,” be said. 
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A man accused of m urdering an 
elderly nxitoristdannedlbereal 
killer is stHl : on the streets. 
Give Jones, 25, of Giptoa, 
Leeds, denied murdering Ste- , \ 
van Popovich, 74, in Chapel- ’ % 
town on Saturday. Leeds mag- ~ 
istrates heard Jones' finger- 
prints and an item of his dqth- 
ing were found in MrrFop- . 
ovich’s car. He was remanded 
in custody untitApnl 18,"; - ’• 

£56,500 medal sale ■- Jjj 

Medals and othttratttwrabil- ™ 
ia of Major General Orde , 
Wingate,, legendary leader of - 
the Chmdite in -World. Vfer 2 
Burma, sold for a- record 
£56500 at Sotheby's. The items ~ 
included Wingate’s triple DSO, 

Colt service revolver. Royal 
/'jtHIeiy. captain’s khaki doD hi- 
nic and a bartered pith helmet 
worn throughout .campaigns in • 
Abyssinia, Palestine and Bumia. 


Royal separation 


Marina Mowatt 29, daughter of 
Princess Alexandra and Sir An- 
gus OgOvy and 28th in line to 
the throne, has separated from 
her photographer husband 
PauL The couple were married . 
in 1990 and have two children. 
A statement issued on their be- 
half by solicitors blamed the 
separation on long-standing 
marital difficulties mid said no 
one else was involved. 
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Baby murdered ; 

Murder squad detectives -are •. 
investigating the discovery of a , 
baby's body dumped in a dust - 7 
bin. The dead child, believed to • -j 
be aged about six months/was - j 
found outside a house in Sate- , t 
dean, east Sussex. An arabu- .-i 
lance was called but the baby ;j 
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was dead when paramedics ar- ■■ > j 
rived. A post mortem was con- 


ducted at the Royal Sussex 
County Hospital. , . j 


Benefit blunder 


Tens of thousands of people on 
income support face bank 
charges because of a late pay- 
ment A computer blunder has 
meant 82,000 people have, not 
yet received the benefit, whicb 
is paid directly into their ac- 
counts. The Benefits Agency 
said a technical hitch delayed 
payments for 24 hours. Staff 
have been alerted and fold to 
consider interim payments. 

Hill death plunge 

A woman died after plunging 
500ft down a cliff on Snowdon. 
She slipped while walking with 
a friend on Crib Goch, one of 
the peaks of the 3,560ft moun- 
tain. An RAF rescue helicopter 
flew the middle-aged woman 
and her companion to 
Gwynedd Hospital in Bangor, 
but she was dead on arrival. The 
alarm had been raised by mo- 
bile phone. 

Robbers escape 

Armed police surrounded a 


Clu 


seek 


multi-storey car park for almost 
two hours hun tins armed rob- 




yd ‘j 
rep. 


two hours hunting armed rob- 
bers who had already escaped. 
The raiders made off with an 
unknown amount of money af- 
ter threatening staff with a 
handgun at the Royal Bank of 
Scotland in Colchester, Essex. 
No shots were fired during the 
robbery and no one was hurt. 

Sealed in 

Safety Inspectors at a nuclear 
power station are investigating 
how their security was breached 
by a 3001b grey seaL Staff at 
Dungeness B in Keat found the 
animal in a pool from which wa- 
ter is extracted to cool turbines. 


Sr Andrew Lloyd Webber 

ln an article on Page 4 of yes- 


terday’s Independent we stated 
that Sir Andrew Llovd Webber 


that Sir Andrew Lloyd Wfebber 
is farming ostriches. He is not. 
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FBI joins hunt for 
Barclays bomber 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

FBI agents involved in tracking 
down America's “Unabomber" 
- a fanatic who carried out an 
18 -year terror campaign - axe 
helping Scotland Yard in its 

hunt for the man responsible for 
posting or planting more than 
25 explosive devices against 
Barclays Bank. 

The Barclays' bomber - who 
uses the name Mardi Gra - has 
demanded an unlimited 
amount of money in the extor- 
tion racket which has been car- 
ried out for the past 16 months. 

His devices are expertly 
made - some are even hand- 
painted - and the bomber has 
gone to great lengths not to 
leave any clues. The Anti-Ter- 
rorist Branch, which is heading 
the inquiry, fears that the cam- 
') paign, m which at least three de- 
vices have exploded, and one 
person has been slightly in- 
jured. could escalate as the 
bomber becomes increasingly 
frustrated. 

Unions yesterday strongly 
criticised Barclays Bank man- 
agers for failing to tell staff that 
the organisation was the target 
of a concerted campaign. Only 
general security warnings, 
which all banks issue, were 
provided. 

The bomber is believed to be 
either a disgruntled customer or 
one of the thousands of former 


Gift-wrapped: A device sent to a Barclays branch (above) 

ana newspaper advertisements used to contact the bomber 


members of staff recently made 
redundant by the bank. 

For the past year, members 
of the FBI have been advising 
the Anti Terrorist Branch in its 
attempts to identify “Mardi 
Gra". They have drawn on their 
experience in investigating the 
“Unabomber”, who has car- 
ried out a letter-bombing cam , 
paign across the country in 
which three people have been 
killed and 23 wounded in 16 
separate attacks. Earlier this 
month. FBI officers arrested 


Theodore “Ted” Kaczynski, 
who is suspected of being re- 
sponsible. 

Mardi Gra fust struck in 
December 1994, when he sent 
six devices to branches of Bar- 
clays in north-west London. 
Only one went ofi£ burning the 
hands of the woman who 
opened iL 

His devices are fitted into 
video boxes and boots and fea- 
ture shotgun cartridges and 
bullets designed to explode 
when opened. Most of the 


devices have gone io address- 
es in London, direct to the 
bank, their officials, compa- 
nies connected to them and tele- 
phone boxes outside banks. 
One was sent to Northampton. 

Almost all the packages have 
been posted from London and 
the Home Counties. 

Anti-terrorist officers believe 
he probably learned how to 
make the bombs from books, 
and details given in court 
cases. 

The police have attempted to 
maintain a news blackout, but 
de tails were released after the 
bomber wrote to two newspa- 
pers. In a letter to the Dalfy Mir- 
ror he warned of a new, more 
deadly bomb that involves an 
double-barrelled shotgun. 

The banking union yesterday 
reacted angrily to the news of 
the bomber. Iain MacLean, as- 
sistant general secretary of the 
UNiFi, said: “I'm absolutely fu- 
rious about the way Barclays 
Bank has kept this matter un- 
der wraps while there has been 
a real threat to our members’ 
safety and even lives,” he said. 

“It’s absolutely outrageous 
that for 15 months they have 
kept this matter a secret.” 

But Barclays Bank chairman 
Andrew Button said he was 
following police advice. He 
added: “We give our staff reg- 
ular warnings about letter 
bombs and raids and keeping 
vigilant generally.'' 


Meticulous Mardi Gra’ sends 
packages complete with logo 


JASON BENNETTO 

The bomber targeting Barclays 
Bank is believed to be someone 
with a deep rooted grudge who 
is desperate to be noticed, but 
at the same time meticulous and 
single minded in his new pro- 
fession - extortion. 

Anti-terrorist officers are 
drawing on the skills of the FBI 
and forensic psychologists in an 
attempt to get inside the mind 
of the man who calls himself 
“Mardi Gra”. 

Details emerged yesterday of 
an obsessive man who has gone 
to extraordinary lengths in Ins 16- 
month campaign against Bar- 
clays. He appears to have taken 
a great pride in his work - 
bombs have been meticulously 
packaged and he has used dis- 
tinctive logos and wording. 

As in the case of the Amer- 
ican “Unabomber”, who waged 
a war against technology, Car- 
ol Sellers, a forensic clinical psy- 
chologist, believes money is 
almost certainly not Mardi 


Gra's main motive. She said: 
“With most people who get in- 
volved in blackmail it’s a one- 
off thing, because they don’t 
want to get caught 

“Where somebody keeps 
making demands this suggests 
a more psychological element 
I would say this person has a 
deep rooted grudge, a concern 
about something that happened 
in the past 

“He could be a former cus- 
tomer, an ex-employee who 
was made redundant or even a 
businessman whose business 
was foreclosed. 

“The case is most unusual be- 
cause of the sheer persistence 
of the individual concerned. 
Whatever happened is psycho- 
logically very important to this 
person." 

She said it was clear the 
bomber wanted publicity and 
the wish to be noticed was 
probably more important than 
any desire to hurt But Ms Sell- 
ers warned if causing injury re- 
sulted in more publicity, it 


might spur the bomber on to 
take more extreme action. 

She added it would be wrong 
to assume the bomber was 
mentally ill. 

“He is rational enough to or- 
ganise an elaborate campaign," 
she said. “This is not someone 
who is mentally ill in the con- 
ventional sense." 

That ability to carry out care- 
ful planning is shown in his de- 
mand that Barclays give him 
credit cards with special PEN 
numbers that would allow him 
to withdraw unlimited amounts 
of money from automatic cash 
machines; This is a similar ploy 
to the one devised by Rodney 
Witchelo, the former policeman 
who tried to extort £4m from 
Heinz. Witchelo was jailed for 
17 years in 1990 for spiking jars 
of baby food on supermarket 
shelves with bleach and razor 
blades. 

The difficulties of handling 
and tracking down a black- 
mailer wbo targets a big busi- 
ness rather than an individual 


were examined last month by 
security consultant Brian 
Worth, a former Metropolitan 
Police deputy assistant 
commissioner. 

Writing in btiersec , a security 
magazine, Mr Worth listed the 
typical characteristics of pros- 
ecuted corporate extortionists. 

Perpetrators tended to be, 
lone men aged 30 to 50, with 
some business aenmen, al- 
though often the business had 
failed. The person is also like- 
ly to be someone with no pre- 
vious convictions and no 
connection with traditional 
criminals. They often make a 
“once and for aO" extortion at 
tempt and start out with no ini- 
tial intention to harm. 

The extortionist may also 
have experienced a “learning 
curve" -gating valuable lessons 
on bow to pursue a campaign 
from previous, aborted extor- 
tion attempts, and may well 
have had some kind of inside 
information about the target 
business. 


Clwyd ‘abuse victims’ 
seek report publication 


ROGER DOBSON 

Lawyers who act for four al- 
leged victims of child abuse in 
north Whies have begun legal 
proceedings to force the release 
of a secret report of an investi- 
gation into abuse in residential 
homes. 

The action, by solicitor 
Gwilym Hughes, was filed ear- 
lier this week and it is scheduled 

to be heard by a judge in cham- 
bers at Wrexham County Court 
on 17 May. The move follows 
the decision of Clwyd_ County 
Council, who commissioned 
the report from three inde- 
pendent child care experts, not 
to publish it. 

The council, which ceased to 
exist at the end of last month af- 
ter local government reorgan- 
isation, has gjven copies to the 
Welsh Office for the Secretary 
of State for Whies, William 

Hague, to make a decision. 


John Jillings- former director 
of soda! services at Derbyshire, 
and his learn who carried out the 
investigation foresaw attempts 
to stop publication. At one 
point the report says: “The in- 
tention appears to be to prevent 
publication of the report and hs 
disclosure to any individual"^ 

Owyd made its controversial 
decision a week before Easter. 
It also asked the three authors 
to return their copies of the 300- 
page report. Mr Hague, who is 
due to return from a trade mis- 
sion to North America tomor- 
row, is coming under increasing 
pressure to both publish the re- 
port and to accept its key rec- 
ommendation that there should 
be a full judicial public inquiry 
into events in Cnvyd. 

Child care organisations be- 
lieve that lessons can only be 
learnt if the report is published. 

Up to 200 young people suf- 
fered abuse in homes over two 


decades. Police took 2,600 state- 
ments and seven men have 
been convicted of various of- 
fences in the last few years. 

Mr Hughes said: “We have 
filed for disclosure of the report 
and other documents. The fact 
that they are anxious not to dis- 
close it makes me more keen to 
see what is in h. Whether we wiD 
be successful remains to be 
seen. If we are successful we 
would have access to the report’ 

Lawyers say that if the action 
is resisted by the council, the 
main defence would be one of 
public interest, bat that is 
thought unlikely to succeed. 
Alan Levy, QC, leading child 
care law specialist, said: “In g« 
era], claims for privilege or 
public interest immunity by lo- 
cal or central government can 
be defeated if a greater public 
interest can be shown. And the 
greater public interest will al- 
most always succeed." 


Storm over 12-Jane M25 plans 


REBECCA FOWLER 

Proposals to extend the M25, 
and introduce 12 lanes at the 
most ofin gesfe rl area of Britain s 
busiest .motorway were 
announced yesterday. 

The £93 -8m scheme put for- 
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in earn airecuuu «u luc — - 
sections of the 121-mile oibifoj 
motorway, winch is bombarded 
by more than 200,000 vehicles 
during peafchours. 

It would indude widening the 
M25 between junction 12 (the 
M3 exit) and junction 14 (the 
Heathrow airport exit) from 
four lanes to five on either side 
and, in the most controversial 


move, the Government pro- 
poses extending the section 
between junction 14 and 15 to 
six lanes m each direction. 

John V&tts, the minister for 
railways and roads, said: “These 
plans are an important step for- 
ward in the relief of congestion , 
for this very busy motorway." 

They were condemned by 

environmentalists and the . 

Labour Party, who expressed 
concern that the proposals for 
an American-style super-high- 
way cm the M25 marked the end 
of attempts to find alternative 
solutions to London’s traffic cri- 
sis, including the £2j6bn plans 
for CrossRailr which would 
have created a new find finking 
the east and west of London. ' 


-- Graham Allen, Labour’s 
transport spokesman, said the 
expansion of the M25 was an 
outdated response to the traf 1 
fic problem. “This £100m mo- 
torway maifaftsfi comes hot on 
the heels of the death of Cross- 
Rail Londoners desperate for 
less traffic arid better public 
'transport will "be asking the 
Government just what Knd of 
priorities does It have?" 

Mr Allen added: “Congestion 
on the M25 does need to be 
tackled, but this scheme will 
only generate more traffic" 

Lynn- Slomnn, assistant 
director of the environmental 
group r Transport 2000, 
described the proposals as “ut- 
terly futile". 
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Cunardin 

£L5bn fight 
with Egypt 
over reef 


Cunard officials will meet 
Egyptian authorities tomorrow 
in an attempt to sort out a £15 
million compensation claim for 
damage to a coral reef in the 
Red Sea. 

An Egyptian government 
environmental agency claims 
Cunard's Royal VUdng Sun 
luxury cruise liner caused the 
damage when it went aground 
last week. 

Cunard has been told the 
37,845-ton vessel is being held 
in the Red Sea port of Sharm 
el-Sheikh until the compensa- 
tion dispute is resolved. Cunard 
is seeding out its own diver 
to check damage to the coral 
reef. 

The ship, which had 560 pas- 
sengers on board, including 
54 Britons, was heading to- 
wards the Jordanian port of 
Aqaba when it apparently 
struck the reef, 

She lost all power and bad to 
be towed into Sharm el-Sheikh 
where Canard is carrying out 
temporary repairs. 

Egypt is claiming that the 
Royal Viking Sun has damaged 
2,000 cubic metres of coral reef 
and sea life at the Ras Mo- 
hamed Nature Reserve at the 
southern tip of the Sinai penin- 
sula. 

“Several vessels are known to 
have hit the reef in the last few 
years and it should be possible 
to tell just how old the damage 
is,” said Bin Spears, Cunard’s 
public relations director . 

The passengers on the strick- 
en vessel flew home at the end 
of last week. 

Cunard said that it hoped 
to have the Royal Viking Sun 
back in service in time for its 
European cruise from France 
on S June. 
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March of time stalled by amber light 


The bones of a tiny insectivorous mammal, which lived about 25 million years ago, found preserved in amber in the 
Dominican Republic. The find, reported in yesterday's issue of Nature , will cast light on tire spread of mammals after 
the extinc ti on of the dinosaurs about 60 million years ago. Small reptiles have been found before but never mammals 
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Children ‘put at 
risk by parasite 
teacher agencies’ 


Private teacher agencies were 
condemned as ‘'parasites*' by a 
union yesterday amid accusa- 
tions that some were failing to 
check whether their recruits 
were convicted child abusers. 

In one case, a man whose 
name was on a Government list 
of people considered unfit to 
teach was recruited by an 
agency to work in a primary 
school. 

The National Association 
of Schoolmasters Union of 
Women Teachers conference in 
Glasgow heard that pupils were 
at risk through increasing 
levels of casual labour. 

Up to 40 agencies have been 
set up in the past few years, 
many of them operating in 
London and other large cities. 
While some check applicants' 
names against the Govern- 
ment's “List 99" of about 3.000 
banned teachers and against 
police records, others do not. 
according to the union. 

Martin Johnson, a secondary 
school teacher from Lewisham, 
London, said thaL while schools 
paid £130 for a local authority 
supply teacher they often paid 
as little as £100 for an agency 
teacher, with the recruit re- 
ceiving only £75 of that sum. 

He "said a union colleague 


Fran Abrams reports 
from the Glasgow 
conference of the 
National Association 
of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women 
Teachers 

had been shocked to see a 
teacher at a south London 
primary school who had left the 
profession because of serious 
allegations against him. The 
man was on “List 99". but had 
re-entered the classroom by 
signing on with an agency. 

A survey showed that a quar- 
ter of head teachers were not 
sure whether checks had been 
made on their agency staff, Mr 
Johnson said. “Some of the 
agencies are Hying to give ser- 
vices and they are trying to give 
quality. Others are cowboys." 

Mr Johnson said there were 
between 700 and 1,000 agency 
teachers in London alone, many 
of them from Australia and New 
Zealand. Employers were re- 
quired to make checks on staff, 
but some agencies said their 
recruits were self-employed. 

Agencies were being used to 
fill long-term posts in order to 
save money, and pupils at 


one school had 13 different 
science teachers in one year, Mr 
Johnson claimed. 

His mollion to the conference 
condemned the agencies as 
“parasites upon the education 
service, undermining salary 
levels and conditions of service 
and putting pupils at risk”, and 
called for all agency teachers 
to be subject to checks and re- 
ceive the same pay and pension 
benefits as other staff. 

Nigel de Gruchy. general 
secretary of the union said: 
“People get round ‘list 99’ by 
going to agencies and it is a 
defect in the system which 
needs to be put right. Our chief 
concern is the capitalisation of 
the profession and the way 
agencies offer lower salaries.’’ 
■National action could be tak- 
en over government plans to 
name incompetent teachers, 
the union warned last night. 
Delegates described the new 
grading system as “facile and 
iniquitous". 

Inspectors could face for- 
mal hearings and legal action 
may be taken on behalf of 
teachers who have been failed. 
From this term, lessons wfll be 
marked from one to seven and 
inspectors will report staff who 
achieve only grade one or two. 
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Vanishing act: Marine engineers raising a digger from the tide on Brownsea Island after repairs to eroded sea defences ■ 

Baden-Powell island sinking away 


Labour ‘to recruit over-50s’ 


Retired people would be draft- 
ed into the classroom and 
experienced teachers given sab- 
baticals under a Labour gov- 
ernment, the party's education 
spokesman said yesterday. 

But plans announced by 
David Blunkett for teacher 
training for the over-505 brought 
a lukewarm reaction from the 
profession. Union leaders said 
the job. a challenging one even 
for a 25-year-old~ could prove 
too much for an older person. 

Mr Blunkett told conference 
that the party would increase 
links between schools and in- 
dustry. People with a lifetime's 
experience in another profes- 
sion might have a lot to offer to 


schools, he said. Courses already 
being run by the Open Univer- 
sity could be adapted to tram 
the new recruits. 

The teaching profession, 
which at present has 20.000 new 
recruits to training courses each 
year, needs by 2000 to increase 
the figure to 30,000. Mr Blun- 
kett said that teachers with be- 
tween 10 and 15 years’ service 
could be given sabbaticals of be- 
tween one term and a year in 
order to refresh their skills. 

Nigel de Gruchy. the union's 
general secretary, welcomed 
Mr Blunkett'5 proposals for 
sabbaticals but was less enthu- 
siastic about plans for older 
people in the classroom. 


“Youngsters today are veiy 
different from what they were 
like 20 or 30 years ago. They are 
far more indiserp lined and less 
respectful of authority. Tb be a 
good teacher these days you 
have to have a lot of vigour to 
be able to survive,’’ he said. 

James Paice, a junior educa- 
tion minister, said last night that 
the scheme would prove pro- 
hibitively expensive and would 
entitle 240.000 teachers every 
year to a year off. 

But a spokesman for Mr 
Blunkett rejected the govern- 
ment figures, saying the scheme 
would need no new money and 
would be funded from existing 
grants and business sponsorship. 


ROS WYNNE-JONES 

Brownsea Island, where Lord 
Baden-Powell pitched his first 
scout camp and home to one of 
Britain’s most important red 
squinel colonies, is disappear- 
ing into the sea. 

Underwater surveys have 
shown that the rate of erosion 
on the island's eastern shore has 
accelerated to one metre per 
year, leaving a jetty, quay and 
islanders' cottages in immedi- 
ate danger. 


The National Trust, which has 
owned the nature reserve on the 
island off Poole, in Dorset, 
since 196L is proposing to buQd 
underwater rock armour, con- 
sisting of 10,000 tons of boul- 
ders, to protect the seabed 
from the tide. “Brownsea Island 
fits so tightly into Poole harbour 
that it is like a cork in a bottle," 
said a spokeswoman for the 
trust’s Wessex region. “The tide 
rushes past and into Poole har- 
bour causing a scouring action 
that is wearing it away." 


The National Trust has begun 
an urgent ftmd-raising appeal 
because they fear the quay, 
along with its gatehouse and 
eight cottages, may not survive 
another harsh winter. 

Engineers say the island, 
which attracts 10,000 visitors a 
year, has a weak clay and sand 
shore which is being washed 
away by each wave. “Frankly we 
only need another force 10 
gale and anything could hap- 
pen." said Banv Guest, who 
manages the island. 


Work to shore up Che 146- 
vear-old sea wall has begun. The 
estimated cost of the rock 
armour is £250,000, some of 
which the trust will find from 
emergency funds. Each l-to-2 
ton boulder will cost £30 and 
£22.000 is needed to transport 
them out to sea. 

The acceleration of erosion 
has probably been caused by a 
number of factors. Global 
warming, increased easterly 
winds and the deepening of 
Poole harbour to accommo- 


date larger cross-channel ferries 
may all have played a rote.The 
depletion of reed beds, where 
the native spartina has all but, 
disappeared because of pdhfc 
tion. may also be a factor as foe 
plant used to protect the sea bed. 

Lord Baden-Pciweli founded ; 
the Scout movement on foe. 
wooded 500-acre retreat m 
1907. He invited 22 boys from 
across England to take part in 
an experimental 10-day expe- 
dition to the island which stiff 
plays host to Scout groups. .. 


Juror urges release of Bridgewater Three 


Pressure on Michael Howard, 
foe Home Secretary, to re- 
open the Cad Bridgewater mur- 
der case mounted yesterday 
when a second juror, who con- 
victed four men of the killing 16 
years ago, says khe now believes 
they are innocent, writes 
Heather Mills. 


Luanda Graham, who was 19 
at the time of the triaL came for- 
ward after a BBC Rough Justice 
programme, revealed that a 
key prosecutor in the case had 
voiced his concerns that vital fin- 
gerprint evidence had not been 
disclosed at foe men's trial. 

Yesterday she said she would 


now back the campaign to free 
the men. after feeling that she 
and her fellow jurors had been 
wrongly denied foe full picture, 
during the men’s trial in 1979.' 

Tim O’Malley, the jury fore- 
man, has expressed his doabts 
over the verdict, saying: “The 
prosecution knew there was vi- 


tal forensic evidence and they 
kept it away from the defence. 
You feel cheated and you feel 
deceived by that." 

Thirteen-year-old Carl was 
shot dead when he apparently 
interrupted burglars as he de- 
Jivered newspapers to an iso- 
lated Staffordshire farmhouse 


in 1978. However, Michael .. 
Hickey. 33, his cousin Vincent / 
Hickey, 41. and James Robin-.' 
son. 61, have always protested;- 
their innocence. They were 
convicted largely on the evi- 
dence of Patrick Molloy, - 
was found guilty of mansJami*- ’ 
ter. He died in prison in Jwf. ; 
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NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

; Public Policy Editor 

• Osteoarthritis -tbe commonest 
cause of joint pain in the ekteriy 
:• and of 50,000 hip and knee re- 
placements a year - may have 
. a. significant genetic compo- 
nent, according to research 
published yesterday. 

Between 39 and 65 per cent 
of the disease is inherited rather 
than the result of wear and tear, 
of sporting injuries or other 
environmental factors such as 
I being overweight, a study m- 
• * vohing 250 pairs of identical and 
non-identical twins sugg ests. 

The discovery offers the 
prospect of identifying the gene 
responsible which in turn could 
lead to drug therapies which 
might replace many of the tens 
of thousands of joint replace- 
ments undertaken annually in 
people aged over 45. 

The finding was described 

inptrwvLvi > mm ** - 1 j . . n 


rheumatologist at St Thomas’s 
Hospital, London, who said the 
disease remained “a massi ve 
problem in toms of the pain and 
suffering it causes'*. 

One in three people eventu- 
ally suffer some degree of os- 
teoarthritis and one in six suffer 
significant pain and handicap 
from a condition which nor- 
mally appears in the hands be- 
fore progressing to the mam 
joints. The aim now is to recruit 
5,000 pairs of same-sex twins, 
both non-identical and identi- 
cal, to identify the crucial gene. 

lb date. Dr Spector said. 


the joint disease, caused by the 
breakdown of the cartilage 
which covers bone endings, has 
been seen as the uoglamorous 
result of wear and tear and foot- 
ball and work injuries. The 
twins study, however, shows 
that identical twins -who share 
aD the same genes — are twice 
as likely to suffer the disease as 
non-identical twins, who share 
only half their genes. 

“This should have a great im- 
pact on this often forgotten dis- , 
case,” he added. Identifying 
the gene would allow screening 
while offering the hope in the 
longer term of new therapies. 

Those with the gene, he said, 
could be given lifestyle advice 
- “keqp your weight as low as 
possible, avoid marathon run- 
ning, avoid orthopaedic sur- 
geons doing anything to your 
cartilage, avoid too much foot- 
ball, but keep fit and keep your 
muscles strong”. And in the 
longer run new drugs might be 
produced which would prevent 
the progressive development 
of tiie disease. 

Wear and tear still remained 
an important factor, Dr Spec- 
tor said, as did obesity, and 
both might prove of more 
importance in those already 
predisposed to the disease. 

Gemini Research, a sub- 
sidiary of a company based in 
the British Virgin I slands , has 
bought the commercial rights to 
the twins’ database. The com- 
pany rather than donors will 
reap financial rewards if prod- 
ucts are developed from the raw 
material they have provided. 


Thermos flasks’ cod image 


A London advertising agency 
has taken on one of the tough- 
est challenges in marketing - 
m aking Thermos flasks cool. 

Trevor Beattie, creative di- 
rector of TBWA and the man 
behind the award-winning Won- 
deibra advertisements, has been 
given the job of helping create 
a hip new image for the drink 
containers, often viewed as the 


packed-lunch companion of 
anorak-dad trainspottere and el- 
derly couples at the seaside. 

The £500,000 campaign, un- ; 
der the <*amhlin* “Thermos - I 
The Flask Just Got Hot”, will , 
run for two weeks and will be | 
initially test-launched at sites in 
railway stations, motorway ser- 
vice areas and shopping centres 
in Britain and France. 


Dead bodies delay 
luxury flats plan 


ROS WYNNE-JONES 

Plans to build a health dub and 
luxury apartments in north Lon- 
don have been held up by the 
discovery that more than 12,000 
bodies he below the site. 

Developers are having the 
bodies exhumed and earned to 
Tfeut Park, Middlesex, where 
they will be reburied. 

The site in Islington, north 
London, within the main shop- 
ping area, was once a Victori- 
an graveyard. After the Closure 
of Burial Grounds Act in 1852 
a timber yard was built over the 
thousands of graves and they 
were forgotten. 

The site, off Upper Street, is 
now being redeveloped by 
Groveworld Ltd, which discov- 
ered the bodies after running 
tests in the area. Historical 
records confirmed the timber- 
yard was once a Victorian ceme- 
tery and that the last bodies 
were buried in 1852. 

ffeter Bonsai, head of parks 


and cemeteries at Islington 
council, said the bodies would 
be treated with reverence. “The 
development company have 
called m specialists to exhume 
the bodies," he said. The spe- 
cialist company, Necropolis Co, 
said it was usual practice for 
bodies to be lifted out one by 
one and placed in containers. 
There containers would then be 
transported to the new site. 

David Jenkins, of Necropo- 
lis. said: “The work we are do- 
ing in Islington is far less 
unusual than people might i 
think. Mass exhumation is go- 
ing on all year round, all the 
time.” However, some nearby 
residents were concerned about 
diseases like smallpox which 
might have finis hed off the 
Victorians. 

Dorothy Jones, who lives 
near the old entrance to the tim- 
ber yard, said: “They died of 
honible diseases in those days. 
They mig ht be bringing them up 
with the bodies.” 


DAILY POEM 


The Scholars 

By Rebecca Vfearling 

Oidmen bend over older books. 

And pia old eyes to further strum, 

Old hands examine fevered looks. 
Producing notes from lovers pain. 

The scholars grope where poets ran. 
Translating love with pedants care. 

■The tines no longer rhyme or scan. 

The ardour faded into air. 

All serious, correct and staid; 
Mdr^mgWianfaceshned; 

AS stained with ink ail cuffs are frayed 
Allyauthful life left far behind. 


J. fK* _ — 

Love's passions turned to dusty grey. 
Unwilling pupils stay untaugfrt 

Theykrttisha^nothir^nioretosay. 


Rebecca Yearling is 17 and comes from Glasgow, This poem, 
Keoecca ieanmg hr s nes i 0 a dose a week of some of 

written when die was ^ smith Yrung Voters’ Cbm- 
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Strange dance begins as 
firework stars blast off 
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Starbursb The 'Firework Nebula’ In the constellation Perseus shooting light and X-rays 


The stars at the centre of the 
“firework Nebula”, pictured 
here, have begun shooting out 
light and X-rays after a four- 
year silence - a fad only picked 
up by an international team of 
amaleur astronomers who keep 

in touch via the Internet 
Known officially as GK-Per, 
the nebula lies in the constel- 
lation Itaseus, about 1,500 light 
years from Earth. At its centre 
are two stars - one hot and gassy, 
and another which is now a 
dense “white dwarf", about as 
heavy as our Sun but only as 
large as the Earth. It “went 
nova” in 1901, leading to the 
firework effect visible here as 
pieces of the star’s outer shell 
were thrown off by a cata- 
clysmic explosion within iL 
Now, in part of a four-year cy- 
cle, gas is being sucked from the 
larger star towards the white 
dwarf “like water running down 
a plughole", said Julian Os- 
borne, a research scientist at the 
University of Leicester. As the 
gas approaches the dwarf, it 
swirls around and heats up, 
giving off light, until finally a 


Amateur astronomers 
have found a nebula 
in explosive mood, 
writes Charies Arthur 

critical mass surrounding the 
star is dragged downwards - 
where it crashes into the hot sur- 
face at 5.4 million mph, accel- 
erating so rapidly that it gives 
off X-rays. 

Dr Osborne was contacted in 
February by the amateur group, 

numbering about 30 in te ma- 


ths nebula and other variable 
stars. “It’s notpossible to pre- 
dict when it will happen, so we 
rely on amateurs to tell us and 
to register its changes in bright- 
ness,” he said yesterday. “They 
put the information on the In- 
ternet and have a daily mailing 
list so they can tell the profes- 
sionals.” 

Once alerted, he was able to 
get an orbiting X-ray satellite to 
begin observing the starburst, 
which is expected to last two or 
three months. But so far nobody 


can predict how long the pair of 
stars will continue their strange 
dan The white dwarf wiD gain 
mass, meaning that it will be 
able to suck gas more easily, but 
even so there is probably suffi- 
cient material for the cycle to 
last many millions of years. 

■ The largest computer simu- 
lations of the development of 
our universe from its early in- 
fancy to its current state have 
just been carried out by an in- 
ternational consortium of as- 
tronomers (the Virgo 
Consortium) based at Durham 
University, writes Tom Wilkie. 

The researchers demon- 
strated that galaxies as we see 
them today formed by the 
merging of protogalactic frag- 
ments that grew, over billions of 
years, out of tiny ripples in the 
energy from the fireball after the 
Big Bang. In the computer sim- 
ulation, the properties of the rip- 
ples are fed into a large 
supercomputer as the 'initial 
conditions’. A computer pro- 
gram that simulates the growth 
of these ripples is then execut- 
ed. 
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Worrying analysis: Psychologists told of crisis for 
universities and computer stress bothering the young 


Cheats and bad 


marking cause 


degrees of doubt 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 


A degree from a British uni- 
versity could soon be worthless 
in the eyes of employers because 
of widespread discrepancies 
in marking between different 
institutions and cheating by- 
undergraduates, a leading ed- 
ucational psychologist warned 
yesterday. 

Professor Stephen Newstead, 
president of the British Psy- 
chological Society, is calling 
for a national examination at 
university levcL, and a radical 
overhaul' of the student assess- 
ment system to offset the Wor- 
rying variations" in marking. 

' He cited the example of two 
experienced markers differing 
by 70 per cent in (he marks they 
gave a history script. In anoth- 
er study, Professor Newstead 
gave six essays to 14 experienced 
examiners in psychology and 
found “dramatic" variations. 

Professor Newstead, Profes- 
sor of Psychology at Plymouth 
University, said that in the US 
no one now trusts the degrees 
awarded by individual univer- 
sities. They rely instead On a na- 
tional exam, the Graduate 
Record Examination, taken by 
graduates, “We are in danger of 
that happening here unless we 


take steps to address it now 
. . . The system is in danger of 
being undermined,” he said. 

Speaking on the opening day 
of the BPS annual conference 
in Brighton, Professor New- 
stead said that examination 
marking is unreliable: stan- 
dards of assessment are incon- 
sistent over time, institution, and 
subject; markers are biased, 
and it is too easy for students 
to cheat 

The assumption that a First 
Gass honours degree means the 
same as it did 20 or 30 years ago 
is open to question, he added. 
The number of firsts awarded 
nationally has increased from 6 
to 10 per cent since 1980. while 
the average degree is now up- 
per second, not a lower second 
as it was just a few years ago. 
This is at a time when almost 
one-third of 18-year-olds enter 
higher education compared 
with just 5 per cent in the 
1970s. 

“It is difficult to believe that 
the proportion of these modern- 
day students who merit a good 
degree is so much higher than 
the proportion of their much 
more highly selected predeces- 
sors," Professor Newstead said. 

He pointed to wide variations 
in the awarding of good degrees 
- an upper second or higher - 


between disciplines .A student 
had a SO per cent chance of get- 
ting a first or upper second 
in philosophy and history, but 
only 30 per cent in accountan- 
cy. Just over 40 per cent of 
maths and education students 
received good degrees com- 
pared to 60 per cent in engi- 
neering and technology. 

Marker bias is also a key fac- 
tor. based on an examiner's 
knowledge and opinion of the 
student with a tendency to 
make sure that their own stu- 
dents do better than those of 
other lecturers. They may be 
marked higher, or helped before 
the exam with hints about ques- 
tions or revision classes on 
exam-related topics. 

There was also evidence of 
discrimination against women 
students who tended to be 
marked down compared to 
male colleagues who get twice 
as many firsts. 

Cheating in exams was also 
“disturbingly high". Professor 
Newstead claimed. 

A study of almost 1,000 stu- 
dents found >hat more than half 
used material from another 
source without acknowledge- 
ment, nearly half had invented 
data, and a similar number 
allowed fellow students to copy 
their work. 


Hi-tech anxiety that bites 
the computer generation 


LIZ HUNT 


ng people who have grown 
tith computers suffer more 


Young 
up will 

anxiety when using them than 
older, less experienced users, 
who have had new technology 
forced upon them in the work- 
place, according to new 
research. 

Nicholas Bozionelos, a lec- 
turer in psychology at Strath- 
clyde University, said the 
findings were “surprising" and 
confound the expected view 
that young people introduced to 
computers at school or the 
home are undaunted by them 
and easily acquire the basic 
skills. 

Mr Bozionelos studied a 
group of 50 18- to 23-year-olds 
in higher education who used 
computers for their course wurk 
and a group of 170 older 
students aged 30 to 43 at a 
business management school. 

More than one-third of the 
younger group showed com- 
puter anxiety - avoidance be- 


haviour, wariness and failure to 
experiment with computers and 
negative remarks - compared 
with one in five of the older 
group. Women were twice as 
likely to experience computer 
anxiety in the older group than 
men. 

Around 3 per cent of the 
younger group suffered such 
acute anxiety that it could be 
classed as computer phobia, a 
condition widely recognised in 
the US, 3nd as distressing and 
disabling as a fear of spiders. 
Symptoms include nausea and 
dizziness when confronted with 
a computer. In its extreme form 
computerphobia is estimated to 
cost US industry billions of dol- 
lars in lost productivity, and 
even sabotage of hardware by 
sufferers. 

Mr Bozionelos told the BPS 
conference in Brighton yester- 
day that young people were 
aware that their future job 
prospects may depend on mas- 
tery of the computer, and this 
was an added source of stress. 


“New computer applications 
are arriving in the marketplace 
at an increasing rate. They see 
everything changing and they 
feel they are not able to keep 
up with the change. . .. 

“People in their thirties and 
forties know they may have to 
keep up with one or two appli- 
cations in their work, and are 
comfortable with this," Mr 
Bozionelos said. 

He said computer anxiety 
was linked with lack of confi- 
dence in mathematics ability, 
and better teaching of this sub- 
ject would help. Earlier intro- 
ductions to computers at school 
and adult courses which explain 
how computers function were 
more valuable than short, in- 


troductory packages, lasting 
one or two days, he said. 


“Companies should be more 
careful 'Mien introducing com- 
puters and ensure they address 
tiie human issues. They usual- 
ly decide the system... on 


technical issues, and then expect 
vithiL" 


their employees to work wit 



Hand-to-hand combat: Jugglers practising at Cafton H3I, Edinburgh, for this weekend’s British Juggling Convention. Artists 
from world-wide will compete in Juggling Olympics’ such as the lOOm and backward sprint Photograph; Colin McPherson 
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‘Work can kill’ warning 




GLENDA COOPER 


Overwork can kill and the 
Government should take action 
to reduce the working week, 
according to the British Medical 
Journal. 

In an editorial it says that the 
Government should intervene 
to prevent health and safety haz- 
ards, including overwork, and 
employers should be responsi- 
ble for preventing work 
overload and stress. 

In Japan there is a recognised 
syndrome of “death ^over- 
work" where the family of a man 
who killed himself after work- 
for 17 months without a day 


in 


on has recently won compen- 
sation from his employer. 


The UK has so far resisted a 
European Union proposal that 
limiting the working week to 48 
hours should be regarded as a 
health and safety issue. 

But several studies seem to 
prove that working too hard can 
damage your health. A Danish 
study of 2,465 bus drivers over 
seven years found that workload 
as measured by the intensity of 
traffic on the drivers’ routes was 
the factor most strongly asso- 
ciated with death or admission 
to hospital with a heart attack. 

The incidence of death and 
hospitalisation in those with 
higher workloads was more 
than twice that in the group with 
low workloads. 

“Of course there have been 


big improvements in developed 
countries since the Industrial 
Revolution but sometimes phys- 
ical overwork has been replaced 
by psychological overload," said 
Susan Michie and Anne Cock- 
croft. researchers at the Royal 
Free Hospital and School of 
Medicine Occupational Health 
and Safely Unit in London. 
“And as unemployment has in- 
creased over the past decade, 
those in work have experienced 
increased workload, work pres- 
sure and hours of work." 

They called on the Govern- 
ment to introduce legislation 
and strategies to increase em- 
ployment, reduce the working 
week and to prevent health 
and safety hazards at work. 


Post staff won’t 
stoop to conquer 


ALAN MURDOCH 

Dublin 


Dunblane school gym reduced to rubble 


The Dunblane primary school 
gym where Thomas Hamilton 
massacred 16 children and their 
teacher was demolished 
yesterday. 

No more than a pile of rub- 
ble remains on the spot where 
Hamilton carried out his 
slaughter on 13 March, before 
killing himself with his own 
gun. 

A group of journalists was al- 
lowed into the school to witness 


the final stages of the £30,000 
operation to tear down the 
1960s building and replace it 
with a temporary garden. 

A mechanical digger has 
been feeding a shuttle fleet of 
trucks which ship the rubble 
away to an undisclosed landfill 
site. 

The £10,000 cost of the de- 
molition itself was provided 
free by a local contractor. 

The only remaining sign that 


the low pile of rubble was once 
a school buDding was a blue wail, 
with five radiators now incon- 
gruously exposed to the 
elements. Once it was an inside 
wall of the gym, but now it 
forms the gable end of the 
school assembly block which 
abutted the demolished building. 

This will be turned into an 
outside wall, decorated to 
match (be rest of the school. 

The demolition operation 


has been carried out in priva- 
cy, behind wire-mesh barriers 
and with police standing guard 
at the school entrances. 

But two bereaved families 
bad turned up briefly to watch 
the demolition in progress. 

Mike Robbins, chairman of 
the school board, said yesterday: 
“The removal of the gym is a 
significant step. 

“It allows the parents of 
Dunblane to draw a line under 


the events, and enables us to 
look to the future to build upon 
what's happening here today." 

He went on: “It takes away 
that focal point and allows the 
teachers in particular to think 
ahead and to plan for the kids 
coming back on Monday after 
the Easier holiday." 

When the site has been 
cleared a bed of fine golden 
gravel wiE be put down. This will 
be dotted with tubs of flowers. 


some supplied by the nearby 
Gleneagles hotel. 

Some of this temporary gar- 
den will be in place by Monday 
when the school's 700 children 
return from the Easter break, 
and it should be completed 
later in the week by men 
working outside school hours. 

A memorial garden will be 
created on the she and a new 
gym will be erected elsewhere 
within the school complex. 


Ireland's postmen and women 
have declared that they will no 
longer bow to ungrateful cus- 
tomers. They are threatening to 
stop delivering to low- 
down letter boxes, blaming an 
epidemic of back strain. 

The worsening problem 
has been caused by a national 
mania for borne improvement 
that has seen the spread of 
porches and glass doors with 
floor-JeveJ letter boxes. 

Now the aggrieved postmen 
say they will no longer stand, or 
rather, crouch for iL So fed up 
are they of injuries caused by the 
hazardous movement of bend- 
ing down to ground level while 
carrying heavy mail bags that the 
Irish Republic's Communica- 
tions Workers' Union is now 
threatening a boycott of im- 
possibly low letter boxes. 

Chris Hudson, a CWU offi- 
cial, himself an ex-postman, 
said: “It's not a laughing mat- 
ter. I can remember the prob- 
lems with my back and the 
sheer difficulty of bending 
down, getting mail into a letter- 
box which was at the bottom of 
a door, while trying to retain the 
bag on your back." 

Branch officials have told 


some postal workers to deliver 
mail to site offices only on new 
estates where builders had told 
the union to “get lost”. 

The union wants parity with 
European counterparts. In the 
Netherlands the authorities 
have set a minimum height for . 
letter boxes and the CWU is 
pressing the Department of the , 
Environment to legislate for this 
in building regulations. 

A 1992 survey by the Irish 
Business and Employers Con- ’ 
federation (EBEC) of 7,600 
work injuries leading to dahns 
against management found that 
13 percent involved back strain. 
A 1987-89 study of reportable 
accidents at work showed be- 
tween 22 and 27 per cent an- 
nually involved back injuries. 

Mr Hudson said members • 
were not introducing an im- 
mediate ban, but locally the 
union and the postal service . 
have urged builders to set let- 
ter boxes at hip heighL “We ■ 
don’t seem to be getting much 
sympathy. Some builders and 
local authorities seem to think 
it’s a joke.” 

He added that if local au- 
thorities failed to accept their . 
responsibilities “it win get to the • 
situation where we are com- 
pelled by our members to take 
some action". 
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£ 1,399 (£ 1 , 673.20 

ind. delivery + VAT } 



With Dell, things just get better and better. For a limited period only, were offering our Dimension' 
P120t for the unbelievably low price of £1,399 (£1,673.20 incl. delivery and VAT). Charged by a 
120HHz Pentium® Processor it gives you all the power you need, making it the ultimate high spec high 
performance Ready-to-Run machine. It also comes complete with Microsoft® 

Office Professional 95 and Microsoft Windows 95. But to take advantage of this 

incredible offer you must act now. Call us today on 
01344 724769 and get a better PC for your money. 




Designed for 



D&LL 


DIRECT 



police hunting the killers of an 
accountant shot dead by hood- 
ed gunmen ai his home havear- 
rested iwo. men .’after an 
international inquiry that has 
lasted four years: 

David Wilson, 47, Was mur- 
dered whfle bis family- were 
held hostage- at their home 
at Wthnell, near. Cfaoriey, 
Lancashire in 1992. 

The two suspects were ar- 
rested in the London area late 
on Wednesday night 

Michael Austin, 39, an Amer- 
ican millionaire fraudster, was 
jailed for life last February for > 
ordering the murder of Mr ' 
Wilson, who was shot twicein 
the head He was kiHed after be- 
coming entangled :ina £26 -5m ' 
international cigarette and in- 
surant fraud, masterminded by 
Austin. 

Austin was extradited from 
New York to face trial last Feb- 
ruary. The court was told be 
amassed about £60m from his 
criminal career. Hehad al least 
50 aliases and even dose asso- ' 
dates did not know his real 1 
name. Stephen Schepke, 46. an 
arms dealer from Sidcup, Kent, . 
was given a fife sentence in Oc- ' 
tober 1993 for aidmgand abet- 
ting the murder. Other people 
have also been convicted. . _ 

Following the convictions 
the police revealed they had 
found a finger print on .sticky 
tape left at the murder scene. - 
The arrests on Wednesday 
are understood to have been 
connected to the prints. 

The two men were yesterday ■ 
brought back to Lancashire for 
questioning after being arrest- . 
ed by a team of Lancashire 
detectives. 

Superintendent Bob Den- 
mark, who has headed a world- ' 
wide hunt for the killers, said: 

I do believe that our four-year 
hunt for the gunmen is drawing 
to a close." 
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Located in the small village of 
Belsay, 14 miles north-west of 
Newcastle, Belsay Hall consists 
of a well-preserved fourteenth- 
antnry castle, the ruins of a 
seventeenth -century mansion 
and one of the most important 
neo-dassical houses in Britain. 
But the real jewels in the crown 
arc the 30 acres of magnificent 
formal gardens, exotic quarry 
gardens and woodland that 
surround the buildings. A stroll 
through the grounds at Belsay 



reveals sycamore, oak and ash 
trees, the Magnolia Terrace, 
the Rhododendron Garden, the 
lovely Meadow Garden. Much 
. of what you see there reflects 
the eccentric character of Sir 
Charles Monck. He returned 
from his 19- month European 
honeymoon, 1804-1806, full of 
ideas to build a new borne at 
Belsay in beautiful neo-Greek 
style. And to have it set in an 
equally beautiful landscape. 



T O celebrate the 1996 Year of 
Visual Arts, Belsay Hall will 
come alive again from 4th May 
-until atfth October. The '■living 
at Behay' exhibition will feature 
the work of selected craftsmakers 
and artists who'll be refurbishing 
the entrance and the three main 
reception rooms. It's a novel idea 
which will see rhe normally bare 
rooms equipped with magnificent 
furniture, fine ceramics, glassware 
and wall hangings. A rare chance 
to see contemporary artistry in 
an historical setting. 


I n 1092 William Rufus, angered that Carlisle was proclaimed part of 
Scotland, went north, drove the Scots out and ordered the building 
of a stronghold in the borderlands. Thus Carlisle Castle was constructed 
just half a mile outside the city. And ever since it has been the scene of 
numerous battles with, different factions fighting for ownership. It was 
besieged by parliamentarians in the Civil War, then by Bonnie Prince 
Charlie during the Jacobite Rising. In order to repel such attacks, the 
castle defences have been extensively remodelled over the centuries. 
Perhaps the most notable ‘guest 1 at Carlisle Castle was Mary guten of Scott* 
a prisoner there back in if 68. You can see Queen Mary’s Tower and 
take the very route she took during her daily walks around the grounds. 


YOU BUILD A CASTLE 
FOR A KING WHO’S REN OWNE D 










FOR CHOPPING 

HEADS OFF, YOU BUILD 


A REALLY NICE CASTLE. 


This year marks the 2yoth anniversary of the 
imprisonment of Jacobites inside Carlisle Castle 
following the 1745 Rising. Led by Bonnie Prince 
Charlie, they succeeded in taking Carlisle Castle 
before marching southwards to claim the throne 
for Charlie’s farher, James Stuart. An exhibition 
within the castle tells the dramatic story of the 
Jacobites’ movements. How they returned north 
in defeat with the Duke of Cumberland’s men 
hot on their heels. How they were captured and 
imprisoned, many of them later to be hanged, drawn and quartered on the nearby 
Gallows Hill. In a dungeon, you will see the famous Licking Stones. A permanently 
moist wall which provided a little water for the Jacobites in this overcrowded prison. 


When Osborne House was completed in 
i8yi to provide a country' residence for 
Queen Victoria, it was considered by Her 
Majesty to be ‘small and snug’. However, 
to humble subjects such as you and I, it is 
anything but. Osborne , on the Isle of Wight, 
served as a peaceful seaside retreat where 
Queen Victoria and Prince Albert could 
escape the strict confines of ceremony. 
And a magnificent retreat it is too. Albert’s 
passion for the Italian Renaissance is clearly 
evident, what with the Italianate terrace, 
the Andromeda fountain and the cement 
copies of the fine Medici Lions from the 
Loggia de' Lanza , Florence. Inside you will 
see a classical Roman statue, the Marine 
Venus , a lovely fresco painting by William 
Dyce and lots of extravagant grotesque 
decoration. In the Durbar Room there’s a 
change of country, this state banqueting 
hall having been designed in the Indian 
style. Other rooms worth visiting are the 
Royal Apartments, the Billiards Room and 
the Nursery' Suite. And the perfect way 
to finish your day at Osborne House is to 
take a Victorian horse and carriage ride 
from the main building to the delightful 
Swiss Cottage, a present from the Queen 
to her children in 18^4. 
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Walroer Casxle, Kent. 


Henry VIII aside, many other royals have 
spent time at walmer castle. Amongst 
them Queen Victoria and the current Lord 
Warden, hrh the Queen Mother. Indeed, this 
defightful residence, just a mile from Deal in 
Kent, boasts an extremely impressive list of 
distinguished visitors. Like William Pitt the 
Younger, who was Lord Warden until his 
death in 1806. He would try and visit whenever 
his official dudes would allow. A later Lord 
Warden, the Duke of Wellington* was equally 
taken with his ‘charming marine residence’. 
His room is arranged just as it was during 
his stay, its plain, modest furnishings bearing 
testimony to the Iron P" 1 "*’* - 
preference for unsophist 
surroundings. You can 
the very armchair whei 
died in 1872, his camp; 
bed which still retains 
original horsehair mattr 
and, in the welling’ 
museum just along d 
corridor, the boots wor 
by the celebrated 
British war hero. 



D URABILITY, not beauty, was the main requirement in the construction of Walmer Castle. However, 
the architects, not wishing to take any chances with the notoriously hard to please Henry VIII, 
wisely decided, to address both issues. One of a chain of coastal artillery forts, Walmer was built to 
thwart any invasions by Spain or France. This was a real possibility as Henry’s split with the Roman 
Catholic Church and destruction of many monasteries had infuriated the papacy. The castle differed 
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Why Austria is 

a growing force 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

Britain, with one of the small- 
est percentages of land under 
organic production in the 
European Union, is suddenly 
interested in 'green' fanning 
methods following the BSE cri- 
sis while other member states 
have seen almost explosive 
growth in this sector. 

Generous taxpayer subsidies, 
concerned consumers and the 
Alps have made Austria the 
developed world’s leading 
Organic fanning nation. Just 
over 1 1 per cent of its farmland 
receives no chemical fertilisers 
or pesticides. 

Sweden trails in second 
place, with 3 3 per cent of its 
farm land given over to organ- 
ic production. Germany is third 
with just under two per cent. 

In 1990, the Austrian Gov- 
ernment offered farmers new 
subsidies - for each hectare 
farmed according to strict 
organic and animal-welfare 
principles they would receive a 
fixed payment. 

The country’s agriculture was 
well suited to the switch. There 


are thousands of small sheep 
and cattle farms on Alpine pas- 
tures where the grass receives 
little artificial fertiliser. 

The third strand in this 
environmental success story is 
the cooperation between or- 
ganic farmers’ associations and 
retailers which led to several 
main supermarket chains heav- 
ily backing organic produce. 

Simone Lugbofer, agricul- 
tural campaigner in Austria 
with the Worldwide Fund for 
Nature, said 30 per cent of all 
sales of fresh produce in one 
chain falls into Lhe organic cat- 
egory. It costs, on average. 10 
to IS per cent more than its in- 
tensively produced counterpart 
- in Britain this organic premi- 
um is at least 20 per cent 

The produce includes not 
just vegetables, but cheese, 
milk, noodles and bread. There 
is a World Wildlife Fund- 
endorsed "Panda” bread which 
earns money for the charity. 

“Getting it into the super- 
markets was the real break- 
through because the average 
consumer is a little lazy - they 
don't want to have to visit a spe- 
cial organic shop,” said Frau 


Lugbofer. “Now it has become 
kind of fashionable.” The sub- 
sidies range from 3,000 
Schillings (£188) per hectare for 
organic grassland to 10,000 
Schillings (£625) for vines. 

The subsidies started before 
Austria joined the European 
Union aim have continued since 
- Common Agricultural Policy 
regulations allow them, but 
only as part of a "agri-environ- 
ment" package subject to fi- 
nancial limits. 

Sweden’s farmers also pride 
themselves on being environ- 
ment and a nim al welfare- 
friendly. The change in 
direction away from the most 
intensive methods, fostered by 
a mix of voluntary agreements 
and Government policies, began 
in 1953 when a salmonella epi- 
demic killed 100 people. One 
farm union chose television 
advertising to explain its stance 
on environmental issues. 

Britain only offers subsidies 
for the process of converting 
from intensive to organic pro- 
duction. But the nptake has 
been disappointing and only 03 
per cent of agricultural land is 
organically fumed. 
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Deposit 
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Organic growth: How other 
countries face the challenge 

Poisoned land 

creates demand 

for ‘dean’ food 


JOHN CARLIN 

Washington 

The appetite for organically 
formed food is booming in the 
United States, so much so that 
demand may soon exceed sup- 
ply. The Trends Research In- 
stitute has identified what it calls 

“a clean-food diet" as one of the 
top 10 trends of 1996. 

“It’s a brand new phenome- 
non, a major trend now hitting 
the mainstream,” said Gerald 
Celente, executive director of 
the institute. “We identified it 
as such because so-called health 
foods that were once relegated 
to a niche market, consumed 
only by ‘health food nuts', have 
started appearing for the first 
time during 1995 tn the aisles of 
the mainstream supermarkets.” 

Figures released by the Food 
Marketing Institute show that 
today 42 per cent of main- 
stream supermarkets cany or- 
ganic produce, and 25 percent 
of shoppers are now buying or- 
ganic food at least once a week. 
A business opportunity has 
clearly emerged but, in the 
view of Mr Celente, “demand 
will outstrip supply because so 
much of the land has been poi- 
soned and because the major- 
ity of the meat is factory-raised 
- be it pork, chicken or beef”. 

“Mad cow has had a strong 
impact here in the US,” Mr Ce- 
lente said. “It’s had a strong sub- 
liminal effect, reinforcing what 
we already intuitively believe, 
raising public consciousness still 
further about the safety of what 
we eat, and accelerating the 
trend towards a dean-food diet’’ 

The government’s Centre for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
reported that in 1994 some 7 
million Americans became ill 


Little but scorn 
for indulgence 
of middle class 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

French people have two main 
responses when asked about 
“green” farming. The first is to 
say scornfully that all French 
farming is “green” because 
France, unlike Britain or the 
US, has mostly not gone in for 
“intensive” or “industrial” farm- 
ing. The second is to dismiss it 
as little more than a fashionable 
hobby for middle-class people 
with nothing better to do. 

“Green fanning” neverthe- 
less has a following in France, 
though it accounts for a very 
small proportion of the totaL 
The biggek farmers’ union, the 
FNSEA, said that between 1 
and 2 per cent of formers might 
practise some aspects of 
“green” farming, but that very 
few used no chemical pesticides 
at alL Agriculture ministry sta- 
tistics give the proportion of 
fanners meeting the strict EU 
criteria for “green” fanning as 
only three in 1,000 farmers. 

This, however, is still quite a 
large area of land - roughly 
equivalent to the surface area 
of orchards producing eating ap- 
ples. And while the number of 
farmers registered as practising 
“green" fanning has remained 
almost static since 1990, at 
around 3,700 (although there 
was a dip down to 2,600 in the 
early Nineties), the area of 
land fanned ecologically has in- 
creased by 10 per cent to 60,000 
hectares. There is also a ten- 
dency for “green” farmers to be 


highly specialised, whether in 
particular sorts of livestock 
farming, market-gardening or 
viticulture. 

These figures may, however, 
be deceptive. It is said, for in- 
stance, that some “green” fann- 
ers choose not to register as 
such, some because they do not 
meet all the criteria, some be- 
cause they regard the 3,000- 
franc annual registration fee as 
too expensive and the bureau- 
cracy burdensome. 

For all the popular scorn 
meted out to the idea ofTagri- 
culture biologique”, there is a 
proven demand for “green” 
agricultural products in France, 
and it was growing well before 
the problem of British beef 
emerged. Consumption in- 
creased by 5 per cent between 
1993 and 1994, and continues to 
rise. The Paris area has a dozen 
“green” markets, compared 
with only three, five years ago, 
while regular markets all over 
France often include at least one 
“bio” stall and many large su- 
permarket chains offer “eco- 


and the wholesale network is 
poorly developed. The most 
optimistic estimates suggest 
that between 2 and 3 per cent 
of fruit, vegetables and cereals 
in France could be biologically 
produced by the year 2000, as 
against 1 per cent today. 


A luxury ensured by 
ducks in the paddies 


Organic farming is well-estab- 
lished in Japan, a nation ob- 
sessed with food purity. Almost 
every supermarket has a section 
devoted to organically-pro- 
duced vegetables, rice, fruit 
and poultry, which cost roughly 
20 per cent more than conven- 
tional fare, writes Raymond 
Whitaker. 

Since Japanese food prices 
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heavy subsidies to farmers and 
high import barriers, organic 
produce might seem like a lux- 
ury. But Japanese consumers 
are inured to spending a high- 
er proportion of then- incomes 
on food than those in other 
countries, and organic far ming 
has a high approval rate among 
people living in large cities - 93 
per cent, according to one poll. 

Costs have been kept down, 
and farmers encouraged to 


switch to organic methods, by 
direct contact between con- 
aimers and producers. Japan 

has a sophisticated system of co- 
operatives, known as son tyoku, 
in which c/ty-dwellers band to- 
gether to buy direct from farm- 
eR i who pool and deliver their 
produce. There are more than 
600 such co-ops, the largest of 
which has 150,000 members. “It 
is not just the safety of the food 
that consumers appreciate, but 
also the taste,” said one official. 

. About 10 per cent of Japan's 
fanning villages have gone over, 
to organic production. Some 
rice farmers use ducks instead 
of pesticides to keep down 
weeds in their paddy fields, 
with the result thatthe rice, the 
ducks and their eggs can all bei 
labelled “orwutic” • • 


& to lab elled “organic”. 
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and 9,100 died Scorn food poi- 
soning. But it is not only the im- 
perative to live more healthily 
and longer that explains the in- 
creased demand for organic 
produce. Other factors include 
the emergence of a new^ener- 
ation reared in the doctrines of 
environmental awareness and a 
spreading clamour for fresher 
and better-tasting food-The fig- 
ures show that organic food sales 
in the US in 1995 hit S7.6hn 
(£5bnX up 20 per cent from 
1994. These sales were 22 per 
cent up on 1993. Americans 
spend S400bn on food annually 
but Mr Celente forecasts that by 
2010 organic food will account 
for 20 per cent of sales. 

The trend is reflected most 
eloquently in the burgeoning 
number of health-food super- 
markets. In 1991 there were 195. 
Now there are more than 700. 

There are 7,000 government- 
certified organic farms and 
dozens of sites have emerged on 
the Internet providing oppor- 
tunities to buy produce direct 
from organic fanners. 

The variety of organic foods 
on offer has been growing expt>- 
nentiaify. The list includes 
soups, pizzas, baby foods, soft 
d rinks and even pet food. More 
than 60 per cent of regular or- 
ganic food shoppers have a 
college degree; 73 per cent are 
under 45; and the average in- 
come of health food devotees 
is $36,000. $5,000 above the na- 
tional average. “For those who 
have the means and hear the 
message, a dean-food diet will 
become a n ew-tnill e nni urn sta- 
tus symbol,” Mr Celente 
predicted. 
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Peres gambles on air strikes at Hizbollah 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem . 

Hie Israeli government 
delayed air strikes against 
Hizbollah, the Lebanese guer- 
rilla movement, for so long 
because it has more to lose than 
gain by esolattog the war in 
Lebanon_£y yesterday morning 
it could wait no longer. 

With an election due on 29 
May, Shimon Peres, the prime 
minister, could not afford to 
look weak. His election slogan 
is: “Israel is strong with Peres." 
- Pressure to do something 
.against Hizbollah had been 
.building up in Israel during 
:the Passover holiday. On Tues- 


day guerrillas fired seven 
Katwsha rockets into northern 
Galilee, injuring 36 people and 

damaging 200 homes in Kiryat 

Snmona, close to the Lebanese 
border. Mr Peres was advised 
not to visit the town for fear of 
hostile demonstrations. 

The Israeli army offered the 
government three options: mass 

air attacks, a mixture of air and 

ground attacks, or an attack on 
targets in Beirut. Mr Peres ap- 
pears to have opted for the first 
and third options. By launching 
the first air attack on Beirut 
since the 1982-84 Israeli inva- 
sion of Lebanon, he hopes to 
convince the Israeli electorate 
Hizbollah is being punished. 
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Fears rise 
of new cycle 
of Lebanese 
bloodshed 


Government ministers in 
Jerusalem were yesterday 
sounding bellicose. Ori Orr, 
the defence minister, said: 
“Beirut itself must understand 
that it cannot be quiet there and 
less quiet in Kiryai Shmona.” 
Major General Amiram Levine, 
in command of Israeli forces in 
Lebanon, said: ''Residents in 
south Lebanon who arc under 
the authority of Hizbollah will 
be hit harder and Hizbollah will 
be hit harder.” 

There was a more muted 
analysis from other members of 
the government Yossi Beilin, a 
cabinet minister in Mr Peres’s 
office, said there would be no 
drastic change in the situation 


at the border until Israel had a 
“comprehensive diplomatic 
agreement with Syria and 
Lebanon". The air attacks so far 
have been light, probably de- 
signed more as a warning than 
a serious militaiy assault. 

The danger for the govern- 
ment is that Hizbollah will 
strike back both against Israeli 
troops in Iheir occupation zone 
in southern Lebanon and 
through Katyusha rocket attacks 
against northern Israel. The 
guerrillas have shown in recent 
months that Ihey effective at 
evading Israeli patrols and stag- 
ing complicated ambushes. The 
Israeli explanation for this is that 
Hizbollah has set up special 


units which have good intelli- 
gence and are highly trained. 

There were several signs of 
this increased sophistication in 
recent weeks. In one instance a 
Hizbollah unit fired shots at a 
patrol on the Israeli side of the 
border and then killed four 
soldiers who pursued them with 
a mine; a senior Israeli officer 
was targeted by a suicide 
bomber; and a bomb was placed 
in the local office of the South 
Lebanon Army, the local 
Lebanese militia armed and 
trained by Israel. 

All this' is in sharp contrast to 
the militaiy incompetence of the 
Palestine Liberation Army 
when it ruled south Lebanon be- 


fore the 19S2 invasion. Though 
its ibices numbered about 6.000 
- while Hizbollah forces arc 
probably in the hundreds - it 
failed to mine the roads or 
bridges. Hizbollah has proved 
a much tougher antagonist and. 
as one Israeli observer put it, 
“Peres cannot afford another 20 
militaiy funerals.” 

Israel's opponents are far 
more skilled than they used to 
be. but Israeli tactics have 
remained much the same. Air 
attacks on Beirut and Baalbek 
and reported shelling by gun- 
boats are an old recipe which 
has not proved very effective. 

One possible innovation in 
Israeli tactics is to target villages 


from which Katyusha rockets 
are alleged to have been fired. 
Israel might announce that 
Hizbollah must leave certain vO- 

B a certain date or Israel 
free to fire at them. 

If it does so this wfll mean the 
end of the understanding, bro- 
kered by the US in 1993, where- 
by Israel and Hizbollah pledge 
not to hit each other's civilians 
except by way of retaliation. 

This would mean an escala- 
tion in Lebanon just when the 
Israeli government does not 
want it. In 50 days it will face a 
general election. It had hoped 
that Lebanon would not be- 
come an issue. It has enough 
troubles calming public anxiety 


ROBERT FISK 

.Beirut 

Israel's long-expected blitz on 
Lebanon - a day of air attacks 
that hit Beirut for the first time 
.in almost 14 years - had last 
night produced near-stalemate 
as the Hizbollah militia threat- 
ened retaliation against Israel. 

Rafiq Hariri, the Lebanese 
Prime Minister, warned (hat the 
“vicious circle of violence” 
which left at least four dead and 
six wounded across Lebanon, 
could run out of control unless 
the Israelis, who said their raids 
were in retaliation to an earli- 
er Hizbollah Katyusha attack, 
■resolved to withdraw their oc- 
cupation troops from the south 
of the country. 

By evening, the Israeli assault 
seemed to have achieved little. 
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Of the four known dead, three 
were civilians - one a 27-year- 
old woman killed in her car try 
a missile-firing Israeli heli- 
copter near the Jiye power sta- 
tion - while an air raid on a 
supposed Hizbollah office out- 
side the eastern Lebanese city 
of Baalbek merely destroyed the 
municipal rubbish dump. 

Despite Israel’s much- 
trumpeted “destruction" of a 
“terrorist operational nerve- 
centre”, the Hizbollah's head- 
quarters in Beirut - the high-rise 
Majlis al- Shura council build- 
ing - appeared untouched, al- 
though militiamen prevented 
reporters from moving less than 
200 metres from the building. 


The only militar y casualty 
was a Lebanese soldier manning 
a checkpoint south of the city 
of Tyre who was killed when the 
Israelis bombed an army anti- 
aircraft unit which bad been fir- 
ing at their helicopters. 

The Israelis later warned the 
Lebanese army to “slay neutral" 
in their attack on Hizbollah but 
the Lebanese Minister of De- 
fence, who declared the dead 
soldier a “martyr”, ordered his 
brigades in southern Lebanon 
to fire at Israeli forces in the air 
or on the ground. 

Presumably aware of the 
civilian casualties that would be 
wrought by the air assault, an 
Israeli army statement warned 
during the day that “civilians 
who live next to Hizbollah ac- 
tivist (sic) centres and homes 
may be hurt.” But the radio 
station of Israel’s prosy South 
Lebanon Army militia said elec- 
tricity stations and water systems 
may; be. attacked, suggesting 
Israel’s real intention was to 
threaten Lebanon’s government 
with. disaster unless it disarmed 
the “Islamic Resistance” move- 
ment in southern Lebanon. 

But Mr Hariri said last night 
that attacks on Israelis inside 
southern Lebanon would con- 
tinue unless Israel abided by UN 
Security Council resolution 425, 
to withdraw ail Israeli forces 
from southern Lebanon. 

Syria called the attacks “an 
act of aggression that would 
damage the Middle East peace 
process." What caused deep 
concern for Mr Hariri, howev- 
er. was not so much the casu- 
alties but the assault on Beirut 
Not since the hot August days 
of the Israeli siege of 1982 
when their enemies were the 
PLO - now their new allies - 
have the Israelis attacked the 
Lebanese capital. 

By the standards of 14 years 
ago, yesterday's missile-firing 
helicopters were a pin-prick, but 
they were intended - as both the 
Lebanese and the Syrians knew 
- to cany a message: further at- 
tacks on Beirut could be less re- 
strained, more bloody and 
longer-lasting; so why don't the 



over the four suicide bomb 
attacks which killed 62 people 
in February and March. 

But an editorial in the daily 
newspaper Ha’arelz said a 
breaking point was close in 
northern Israel when “the pop- 
ulation wfll move southward 
and. in politics, voters will shift 
to the right". 

The air strikes yesterday were 
an attempt to achieve three 
aims: Show Israelis that firm 
action is being taken, send a 
warning to Hizbollah but, at the 
same time, not escalate the 
level of fighting. The extent of 
Hizbollah retaliation will decide 
if Mr Peres has achieved these 
contradictory objectives. 


April — ■ Israeli 
copter gunshipa ' : _b|aste^ : 
Hizbollah gpetf lie 
Beirut’s southern V 


Air force: Bystanders In a southern suburb of Beirut inspect the damage caused by Israeli aerial bombardment 


Photograph: Globenet 


ori the .Lebanese papain: 
ready 

Following are the inidin? 
events in the latest roui^qf 
violence between tiebappn's 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
of God) arid Israel forced 1 

• 4 March ■ — Hizbollah 
guerrillas kill four IsraeUsoE?. 
diers in. Jsraeljff ^ spuwj 
Lebanon oaxipatiim zone*; 
One HizboHah gperniEa^tterk. 

• 10 Match — One Vjsraisf 
^soldier killed; antf-vftar^ 
wounded in Hizboitefr 
attack in dCcupsitSqri Sorol 

• • 14 March ’' : Fwe IsriaefL 
soldierewGundrid fnHfrbojhT; 
lah raid.-: 

26 Mari* ,-e 
suicide bbmber Kflls onelsi*; 
ra eii soWier Jn ' attack : neap 
border: with 4sre£L./ : S 
.•30 Marijh4-:]sraefes^i ; 
south Lebanon wD^gsefciiHfg 1 : 
HizbOllah 

Katyusha rackets info norths 
erh Israel no <■£ 

. «3 April —Bomb blast krttsF 
Lebanese boy and wounds 
three people in a guemRg' 
held south lebanonMilage. 
•3 April. Hizbollah 
blames Israel for bomb blast 
and guerrillas fire Katyusha 
rockets into northern Israel, 
wounding 36 people. 

• 10 April — One Israeli soF 
dier killed, three wounded in 
Hizbollah shelling of their out- 
post in zone: 


Lebanese and Syrian govern- 
ments disarm the Hizbollah 
who are causing so many casu- 
alties among Israel’s occupation 
troops in the south? As Mr 
Hariri made dear last night, nei- 
ther Beirut nor Damascus 
planned any such action. 

In 1993, after Israel re- 
sponded to the killrag of eight 
occupation soldiers with an air 
bombardment that slaughtered 
123 Lebanese civilians, an 
agreement brokered by the US 
and Syria between Israel and the 
Hizbollah stipulated that neither 
side would attack the other's 
civilians unless the other did so 
firsL Last month, the Israelis 
apologised for killing two young 
civilian men in the village of 
Yater for fear that the Hizbol- 
lah might fire Katyusha rockets 
over the border. Last weekend, 
a boy was killed by a bomb in 
the neighbouring village of 
Bradchit; HizboDah's belief that 
the explosives were command- 


detonated by the Israelis 
prompted the Katyusha attack 
which wounded 13. civilians in 
Galilee and provoked yester- 
day’s counter- counter-retalia- 
tion by Israel. 

The Lebanese and Syrians re- 
alise Shimon Peres, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, is under pres- 
sure prior to the 29 May elec- 
tions, to show be can tame the 
Hizbollah. But the militia’s de- 
termination to go on fighting the 
Israelis inside Lebanon means 
the Israelis are likely to face re- 
taliation in response to their 
own retaliation, a cycle of mu- 
tual revenge which, as Mr 
Hariri said, can become self- 
generating. 

Hizbollah and security 
sources in southern Lebanon 
suggested last night that further 
Katyusha attacks would be 
made against Israel in response 
to today’s raids. Rumours in 
Beirut spoke of a planned Israeli 
commando raid on the capital. 
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Mmrovia - Gangs of Liberian 
jrjitiamen blasted their way 
rhUn^h gates with rocket-pro- 
peffed -grenades and carried 
oft their spoils in United Na- 
tion vehicles as fighting here 
tutted into a frenzy of looting 
yesterday- 

The United States diverted a 
waribip from the Adriatic to 
helnevacuate foreigners. Res- 
idents confined to their homes 
sinedfighting erupted on Sal- 
uKtotsaid food and water were 
runnfig short Looters attacked 
the tibanese school next to the 
US embassy in the Mamba 
Fointjistrict and used vehicles 
from me UN military observer 
missiot to cany off their spoils. 


They also invaded UN De- 
velopment Programme offices. 
A witness said looters, who 
have emptied shops of goods, 
were attacking homes and seiz- 
ing private cars. 

General John Inienger, com- 
mander of the Ecoraog African 
peace-keeping force, said his 
men were trying to take key dis- 
tricts of the capital to prevent 
carnage spreading. Units bad 
intercepted guerrillas trying to 
infiltrate the capital from west- 
ern Liberia to back colleagues 
locked in fighting. A number of 
guerrillas died in the dash. 
u We ... should try and secure 

the Mamba Point area as a pri- 
ority." he said, referring to the 
district where the UNDP of- 
fices, other international agen- 
cies. most embassies and 


diplomatic residences are. US 
helicopters have been ferrying 
foreigners from the US em- 
bassy in the district to Freetown 
or Dakar. US officials said 
flights might have to be re- 
stricted to night-time because 
of fear of daytime attack from 
militia gunners with rocket- 
propelled grenades. Nearly 400 
people have been evacuated 
since Tuesday and hundreds 
more are in the embassy. 

In six years of civil war in 
libera the capital had been rel- 
atively safe until dashes erupt- 
ed nearly a week ago after the 
coalition government trial to ar- 
rest the Krahn tribe militia 
warlord, Roosevelt Johnson, 
on murder charges. 

The fighting is the most se- 
rious threat to a 1995 peace ac- 


cord which was signed in Nige- 
ria last August 

Nigeria and Ghana, which 
have the largest contingents of 
troops in the Ecomog force, 
which was sent to Liberia in 
1990, held urgent consulta- 
tions on Wednesday and 
pledged their commitment to 
the regional peace-keeping ef- 
fort. “Whatever the cost, 
Liberia and Liberians must not 
be abandoned to their fate,” a 
Ghanaian official said after a 
delegation from President Jer- 
iy Rawlings held talks with the 
Nigerian military ruler. Gener- 
al Sani Abacha, in Abuja. 

Genera] Inienger said Eco- 
mog peace-keepers and other 
hostages, including scores of 
Lebanese, were still held by Mr 
Johnson’s backers. 
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Violence threatens Natal poll again 
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1 President Nelson 
esterday.said local- 
ly elections in 
Natal might have to 
pd for a second time 
E^jespread violence 
wlahnfl in the 


the election shouldgo ahead as 
scheduled on 29 May, be post- 
poned altogether or be held in 
stages. . 7 

Violence between Mr Man- 
dela's African National. Cote 


province. , . 

He said he would meet the 
Inkatha Freedom Party le3 der * 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, in Cape 
Tbwn today to discuss whether 


raged on in the province despite., 
the relative calmininostof ihe : 
country since the affrace gen^ 
eral election in 1$^L . - 

“There is a level of 
deaths in the province,”; Mr" 
Mandela said afteta meeting 


m Pretoria with Chris Rsmer, 
Ministerof Constitutional Af- 
faiis and Local Government, 
and deputy, Mohammed 
^HiMoosa. 

Mr Fismer and Mr Vaifi 
Moosa reported to him on a vis- 
it they made this week to the 
province T to canvass views on 
whether ffie election should go 
aheadas planned. The poB was 
postponed in November be- 
cause of violence and then put 
off again in March because of 
a boundary disrate. “There are 


still no-go areas where there is 
no guarantee that free and fair 
elections can be held,” Mr 
Mandela said. 

“We cannot ignore the feet 
that so many people have died 
and the prediction is that more 
people are going to die as the 
rhetoric from the political or- 
ganisations intensifies. Whai is 
the point of having elections 
when some organisations can- 
not do their political work in 
some areas, and these are vast 
... areas?" 
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Gibraltar drug chase death angers Spam , 

lerm . — ... ^ 


pUZABETHNASH 

Madrid 


Spain imposed strict border 
controls and Britain's ambas- 
sador in Madrid was summoned 
to the Spanish foreign ministry 
for a dressing-down yesterday, 
after a civQ guardsman died in 
a helicopter crash off the south- 
ern coast while in pursuit of a 
Gibraltar-registered speedboat 
suspected of drug-running. The 
incident was described as “very 
serious** and reignites the long- 
smouldering row with Britain 
over drugs being smuggled via 
Gibraltar from Morocco to 
Spain. 

The ambassador, Anthony 


Madrid gives Britain a dressing-down after helicopter crashes pursuing speedboat off the Rock 

_ . _ _ . i « is nia innlr a&amst the 


Briebty, received a formal com- 
plaint that Britain was not do- 
ing enough to stamp out drug 
gmng glinp through Gibraltar, a 
senior Spanish diplomatic offi- 
cial said. “The incident shows 
that the smuggling operators are 
still active. Britain, as the colo- 
nial power, bears a very large 
part of the responsibility. It 
has only snipped off the leaves 
of the carrot The root is still 
alive and we want it pulled up," 
the official said. 

Prodded by Madrid, Britain 
last summer imposed measures 
to combat smuggling and 


money-laundering in Gibraltar 
that were acknowledged by all 
parties to have cut down illicit 
traffic. But the foreign ministry 
said yesterday that the measures 
had been “neither effective nor 
sufficient" and must be 
strengthened. 

Spanish regional authorities 
slapped what they described 
as “very severe controls’* on 
the border with Gibraltar ha 
response to “the intolerable 
rebirth of the speedboat smug- 
glers". The regional governor 
admitted that the stringent 
measures would probably cause 


considerable inconvenience for 
visitors to the Rock, but were 
necessitated by recent events. 

A British embassy spokes- 
woman, commenting on the 
meeting between Mr Brigbty 
and the foreign ministry’s head 
of European affairs, Jose Ro- 
driguez Spiteri, said: “Hie am- 
bassador received Spain’s 
expressions of displeasure and 
reiterated HMG's commitment 
to eradicate drug and tobacco 
smuggling.” 

The stricken civil guard he- 
licopter was dosely pursuing a 
Gibraltarian speedboat when 


it fell into the sea near Cape 
Trafalgar on Wednesday after- 
noon, killing one of the crew. 
Two others swam to safety. 

Two men on board the speed- 
boat, a Gibraltarian and a Mo- 
roccan, were detained- They 
apparently told the authorities 
they had unloaded 600kg of 
hashish from Morocco on to die 
beach near the Spanish town of 
Barbate and were returning to 
Gibraltar. A third man, a 
Spaniard, escaped 

Earlier on Wednesday, the 
three-man crew of another 
Gibraltar-registered speedboat 


fired on the civil guar d heli - 

copter with marine-flare pistols 

off the coastal town of Tarifa. 
The three, two Gibraltarians 
and a Briton, were detained, but 
on t his occasion the helicopter 
was not harmed. 

Gibraltar’s Chief Minister, 
Joe Bossano, yesterday reject- 
ed the suggestion that his au- 
thorities were not doing enoogh 
to combat drug-trafficking. “W 2 
have tightened the system as 
much as we can, we are spend- 
ing p ropor ti onately more than 
either Spain or Britain, but no 
system is 100 per cent foolproof 


We took action against the 
rigid-mflata bles and there are 
now only 10 legally berthed in 
Gibraltar s harbour, compared 

with more than 60 last summer. 

But it’s still 10 too many,” Mr 
Bossano said yesterday. 

Mr Bossano reiterated his 
long-standing complaint that 
Gibraltarians were not the only 
ones involved in trafficking. 
“My responsibility is to remove 
the Gibraltar connection. Even 
when in time we eliminate 
all the boats registered in 
Gibraltar, this will not stop the 
problem.” 




Joe Bossano: 'No system 
is 100 per cent foolproof* 



Doubts grow over 
Bosnia rebuilding 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 


Flower power: A new sculpture based on Fernand Leger’s ‘La Fleur Qui Marche’, in the Place de la Concorde, Paris. The exhibit is one of many 
being installed along the Champs d’Bys£e which is becoming the world’s b igg est open-air art gallery Photograph: Brian Hani^B&S Photography 


Clarke pressed to rejoin ERM 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 


Kenneth Clarke, the Chancel- 
lor. will be strongly pressed by 
his European partners tomor- 
row to take Britain back into a 
revamped Exchange Rate 
Mechanism, in preparation for 
joining the single currency. 

However, Mr Clarke is cer- 
tain to resist any such move, and 
European finance ministers 
meeting in Verona will ac- 
knowledge they have little pow- 
er to force Britain to rejoin a 


currency pact against its will. 

The idea of establishing a 
new ERM for those countries 
which do not join the single 
currency in the first wave, has 
been intensively discussed with- 
in the EU for almost a year, but 
wiU be formally proposed for the 
first time tomorrow at the 
Verona meeting. 


Most member states believe 
those countries which do not 
qualify for EMU. or do not wish 
to join at the beginning, should 
agree to join a mini ERM, in 
order to ensure a stable rela- 
tionship between the so-called 
“ins" and “outs". Without a new 
mechanism to enforce curren- 
cy stability between “ins" and 
“outs”,or, the “pre-ins”, as the 
European Commission now 
calls them, the operation of the 
single market may be severely 
undermined. 

For Britain, to consider re- 
joining an ERM in the run-up 
to the next election and prior to 
any decision to join monetary 
union is unthinkable. It would 
cause outrage among the 
Euro-sceptics who celebrated 
Britain’s departure from the 
ERM in September 199. Z How- 
ever. Britain has been hoist by 
its own petard over the issue. 


For, it was John Major who first 
insisted, at the Cannes summit 
in June, that the EU should 
examine the relationship be- 
tween the “ins” and the “outs” 
and the effect it might have on 
the single market. The setting- 
up of an ERM is the solution 
that Mr Major’s partners have 
come up with. 

At the Verona meeting, only 
Sweden and possibly Finland 
are likely to join Britain in 
opposing the principle of a new 
ERM. However, although Ger- 
many, Fiance and the European 
Commission would like to 
oblige Britain to join, there is 
general acceptance that to do 
so would be political unwise, 
hardening British attitudes 
against the entire single cur- 
rency project Furthermore, the 
experts concede that there are 
no legal grounds for insisting 
that Britain should join. 


Asked whether Britain 
should be forced to join such a 
part, Yves Thibault de Silguy, 
the Economics Commissioner, 
said all 15 EU members would 
be expected to act as one 
“rugby team”. 

“We do not want one or two 
members just watching,” he 
said. But Mr de Silguy gave no 
hint that sanctions could be 
imposed if Britain remains on 
the sidelines, suggesting, in- 
stead, ways of cajoling Britain 
into accepting the system. 

Ou tlinin g the ERM options 
to be cabled in Verona, Mr de 
SOgzty said one possibility would 
be a strict system which will be 
entirely optional. Another idea 
would an ERM so flexible that 
even Britain would find it ac- 
ceptable to join. Coramisaon of- 
ficials have also canvassed the 
idea of calling a future ERM 
something totally different 


Airport 
shop fire 
kills 12 


World donors meet today in 
Brussels in a new effort to raise 
money for the rebuilding of 
Bosnia, envisaged under the 
Dayton peace accords as the 
foundation for lasting peace. 

However, the meeting takes 
place amid increasing doubts 
about the role to be played by 
the international community 
in the reconstruction effort. 
Western analysts are also scep- 
tical about whether recon- 
struction can really cement over 
the deeply-rooted enmities, 
thereby preventing further war. 

The decision announced on 
Wednesday by Bosnian Serb 
leaders not to attend the donor 
conference provided a static il- 
lustration of how distant the con- 
cept of permanent reocmciliation 
remains. Rajko Kasagic, prime 
minister of the Bosnian Serb re- 
public, is reported to have re- 
jected an invitation to attend foe 
conference because of pressure 
from hardline Bosnian Serbs , 
who remain determined to dis- 
rupt the peace process. 

At the Brussels conference, 
sponsored by the European 
Union and the World Bank, 
donors aim to stump up S12bn 
(£800m) - the minimum figure 
set by the World Bank for the 
first year of reconstruction. 
Over the next three to four years 
an estimated SS.lbn will be 
needed to rebuild devastated in- 
frastructure, towns and villages. 


During the Brussels confer- 
ence, the US is expected to 
pledge $200m, Japan $I25m, 
and the European Union 
$200m. Several EU countries 
will offer their own separate do- 
nations, and Islamic countries 
are expected to pledge about 
SI 00m. 

However, despite these gen- 
erous noises, nobody is under 
any flhitioa about the reluctance 
of the world community to pay 
up. Carl Bildt, the High Rep- 
resentative responsible for im- 
plementing the civilian side of 
the peace deal, has already 
predicted a S400m shortfall at 
the Brussels conference. 

A conference held in De- 


cember produced promises of 
$600nx. but the donors have 


$600m, but the donors have 
been slow to hand over the cash 
and only a fraction of this first 
sum has yet been spent. As a re- 
sult there has yet been little re- 
construction on the ground to 
produce any real confidence in 
the Dayton process. 

The dilemma for the donors 
is acute. It is accepted that 
without Western money there 
can be no substantial rebuild- 
ing or economic revival, and, as 
a result, there will be no chance 
of creating the conditions for the 
next phase of the peace process, 
namely the preparations for 
elections in September. 

However, since Dayton, the 
donors have seen less and less 
reason to believe that the peace 
has so for brought about any 
fundamental reconciliation be- 


tween Bosnia's Serbs, Muslims 
and Croats. “We see no guar- 
antee that if we spend the mon- 
ey there will be any return," said 
one Western official this week. 

The task of separating the 
warring parties and returning tbe 
forces to barracks has been 
largely completed already ty the 
60,000-strong Nato implemen- 
tation force (I-For). However, 
the job of rebuilding, bringing 
about the return of refugees, en- 
suring free movement and a free 
media, and establishing institu- 
tions for the new Bosnia, has 
scarcely begun. Under the peace 
deal the Serb entity’ consists of 
49 per cent of Bosnia with the 
Muslim-Croat federation cov- 
ering the rest. Institutions re- 
sponsible for both entities were 
to have been established before 
the end of the year, as well as 


economic projects crossing 
ethnic boundaries. 


Western diplomats voice in- 
creasing impatience about the 
Bosnians* reluctance to build the 
peace. “Everyone there is stand- 
ing around waiting for the in- 
ternational community to do 
something,” said one Nato 
official. There is talk of the dan- 
gers of creating a culture of de- 
pendency. “There is deepening 
fear among the donor govern- 
ments that the elections, even if 
they do come about .will only re- ; 
confirm the dominance of the ex- ' 
isting extreme nationalist parties, 
and will not bring in a leadership 
which advocates reconciliation,” 
said a Western diplomat. 


WINNER ACADEMY AWARD 

BEST ACTRESS - SUSAN SARANDON 


* SUSAN 

SARANDON 


“SEAN PENN IS 
DEVASTATING. 
ACTING DOESN'T GET 
MUCH BETTER THAN 
THIS. ONE OF THE 
YEAR'S BEST" 

IILLUtf SIIIE 


'EXCEPT10NAL...DNE OF 
THE MOST POWERFUL, 
COURAGEOUS FILMS OF 
OUR TIME" 

tWllHMl 



SEAN 

PENN 


"A POWERFUL & 
INTELLIGENT PIECE 
OF WORK MADE 
STRONGER BY TWO 
TERRIFIC PERFORMANCES' 


Dusseldorf (AP) - At least 12 
people were killed and 50 in- 
jured when fire broke out in a 
flower shop at Dusseldorf air- 
port yesterday. 

Many of the deaths appeared 
to have been caused by inhal- 
ing gas. The dead were found 
in the shop and a lift. Police said 
the death count could rise be- 
cause of the seriousness of 
some of tbe injuries. 

Panic broke out in the arrivals 
hall when tbe fire erupted. 

Officials evacuated the ter- 
minal and closed the airport to 
ail Bights. Tbe shop where the 
fire started was being repaired 
and this was considered a pos- 
sible cause. 

ZDF television shewed pic- 
tures of a deserted, smoky ter- 
minal after tbe fire, and a body 
covered with a sheet on a 
stretcher on the street outside. 

“My co-worker saw sparks fly- 
ing out of a ventilation grille 
over this flower store and he im- 
mediately called tbe fire 
brigade," a young man told the 
television station. 

A spokesman for the airport 
said people were treated at the 
scene for fire-related injuries. 

Uninjured travellers were 
taken to hotels or to the Kon- 
rad Adenauer Airport, which 
serves Cologne and Bonn, 
where planes that had been 
scheduled to arrive at Dussel- 
dorf were being directed. 


Red tape and no money 
keep former soldiers idle 


EMMA DALY 

Sarajevo 


A battered truck, modified to 
cany sheets of glass, stands 
outside the office of Interglass 
waiting for the next order. This 
being Sarajevo, its windscreen 
is decorated with concentric 
circles of shattered glass, cour- 
tesy of a wartime bullet 

Inside, men are cutting panes 
for one of Bosnia’s growth in- 
dustries. Since the signing of the 
Dayton peace plan at the end of 
November, Interglass has fitted 
around 200 to 300 square me- 
tres of glass each working day. 

Gone is the plastic sheeting, 

marked in nine with lh» 


acronym of the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees. Ubiq- 
uitous in the war, it has been 
replaced with glass. Interglass, 
the largest private glass com- 
pany in the city, has tripled its 
pre-war workforce to accom- 
modate the boom. 

But the reconstruction of 
Bosnia is dormant: the only re- 
building to date has been done 
by Nafo troops, aid agencies, lo- 
cal entrepreneurs and house- 
holders. None of the money 
pledged by foreign governments 


has reached Bosnia, according 
to international civ ilian o fficials 

Those working for Cad Bildt, 
the High Representative in 
charge of co-ordinating recon- 
struction, say the immediate 
problem is not a lack of cash but 
a surfeit of bureaucracy, which 
threatens to exacerbate the ob- 
vious dangeis of demobilising 
thousands of soldiers who have 
no jobs and no prospects. 

The World Bank, which will 
administer the aid donated at 
this weekend’s conference, has 
rigorous and time-consuming 
procedure for dispersing funds, 
aimed at ensuring the money is 
accounted for and spent on 
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lem, say Mr Biidt’s staff, is that 
Bosnia needs cash now, so that 
the unemployed can be put to 
work paving the ground for 
larger projects. 

“There is a huge conflict be- 
tween the political require- 
ments on the ground and the 
normal working processes of the 
World Bank,” said Duncan Bul- 
livant, a spokesman for Mr 
Bikit. He mainfanre that the pri- 
ority is first to repair infra- 
structure and then to provide 
work for the thousands on both 


sides who must be demobilised 
by the 18 April under the 
Dayton plan. 

“They need jobs now to get 
them off the streets,” Mr Bnlli- 
vant said. Mr Bildt envisages 
“Depression-style” hiring, in 
which locals would be employed 
for casual work such as clea ring 
rubble before the bigger projects 
begin. If money for such action 
is not forthcoming “it’s going to 
create a sea of opportunity for 
political extremism”, he said : 

There are no big foreign re- 
construction projects under 
way. Western troops are work- 
ing to repair electricity lines ii • 
eastern Bosnia for example jus • 
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bakery in Gornji Vakuf. 

In Tuzla, 16 British fire figh L . 
era are helping to renovate a 
kindergarten, with money pro- 
vided by War on Want aid: 
Norwegian Peoples Aid. 

The success of the Daytm 
peace plan will depend on trais- . 
lating political accords into na- ; 
terial benefits for the exhaustd '. 
people of Bosnia and that vOl 
require a large - and swift -pi- • 
jection of cash. Only the h pe 
of prosperity will silence the 
siren songs of nationalisms . 
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Election 
sliock for 
Korean 
opposition 


RICHARD LLOYD RARRY 

Seoul 


TJie ruling party of President Kim 
loung Sam 

recoveiyine 

National Assembly yes^ 
terday, thus jeopardising the 
hopes of the country’s most 
Prominent opposition leader. 
- the results emerged, an an 
North Korea issued dire 
hreats of war. 


decided voters to opt for caution 
rather than change, to the 
benefit of the ruling party. 

“The results reflect a public 
aspiration for stability and are 
a strong popular endorsement 
for President Kim," said a 
spokesman for the ruling party. 
“The incidents in the demili- 
tarised 
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Rebels with a cause: Ttoo Kurdish fighters sitting tied up on the top of a mountain after being captured by Turkish troops during an offensive 
against the PKK guerillas in Ttiricey's south-eastern province of Diyarkabfr Photograph: Reuter 

Chechen peace plan on the brink 




veiUance of the North, the 
American-led United Nations 
command took a cool view of the 
incursions, which appeared to be 
little more than acts of bellicose 
showmanship designed to pres- 
sure the US into direct talks with 
Pyongyang. In Seoul, however, 
they provoked alarm, which the 
government did nothing to dis- 
courage. This appears to have 
persuaded large numbers of un- 


himself 14th on a list of party 
nominees for seats allotted by 
proportional representation. 
But the NCNP was last night set 
to win little more than 75 seats, 
leaving Kim a good chance of 
losing his assembly seat. 

The scene is now set for Pres- 
ident Kim to appoint his own 
successor as president, and con- 
tinue his reforms of the stock ex 
change and bureaucracy. 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

Nearly a fortnight after it was 
presented to an expectant out- 
side world. Boris Yeltsin's 
much-vaunted and long- 
delayed plan to bring peace to 
Chechnya is showing increasing 
symptoms of being destined to 
die m its infancy. 

Fears are growing among Mr 
Yeltsin's liberal supporters that 
hardliners in the Russian mili- 
tary are ignoring his peace ini- 
tiative altogether, and are 
pushing bn with the war in the 
belief that they can win it 

These concerns were fuelled 
yesterday by a burst of bel- 
ligerent rhetoric from the 
commander of the Russian 
Interior Ministry troops. 


General Anatoly Shkirko. who 
declared that Dzhokhar Du- 
dayev's Chechen fighters must 
either give up their weapons or 
be “smashed". The matter 
could not be settled “half way", 
he told Interfax news agency. 

The general made clear dial 
attempts to crush the rebels 
wouki come under the catego- 
ry of “special operations", 
which the president has decid- 
ed to continue, despite calling 
a halt to large-scale military 
action when he unveiled his 
peace initiative on 31 March. 

“Special operations" how- 
ever, appears to be a catch-all 
phrase which the Russian mil- 
itary is using to justify a range 
of activities. In the last 1 1 days, 
there has been little sign of the 
“peace and tranquillity” which 


Mr Yeltsin promised, but plen- 
ty of bloodshed. 

At least 15 villages have come 
under air, artillery or infantry at- 
tack. According to Chechen 
rebel supporters, 10 people 
died when a bomb exploded un- 
derneath a dais where the rebel 
commander. Aslan Maskhadov, 
was doe to speak. More than 
100 Russian federal troops, and 
an unknown number of 
Chechens, have died. 

One village, Shalazhi, was 
bombed on the day after its el- 
ders signed a peace accord with 
the Russians and the Moscow- 
backed Chechen government - 
although this was denied by the 
commander of the Russian Air 
Force, Pyotr Deinekin. He 
made the astonishing claim that 
the bombs were not the work of 


his jets, but of “provocateurs" 
who had placed “special depth 
charges" in the village. 

The continuation of hostili- 
ties, and the failure of the Russ- 
ian authorities to provide any 
reliable information about its 
activities in Chechnya, is feed- 
ing pessimism that Russia has 
seen the last of the 16-month 
conflict in which at least 30,000 
have died. Yesterday the Russ- 
ian newspaper Scgodmv de- 
clared that Mr Yeltsin’s 
initiative was already “on the 
skids”. 

This diagnosis coincided with 
a warning from the governor of 
Nizhny Novgorod, Boris Nem- 
stov, one of the country's best- 
known liberals, that the hawks 
around Mr Yeltsin, both in the 
military and within the 


Kremlin, could be propelling 
him to electoral defeat. 

“The part of Yeltsin’s en- 
tourage which toys with illusions 
about the possibility of victory 
not only leaves no chance for 
Yeltsin to implement his peace 
plan but also makes his defeat 
in the coming election possible," 
he said. 

The only glimmer of hope is 
that Genera] Dudayev appears 
to be willing to accept Mr 
Yeltsin’s offer of mediated talks, 
despite his preference for direct 
negotiations with the president 
himself. Striking an unusually 
conciliatory note, he described 
Mr Yeltsin as “the least culpa- 
ble” of senior Russian officials, 
and blamed “red-brown” forces 
in his administration for un- 
dermining his policy. 


FBI checks Bomber 
romance theory 

Washington — The FBI is in- 
vestigating a failed romantic 
relationship involving Un- 
a bomber suspect Theodore 
Kaczynski in 1978 when the 
bombing spree began, a source 
close to the case sakL The source 
said Mr Kaczynski’s family 
brought the diffi cult break-up to 
the attention of the bureau. But 
an FBI official expressed scep- 
ticism that the break-up was the 
motive. Reuter 

Frontier row 

Vladivostok — Boris Yeltsin has 
ordered a temporary halt to the 
demarcation of a disputed part 

of the Russian-Chinese bor- 
der. The dispute will be dis- 
cussed during the Russian 
President’s visit to China this 
month. Reuter 

Deer resurfaces 

Peking — A species of red 
deer believed to have become 
extinct in Tibet has been redis- 
covered by Chinese and US sci- 
entists. They found herds of the 
endangered wapiti, or red deer 
during a survey of Sangri coun- 
ty in Tibet. Reuter 

“Racist” French 

Geneva — France is being shak- 
en by “a wave of xenophobia 
and racism", a UN investigator 
said. UN Human Rights Com- 
mission investigator Maurice 
Glele-Ahanhanzo said the 
problems had been made much 
worse by anti-immigration laws 
passed in 1993. Reuter 

Libel award 

Singapore — Former Prime 
Minis ter Lee Kuan Yew won an 
extra $71,000 (£47,000) in a li- 
bel suit over a newspaper arti- 
cle that Mr Lee said accused him 
of using Singapore's courts as a 
tool for repression. The damage 
award ends the last pending le- 
gal action by Singapore au- 
thorities over articles published 
in 1994 by the International 
Herald Tribune. AP 

Telecoms strike 

Paris — Workers at France 
Telecom went on strike to 
protest against plans to stream- 
line the national telecoms op- 
erator and prepare it for partial 
privatisation. Reuter 

Waste danger 

Moscow — Nuclear officials 
warned that ponds containing 
liquid radioactive wastes at the 
Mayak plant in the Ural moun- 
tains nuclear plant were in dan- 
ger of overflowing and could 
contaminate large inhabited 
areas. Reuter 
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Professor 
Gordon Pask 


Gordon Pask was one of the 
founding fathers of cybernetics, 
the interdisciplinary and trans- 
disctplinazy intellectual move- 
ment that sprang up after the 
Second World war. “The sci- 
ence of control and communi- 
cation in the animal and the 
machine" was how it was de- 
fined by Noiben Wiener, the 
American mathematician who 
in the 1940s coined tbe name 
cybernetics, the “art of steers- 
manship", from the Greek 
word kubemcles. Pask.*s book 
An Approach to Cybernetics 
(1961) is still one of tbe most 
accessible introductions to the 
subject. 

Pask was a rare man in oth- 
er ways. He was an eccentric in 
the best sense; gifted and orig- 
inal as a scientist, artist and lyri- 
cist. He had an exceptionally 
productive career (several 
books and over 200 published 
papers). His many contribu- 
tions are still being assimilated 
in psychology, educational tech- 
nology, cybernetics and 
systems science. 

The founders of cybernetics 
included biologists and neurol- 
ogists, mathematicians and 
engineers, psychologists, soci- 
ologists, anthropologists and 
economists. Many were world 
leaders in their fields (Wiener 
had helped develop the world’s 
first computers in the 1940s). 
They recognised that many 
problems can only be solved by 
interdisciplinary working, and 
sought to establish a common 
language and a shared set of 
principles for understanding 
the organisation of complex 
systems. 

In many ways they were suc- 
cessful. Cybernetic concepts 
such as flow ofinformation. con- 
trol by feedback, adaptation, 
learning and self-organisation 
have permeated many disci- 
plines, especially those con- 
cerned wfth natural and 
artificial complex systems. By 
the Sixties, there was a conser- 
vative backlash against cyber- 
netics. Many thought its claims 
loo grandiose and did not share 
the vision of the need for a new 
synthesis. Some scientists 
played safe, borrowing the ideas 
but not using the name. Daugh- 
ter disciplines have developed: 
artificial intelligence, systems 
science, cognitive science, the 
new sciences of chaos, com- 
plexity and artificial life. At 
times, the new disciplines have 
overshadowed or forgotten 
their parent 

Gordon Pask was. by nature, 
a transdisciplinary, holistic 
thinker. He always held true to 
Wiener's original vision and 
remained committed to cyber- 
netics as a unifying discipline. 

His major work was the de- 
velopment of Conversation 
Theory, with applications in 
education (the two main works 
were Conversation, Cognition 
and Learning, 1975, and Con- 
versation Theory: applications in 
education and epistemology, 
1976). This grew out of his 
work with teaching machines. 
Pask conceived human-machine 
interaction as a form of con- 
versation, a dynamical process, 
in which the participants learn 
about each other. 

More recently, he worked on 
Interaction of Actors Theory, 
which takes a broader look at 
communication and the dy- 
namics of social systems. In true 
cybernetic spirit, he worked 
hard at building unifying 
bridges between the natural 
sciences, the social sciences 
and the humanities. He recog- 
nised common concerns with 
the discursive and interpretive 
practices that help form indi- 
vidual and cultural identities 
and that establish institutional 
practices as the norm. His wish 
was to develop a social cyber- 
netics that would help combat 
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terrorism oppression and social 
conflic t. His vision was of a 


healthy society, in which there 
is unity without uniformity, 
Jove, peace and justice for all. 

Pask was also much con- 
cerned with the role computers 
and the new information tech- 
nologies can play in making pos- 
itive contributions to our lives. 
He foresaw most of today's 
new developments decades ago. 
His bc»k Aficromon (published 
in 1982, and co-authored by Su- 
san Curran) gives an accessible 
account of many of them. In 
particular, he looked to the 
day when ail human knowledge 
would be located in self- 
organising, interactive, multi- 
media archives, with intelligent 
agents to support learning and 
access. 

In his youth, Gordon Pask 
was a geologist and a theatrical 
producer. He painted and 
designed stage sets. He built 
special -purpose, electro- 
mechanical. chemical and bio- 
logical computers. An early 
system. “Musicolour” (1953), 
drove an array of lights that 
adapted to a musician's per- 
formance. This was followed by 
Saki (1956), a “self-adaptive 
keyboard instructor'’. Saki was 



Pask: *016 Cambridge scientist 
who never slept 1 


the world's first adaptive teach- 
ing system to go into commer- 
cial production. His chemical 
computers, from 1958, were 
self-organising systems that 
grew their own sensors, primi- 
tive eyes and ears. Recently, 
workers in robotics have redis- 
covered and taken up his ideas 
in this area. 

Later systems were even 
more sophisticated in their use 
of computers to aid teaching 
and training. Caste ( 1972) was 
a “course assembly system and 
tutorial environment", in which 
learners could, holistically or se- 
rially’, work through complex 
bodies of knowledge. Thought- 
sticker (1974) helped you map 
your ideas and suggested nov- 
el combinations and perspec- 
tives. “Colloquy of Mobfles” was 
a cybernetic sculpture in which 
automata “conversed”. Armed 
with a mirror and a torch, a 
human spectator could join in. 

tn 1953, with Robin 
McKinnon-Wood, Pask found- 
ed System Research Ltd, a non- 
profit research organisation. 
For 30 years, he was the com- 
pany’s director of research, at- 
tracting funding from a wide 
range of agencies (including tbe 
United Slates Air Force, Min- 
istry of Defence, Department of 
Education and Science and the 
Social Science Research Coun- 
cil). His research teams worked 
on skill acquisition, styles and 
strategies of learning, learning 
in groups, knowledge and task 
analysis, processes of design, 
decision-making, problem- 
solving and learning to learn. 

By the 1960s Paste’s many 
achievements and colourful 
personality had caught the at- 
tention of the popular pres. He 
became known as “the Cam- 
bridge scientist who never 


Peter Hoilinson was a journal- 
ist of the old school, a fraternity 
which is diminishing frith age. 
His many talents, ranging from 
work on the stone to motivat- 


ing hard-working reporters, 
were at the heart of a significant 


were at the heart of a significant 
breakthrough in provincial 
newspaper publishing - the 
emergence of a Sunday title 


Forthcoming: 

marriages 


Mr N. Donaldson 
and Miss S. Staogbtoo 
The engagement is announced 
between Null, son of Mr and Mis inn 
Donaldson, of Aucbterarder, 
Perthshire, and Sarah, younger 
daughter of Sir Christopher and 
Lady Staughion, of Sarran, Hert- 
fordshire. 


Birthdays 


Mr Alan Ayckbourn, playwright. 57; 
M Raymond Bane, economist and 
politician. 71 Mr Ian Butler, former 
chairman, Coakson Group, 71; Miss 
Manse mil Caballd, operatic singer, 
63; Mr David Cassidy, singer, 47; Mr 


sleeps”, because of bis habit of 
working non-stop on problems 
once his interest was caught. HSs 
views were sought on a range of 
topics to do with the impact of 
computers and automation. 

In 1969, he became Profes- 
sor in the Department of Cy- 
bernetics, Brunei University. 
He attracted postgraduate stu- 

self wholeheartedly in their su- 
pervision. He was a gifted and 
inspiring teacher. 

From 1974 to 1979, he was 
visiting Professor in the Open 
University’s Institute of Edu- 
cational Technology. With Bri- 
an Lewis and David Hawkridge, 
he helped define educational 
technology as a coherent disci- 
pline. He also acted as visiting 
professor in a number of other 
institutions: the Universities of 
Illinois and of Mexico; Georgia 
Institute of Technology; Uni- 
versity of Amsterdam; Old Do- 
minion University. Norfolk, 
Virginia; Concordia University, 
Montreal: and, in the United 
Kingdom, the Architectural 
Association. 

Pask travelled widely as an 
envoy for cybernetics. He 
helped build up the interna- 
tional community of cyberneti- 
cians, particularly in Europe, but 
also in North and South 
America and the Middle East. 

In recent years, Pask fostered 
the so-called “new” or “second- 
order" cybernetics. Here, the 
observer himself, the one who 
ftistinff ikhes and analyses com- 
plex phenomena (cells, brains, 
societies), becomes the object 
of study. He was fascinated by 


the processes that take place 
amongst communities of ob- 


amongst communities of ob- 
servers (scientists, artists and 
other practitioners) as they es- 
tablish and m aintain shared 
world-views and shared ways of 
“coming to know”. Pash’s 
phrase for the processes of 
learning and discovery. 

His brother Gar, a professor 
of anaesthetics, had died in 
the Second World War, and 
Pask himself was a true patri- 
ot, who loved his country, and 
in particular London. In some 
ways, his dress and manner 
were from another era. He al- 
ways wore a bow tie with his 
double-breasted suits. When 
out and about, he would dress 
in one of his many capes with 
a frog at the throat. He was a 
great admirer of Sherlock 
Holmes. One of his last 
works was a novel, Flaxman 
Lowe. The heroes are “con- 
sulting detectives”; some of the 
main characters are ghosts. In 
an earlier lyric, he had written 
of life as a song that always re- 
turns, that has no beginning or 
end. 

In his later years, inspired tty 
his wife, Elizabeth, Gordon 
Pask became a Roman 
Catholic. This deeply satisfied 
his need for understandings 
that address the great myster- 
ies of life that can unite and 


inspire us. 

His death was not unexpect- 
ed. He had been battling against 
serious and painful illness for 
some years. To the end, he 
continued to be productive, 
brave and cheerful. His power 
to inspire was evident through- 
out his working life. Pask was a 
very kind, polite, gentle, com- 
passionate and generous human 
being. 

Given his anticipation of the 
Internet, it is perhaps fitting that 
some of his friends are creating 
a Gordon Pask memorial 
website. 


Bernard Scott 


Gordon Pask, cybernetician: bom 
Derby 28 June 1928' Professor of 
Cybernetics, Brunei University 
1969-96 ; married 2956 Elizabeth 
Poole (two daughters ); died 
London 29 March 1996. 


which truly reflects the people 
and places it serves. 

The launch of Wales on Sun- 
day in 1989 was a brave venture 
not without risk, because of 
competition from national titles. 
As assistant editor Hoilinson 
was at the sharp end and his suc- 
cessful efforts led to his ap- 
pointment as Editor in 1991. 


Brian Connell, writer and broad- 
cast er, 80; Miss Elspet Gray, actress. 
67; Mr Lionel Hampton, bandleader. 
83; Mr Hany Hewitt, former 
chairman, Johnson Ms [they, 76; The 
Right Rev John Hughes, former 
Bishop of Croydon. 88; Mr Lhwe 
Kitringer, former President. Tem- 
pleton College, Oxford, 68; Mr 
Hardy Kroger, actor, 68; The Ead of 
Limerick, chairman. Pirelli UK, 66; 
Mr Alfred Mabbs, archivist, 75: Mr 
Biyun Magee, writer. 66; Air 
Marshal Sr Harold Maguire, 84; Mr 
Eric Meade, chartered accountant, 
73; Miss Ann Miller, actress and 
singer. 73; Mr George Robertson 
MP, 50; Mis Wendy Savage, obste- 
trician and gynaecologist, 61; Dr 
Kennedy Simmonds, prime minister. 
Si Khis-Nem, 60, Miss Jane With- 
ers, actress, 70. 



7\n alternative to the mimHessness, the irrationality, the unnecessity of sprawl and eftrtter’: Rouse, inventor of the shopping man, at Harbor-place, Baltimore, hi 1979 


James Rouse 


James Rouse was avisionary of 
urban renewal who developed 
tbe world's first shopping mall 
in Baltimore, built new towns in 
the US countryside and used the 
profits to help generate hous- 
ing for the poor. An anomaly 
among developers, be passion- 
ately believed in tbe social 
benefit of his projects and 
his innovations forced the 
reappraisal of suburban growth 
and inner city organisation. 

His most famous develop- 
ment was Columbia, a new 
town built on 14,000 acres of 
farmland outride Baltimore in 
the late Sixties. Based on the 
concept of racial and econom- 
ic diversity and intended as a re- 
sponse to the chaotic post-war 
development of American 
cities, it was built as a self- 
contained community organised 
around nine small “villages”, 
each containing several hundred 
houses and its own small shop- 
ping area. It now has S0.000 
residents. 

“It’ s not an attempt at a per- 
fect city or Utopia, but rather 
an effort to simply develop a 
better city, an alternative to the 
mindlessness, the irrationality. 


the unnecessity of sprawl and 
clutter as a way of accommo- 
dating growth o'f the .American 
city.” he said in 1982. 

He made it clear that 
aesthetics were never the driving 
force in his design and it was his 
near-obsessive observation of 
social patterns which led to 
many of his innovations. He 
would watch people walk on the 
streets, and shop and socialise 
in public places, and attempt- 
ed to fashion his designs to 
promote rather than discourage 
interaction. 

The son of a prosperous 
canned-foods broker. Rouse 
was taught to work hard, rising 
at dawn to tend the family 
vegetable garden. In 1930 his 
father died leaving the family of 
five children with so mam- debts 
that the family house had to be 
sold. 

He attended the University 
of Virginia until 1933 when the 
Great Depression forced him to 
work full-time and continue 
his degree in law by studying at 
night. 

His first job was parking cars 
in a downtown Baltimore 
garage. He began his career in 


1936 at a branch of Maryland 
mortgage office which he ran 
until 1939 before !ea*.ing io start 
his own firm. Moss- Rouse 
Company, financing single fam- 
ily homes. After the Second 
World War. which he served out 
as a lieutenant-commander in 
the Naval Air Reserve in the Pa- 
cific, he expanded his business 
to finance shopping centres. 

By the late 1950sT Rouse was 
using his profits to develop the 
nation's first enclosed shop- 
png centre - Mondawmin Mail 
in Baltimore - coining the term 
“shopping mall”, and thus cre- 
ated the multi-storey mall and 
food court. 

In the 1970s, Rouse, de- 
scribed as an easy-going man 
with a rumpled appearance, 
who lived in a house overlook- 
ing one of Columbia's man- 
made lakes, turned his anention 
to the inner cities which had 
been largely written off for 
commercial potential by 
developers. 

He envisioned the marriage 
of the suburban mall with the 
more vibrant life of a city street 
in self-contained areas he 
termed 'festival marketplaces”. 


The first, the Faneuil Hall area 
in Boston, proved to be exact- 
ly what tourists and shoppers 
craved - a comforting ideal of 
a town square to the centre of 
an unfamiliar city. 

Though critics charged that 
the development was too cut off 
from city life, Fanueil was cred- 
ited with the renewal of 
Boston's waterfront, which soon 
led to the development of sim- 
ilar projects from Baltimore. 
Philadelphia and the South 
Street Seaport in New York to 
Sydney. Australia. 

Throughout his career as 
head of the Rouse Company, 
one of America's most suc- 
cessful property* development 
companies, he sought not just 
to make profits but to improve 
the quality of chic life. 

.After retirement in 1979 he 
began what he called “by far the 
most important work” of his life. 
The Enterprise Foundation he 
established sought to provide 
people with low incomes with 
good, affordable bousing and 
the opportunity to lift them- 
selves out of poverty into the 
mainstream of American life. 

By 1994 the foundation had 


granted Sl.Tbn in loans and 
grants to develop more than 
61,000 homes, for low-income 
people and had expanded its 
charter to organise training 
programmes, crime-prevention 
efforts and healtb-care. He held 


recover from years of neglect 
was not only a moral imperative 
but cheaper in the long ran. “It's 
not enough to provide housing.” 
Rouse said in 1991. “It's 
necessary to transform tbe 
neighbourhoods themselves.’* 
In presenting Rouse with the 
nation's highest civilian honour, 
the Presidential Medal of Free- 
dom. last year President Bill 
Clinton hailed him as an Amer- 
ican boro who helped “heal the 
torn-out heart” of America's 
cities. “James Rouse’s life has 
been defined by faittrra the 
American spirit,” he said. 

Edward Hehaore 


James Wilson Rouse: property 
deicloper: bom Easton, Mary- 
land 26 April 1914 ; marriee 
1941 Elizabeth Winstead (om 
daughter, two sons), 1974 Patri 
via Traugotu died Columbia 
Maryland 9 April 1996. 


Audrey Nicholson 


Audrey Nicholson was a pas- 
sionate Yorkshirewoman. She 
was passionate about her pro- 
fession, school-teaching. She 
was passionate about poetry and 
poets. She was passionate about 


cricket, especially her own 
county, and was absolutely de- 


county, and was absolutely de- 
lighted to discover that I had 
played (school) cricket against 
Mike Brearley, the son of Ho- 
race B rear ley, who had himself 
played cricket for Yorkshire. 
Another Yorks hireman, the 
POet Laureate, Ted Hughes, 
delighted her by sending a cou- 
ple of bottles of sherry from the 
huge consignment be was giv- 
en around the time be met the 
Queen of Spain. 

Her extended family was the 
community of poets she be- 
friended and supported. These 
included Ana Beresford and 
Michael Hamburger, Judi Ben- 
son and Ken Smith, Peter 
Porter and Alan Brownjohn, 
Eddie Unden and Gavin Ewart, 
and their respective edreies. She 
did an immense number of 
chores for several friends, for ex- 
ample the blind poet John 
Heath-Stubbs, whose amanu- 
ensis she was for a long time, 
and you could always rely on her 



Nicholson: go-between 


to turn up (with or without ret- 
inue) at a book launch or po- 
etry reading - one more person 
could make a 10-per-cent dif- 
ference to tbe audience on 
some occasions. And all for 
love. The life of the spirit, the 
life of the mind, was her ether. 

But other-worldly she was 
not. Another practical trait 
which endeared her to small- 
press publishers was her deter- 
mination to promote poetry. 
She pul her money where her 
mouth was. Out of her limited 
disposable income, Audrey 
Nicholson, who lived very sim- 


ply m east London, would or- 
der several copies of many 
books brought out by small 
presses, such as my own 
Menard Press, and give them to 
members of her large circle as 
presents - having often 
arranged for the author to sign 
the book. Small-press books can 
be unusual, beautiful, and good 
value for money: she had the 
discrimination to understand 
this, the passion to do something 
about it, and the generosity to 
deliver (via the postman). 

The poetry gifts were in- 
tended to inform and educate, 
as well as give pleasure. In her 
other life, as a schoolteacher in 
Dagenham and elsewhere, she 
would take children, in her 
own time and at her own ex- 
pense, to theatres and con- 
certs. Many of her friends 
.received appropriate newspaper 
dippings, always with an affec- 
tionate message scribbled on the 
hoof. To mark birthdays or ex- 
amination successes, she would 
send my son. and other 
teenagers, second-hand cricket 
books, like a favourite aunt, 
which she effectively was for 
many young people. 

She was one of nature's go- 


betweens, always seeking to 
bring like-minded or like- 
spirited people together, not 
least at her annual poets' crick- 
et match where, for example, 
that unlikely cricket-lover, the 
brilliant American surrealist 
prose poet Marvin Cohen, nev- 
er gave the impression he was 
confusing our national sport 
with baseball. 

She had been engaged to be 
married. Before, during and af- 
ter the engagement, her devo- 
tion and love never ceased 
being directed towards her fam- 
ily and her many friends - and 
she was the virtual mother to 
her great-niece, Joanne (the 
only child present at the fu- 
neral), whose own mother had 
died tragically young. Audrey 
Nicholson undoubtedly had a 
great need to please, to give 
pleasure. On occasion this 
might embarrass the recipient 
who could never, in the nature 
of the contract, reciprocate to 
the same extent. But most of the 
time her generosity, innate, 
gracious and never-ending, was 
a source of wonder and a cause 
for gratitude. 

She was a good soul, a gitte 
neshuma - as her prematurely 


deceased friend A.C. Jaco 
would have said in Yiddish 
hope I was not typical in son 
times taking her for granted, I 
I like to think that she knew i 
high esteem in which she ^ 
held in the poetry world Sb( 
ly before she died she asked 
(he latest cricket score. It 
moot point whether poetr 
cricket mattered more. Now 
can argue the point ( 
point?) with Gavin Ewart 
Here is an unpubliil 
“Classical Poem dedicate* 
Audrey Nicholson” by O 
Ewart: 


Hero it comes, with love, to / 
This is her very just reward . 
Rir years of friendship and stfC 
A serious poem where The ri* 
Must remind of olden times, 
of wit and wonder, as they o! 
Orion, classical, huge and 2c 
This was (he price, this was , ost 
Of rape of nymphs, in ande 

. «e! 

A Poussin picture, praised font - 
Young gianls, Diana led tbhl! 
Known to tbe stars, not tbpcel 


Anthony doff 


Audrey Nicholson, ool- 
teacher: bom Rotherhabrk- 
shire IS July 1924; diedfldon 
1 March 1996. 


Peter Hoilinson 


Under his leadership, the cir- 
culation of the Cardiff-based pa- 
per climbed steadily from 
wonyingly low figures and now 
stands at more than 65,000. 
Many of the 30-odd awards 
won by the paper owe much to 
his skills and dedication. 

The paper is a stablemate of 
the Western Mail and the South 


Wales Echo, the three former 
Thomson regional newspaper ti- 
tles owned since last year by 
Trinity International. 

Hoilinson came into jour- 
nalism at the age of 17 with 
three O levels. He was a trainee 


on the Bohan Evening News , and 
stints on the sub-editors' desks 


ter and on the Sun in London 
led to a succession of produc- 
tion posts culminating in the de- 
manding role of chief sub-editor 
on the Sunday ■ Mirror, , his last job 
before moving to Cardiff to 
launch Wales on Sunday. 

He was brought up in the 


of the Daily Mail in Manchcs- prenticcsbrp cherished 


days of hot-metal setting, an ap- 
prenticeship cherished by many 


journalists. However he made 
the transition to computer tech- 
nology with consummate ease. 

Hollinson's hard work and 
enthusiasm at Wales on Sunday 
won the affection of his staff. 
Following his untimely death af- 
ter a long battle against cancer, 
the broadcaster John Hum- 
phreys, who once worked on the 


Western Mail, said: him: 
“Peter Hoilinson wa rare 
combination of a tch jour- 
nalist with a very him side.” 

Tr Heath 


Peter Hoilinson, joutiisi: bom - ] 
24 May 1945; mari Candy \ 


Clegg (two doughs); died I 
Cardiff 8 April 1991 j 


Anniversaries 


Births: Edward Bird, painter. 1772; 
John George Lambton. Gist Earl of 
Durham, Governor-Genera] of 
Canada, 1792; Aleksandr Niko- 
layevich Ostrovsky, playwright, 1823: 
Edmond Amiran, composer, 1840; 
James Louis Garvin, newspaper ed- 
itor. 1868; Bobby Moore, footballer, 
1941. Deaths Nkxolo Amad, vioiin- 
taaksr, 26S4; Kaspar Merian, en- 
graver, 1686; William Kent, 
landscape gardener and architect. 
174& Dr Charles Buniey. organist 
and music historian. 1814; franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, 32nd US presi- 
dent, 1945; Antoine Pevsner, sculp- 
tor and painter, 1962; Josephine 
Baker, singer, 1975; Joe Louis 
(Joseph Louis Barrow), heavyweight 
boxer, 1981; Desmond Bagjey. nov- 
elist 1983. On this day: the Union 


Jack (Union Flag) was first adopted 
in England. 1606; the Tenter was first 
published. 1709; Napoleon Bona- 
parte defeated the Austrians and Sar- 
dinians at tbe Barrie of Montenotte, 
1796; the American Civil Wrir began 
at l he siege of Fort Sumter. South 
Carolina, 1861; the first manned 
space flight was made by the Russ- 
ian cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin. 1961; 
the Columbia Space Shuttle went into 
space, completing its mission two days 
later. 1981. Today is the Feasr Day 
of St Aiferius, St Jufius L, pope, Si 
Sahas the Goth and Others and St 
Zeno of Verona. 


Victoria and Albert Museum: Gilly 
H. Grciton talks obour her work, 
230pm. 

Tale Gallery: Richard Kendafl. “De- 
gas’s Cezanne - . Ipm. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Colin Wiggins, 
“Innocents Abroad (i): Gueruino 
and Saiaccni”, Ipm. 


Church appointments 

The following appointments have 
been announced by the Church of 
England: 

Tlic Rev Retard Anting. Curate, Si Augus- 
rtoe. Br.imlcy Common: <r> he Vkar. Si 
Michael MHt All Anuch. WiTnunemn 
iftoctuMcr). 

The Ro Paul Bifstunr. Attsuni Cumin 5l 
Maty Magdalene. Newark. Newark Team 
Minrary. lota PneMnn^targi:. All Haiku*. 
OnLall and Sr Alftuts Reft. mf (Soul (well i. 
The Rev Bn:m Cook. Rector. Si Maty. Liu 
( wtsmmnh I - to he al$vi an H-wwarv Canon 
of fVelimoulh Cathedral 
The Rev Andre* t>aw»ell. Curate. All 
iainb tMdii.dl fl-ftetpujO: in he Curate. 
St Andrew. Lni.inJ t Bhckhnm). 


The Rev Graham DcLK Rector. B-nfa Wd- 
et'C to be Lay thrilling Advncr and Director 
of Reader Studies (BoiA and wyfcl. 

The Re* Ian Gooding. As%tam Curate, the 
Dorean Chun*. Swiiukm (Dnsui): u> be lam 
Vicar, Langfa, Mathh Team Muwrrtr.with re 
■=pon*ib)Uty for Si Franco. iCKfard). 

The Rev ami- Herbert. b , be Asaacmi Cu- 
nile- St Marlin in ihc FxUUs I London) 

S( New 

Hnguon. Wallasey: to be Rector. Hutv Trin- 
ity. Tirtelon i Bl.iekbnm). 

The Rl-v Duncan UqyJJara** Oiraic, Chris, 
Ouw*. Si Lunids-tm-Scx nowCmaic. R«. 
tingdeon f CKx-h ester). 

Tbe Rev Andrew Maiteon-Branslurd. Coral cl 
TfnshuUru: I Blackburn j: to be Vicar. & 
Gcni P : - Brighton (Unrbesur;. 

WKHka-Wiigky: now Curate 

Thu her Erlo-n Rouih, v«ar. Wrwdncdwr- 
<wgh with taijiii and stsptee io be Vietr 
«™>t: St Martin (Cantatwry). 

The Rev Hill Sunden. Ptks-fn-diarpc. Si find. 
geL Vwsnitc. tube ttfcw Prieq-in<harB> St 
Thom*.. W ievnree (Lm-rpml) ^ 


The Rev Richard Thom now Curate 
LNSMJ. S Unrated and Forede. 

Njpri Venning, Rir, Saptepom: 
lobe also Rnci] Dean of UtoD (Bath and 

Ttali* Penny Wan, Vh Kcwstokc and 
ta o 9 Prebendary 
of Writs Citbedral t RaUid WtibY 

Wckei p«t* Deacon 
IMd-fcnn M™*rebeRBMiD»- 
con, Salldean (Ouctaxte 
The Rev Keith Wood. Vr, & John the Dv- 
vnse, Uta Ufai hriw ^ 


that helping neighbourhoods 
recover from years of neglect 







“‘eel- ( 


1 tobwciw Wtods^ea 
awl Ictiesham touches-). 

The Rev Robert Wight, car. Si Maty. Pw- 
*ea (ftmnmouih): 10 tatto an Honorary 
c - anan °I ftJTUmoutb ChedraL 


< *^ ian king of thexuard. 

The Household Cany Mounted Rctf- 
mcnf mounts Ihc Q*rfs Life Guard m 
Guards, 11 an 1st Battalion Welsh 
G uards m ounts tin Queen's Guard, ar ' 
®“ t ^*S!hain PaL»c 1130am, band pro? 
tidtfd fy Jhe Greasier Guards. 
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news analysis £ 


The Japanese corporate success story hides an old-fashioned attitude to women in the workplace, writes Peter Popham 

Is sexism an Asian value? 
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Profile: 

Noriko 

Watanabe 


Age: 26. 

Occupation: office lady (00 
Background: Bom in Urawa, 
a commuter city. Father, 
Taro, 54, has worked for 30 
years at an engineering 
company; now middle 
manager. Her parents 
met through an arranged 
marriage. Mother. 

Setsuko, retired as an OL 
when she became engaged. 
Education: High school 
followed by a European 
history course at a local 
college. Spent three years 
partying and shopping in 
Tokyo. 

lob: Works for Nandemo 
Corporation in Tokyo, a 
prestigious posting for an 
OL 

Attire: Like nearly all the 
women in her company, 
wears the OL uniform all 
year. 

Duties: Makes coffee 
and tea and empties - 
ashtrays as well as 
typing, filing and • 
photocopying. When . 
guests arrive Noriko meets 
them, bowing deeply with 
words of welcome in a high 
pitched voice. Her boss is 
an old fool, but she knows 
how to manipulate, him. 

The younger deputy section 
manager calls tier stupid 
and squeezes , past her when 
she's at the photocopier. 
Leisure: Lives in Urawa with 
her parents. Has krts of 
disposable income.' 
Prospects: None, in her 
career. Chances of earning 
as much as her male ' 
contemporaries are ; . • 
practically nil; On getting 
married she will probably 
stop work and will certainly 
do so when she has children. . 
She may never, after then, . 
return to the workforce. Her 
mother is encouraging-tier to . 
marry a salary man woridng . 
with a large company/. - 


J ust as we were poised to discard the 
Victorian values thrust on os by Mrs 
Thatcher and embrace instead the “Asian 
values” expounded by Chris Patten, David 
Howell, and at times it seems Tbny 
Blair, a timely note of warning has been 
sounded. From the pro misingl y named 
town of Normal, Illinois, comes news that 
some 700 women employees at Mitsubishi 
Motor Company’s plant there are to sue 
the giant Japanese company for sexual 
harassment - or seku-hara as it is called 
in Japanese. 

The Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission says that the women were 
subjected to a “hostile and abusive work 
environment", involving 
groping and fondling, lewd 
graffiti and obscene 
remarks. The vice-chairman 
of the Commission, Paul 
Igasaki, said, “This case 
should send the strongest 
message that sexual harass- 
ment ... will not be toler- 
ated" 

While those accused of 
the harassment were appar- 
ently Americans working on 
the assembly line, the com- 
mission noted the activity 
could not have gone on 
“without the knowledge and 
consent ... of the manage- 
ment." 

The events in Normal 
may be entirely abnormal, a 
freak consequence of loss of 
management control. But 
taken in tandem with the 
case of the Q'ty trader Helen 
Bamber, who a fortnight 
ago won £100,000 from her 
former employer Fuji Inter- 
national, for sexually dis- 
criminating against her, they 
raise the question: if Asian 
values are so great, why do 
companies that embody 
them treat tbeir female 


The Conner Tory cabinet minister David 
Howell (for vears also a columnist with the 
Japan Janes) has said that “these countries 
[of East and South-east Asia] are not just 
richer but also more stable and in many ways 
more moral than we are." Are Mitsubishi 
and Fuji - two mammoths at the heart of 
Japan’s industrial machine - grotesque 
exceptions to Howell’s rule? 

The difference between Victorian and 
Asian values is that with the former we 
can do no more than read Trollope and 
George Eliot and Dickens and screw up 
our eyes and do our best to imagine what 
it must have been like. With Asian values, 
however, we can, like Helen Bamber, opt 
for total immersion. And when we do, we 
can, like her. get a nasty shock. 

Ideas unthinkable in a normal British 
company are freely expressed. A female 



iiployees this way? 
Helen Ba 
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slen Bamber joined Finji 
International in 1986, and 
her tale of woe began the 
following year, when during 
a business trip to Scandi- 
navia, her boss made sexual 
advances to her . On the 
plane back to London he 
suggested that she resign; 
she declined, but although 
subsequently she made huge 
profits for Fuji - more than 
£330,000 in 1988, for exam- 

E le - she was given derisory 
onuses and “treated less 
favourably on the ground of 
her sex”, as the tribunal put 
it, in numerous other ways. 

Resigning in 1994 she 
sued for sexual discrimina- 
tion and won last November. 
Fuji then compounded the 
offence by refusing to nego- 
tiate compensation instead 
accusing her of trying to 
extort money from the com- 
pany. In their ruling, the tri- 
bunal panel declared that 
the bank had been guilty of 
“malevolence, spite, malice, 
insolence, arrogance”, and 
of actions intended to 
“humiliate, intimidate and 
cause distress to the appli- 
cant”. 


colleague of Helen Bamber was told that 
her relatively low pay was justified because 
“she was a girl". Another woman asked 
for time off to take some exams: her boss 
refused, saying he didn't understand why 
she wanted these qualifications, and that 
she would be better off staying at home 
like a housewife, washing dishes. 

Sources in the Amalgamated Engi- 
neering and Electrical Union, which has 
been the most successful in winning 
agreements with Japanese companies, 
concede that managers can take some 
time in adjusting to the “equality culture” 
of Western Europe. 

According to the official one newly- 
arrived Japanese personnel specialist at 
a plant based in south Wales wanted to 
stop female production workers taking 
sick leave because of period pains. Welsh 
managers persuaded him that it was not 
a good idea to devise individual absence 
charts, to be posted publicly in the fac- 
tory. which might reveal a monthly cycle. 

The AEEU and other unions however 
are not keen to make an issue of any lack 
of commitment to equal opportunites for 
fear of alienating Japanese business. 

Neanderthal as such attitudes seem, 
they would probably have received a nod 
of understanding if not not frank endorse- 
ment from the vast majority of Japanese 
“sararimen” (salaried employees). As 
Bonnie Williams, bom and raised in 
Japan and a consultant to Japanese busi- 
nesses explains, “Most Japanese men 
have trouble understanding why women 
should want to leave the kids at home and 
go out to work. In Japan it still doesn't 
happen: women don’t need to go out to 
work to support their families - in the 
boom years of the late Eighties it began 
to happen, but since the recession it has 
stopped again. 

“Women are excluded from the core of 
the workforce: Japanese men do not 
expect Japanese women to have career 
aspirations and 80 per cent of women 
don’t seem to care a fig about careers. " 

Others dispute that the numbers of 
women content with their lot is quite that 


high: the passion Japanese mothers direct 
at getting their children to shine in exams 
suggests that for many of them this is the only 
outlet they can find for energies frustrated 
professionally. When foreign companies 
opened Tokyo offices in the early Eighties, 
there was a tush of highly qualified young 
Japanese women to work in environments 
where their talents would be rewarded. 

Banks and car companies are bastions 
of male exclusivity - but firms in areas 
such as media offer more opportunities 
for women to do well. But here, too, the 
pay may be worse and the status pan-lime, 
even if they work around the clock. 

.And whatever the company, the for- 
eigner is perennially on the outside. A 
British woman who has worked for sev- 
eral years for a Japanese TV company in 
London says, “There are three genders in 
our office: Japanese men, Japanese 
women, and foreigners.'’ She used 10 
combat this by smoking and drinking at 
the same furious rate as her Japanese 
male colleagues in their after-hours ses- 
sions, and as a result found herself to 
some extent inside the loop. She says : “If 
you want to know what’s going on in the 
company, you simply have to hang around 
with them after hours. It’s a form of cul- 
tural fascism.” 

In a lecture given on Wednesday, Chris 
Patten declared that the “principal com- 
ponents” of Asian success were “ambition, 
economic liberty and free trade". Not 
much controversy there. But Mr Patten 
knows that what is also meant by "Asian 
values” are the less palpable, more emo- 
tional attributes: strong families, social 
cohesion, harmony, the superior morality 
cited by David Howell. 

As Helen Bamber and other female 
employees of Japanese companies have 
discovered, however, to the extern that 
these attributes are real at all, they are 
highly culture-specific. They are not there 
for the picking. And foreigners - female 
foreigners in particular - need not apply. 

Additional reporting by Barrie Clement 
and Anna Davies. 


Profile: Alison Bell 

Age: 25 

Background: Bom in Woking, Surrey. Her parents 
divorced when she was five. Her 56-year-old father, 
remarried with a second family, has been self-employed 
since being made redundant in the early Eighties. 
Alison's mother, Elaine, 50, works part-time in a local 
school. 

Education: After getting nine GCSEs and three A-leveis, 
she took a year out before university, where she studied 
hard for her business and finance degree. 

Job: Finding work was hard. After an intensive secretarial 
course she secured a job temping at a London advertising 
agency. She eventually moved to a junior executive 
position in another company. 

Attire: Wears a suit to meet clients, but most of the time 
dresses casually. 

Duties: Responsible for liaising with clients. Does most of 
her own paperwork and would never do paperwork for a 
male colleague. Frequently works more than 10 hours a 
day but is ambitious and wants to move on. Gets fed up 
with the low-level sexism of the middle-aged youths in the 
office. 

Leisure: Alison lives with friends in a shared flat, likes 
trekking holidays and is a regular at the gym. 

Prospects: Good. By her thirties she wants her own flat ■ 
and car. Has a boyfriend but enjoys her independence and 
wouldn't consider marriage and children until she is past 
30, and would return to work thereafter. 




Diary 




> 

r>‘' J 

w- •- 





ra* - • 


&?■ 


S* : 

p- 


rd 


By ’eck, Ginny 
drops her aitches 

An heritage secretary uses a h-word. 
Is Virginia Bottomley (below) living 
up to the highest precepts of her cab- 
inet post and safeguarding our lin- 
- guistic heritage, 

or is she starting 
an academic 
controversy? 

Opening the 
Alton Towers 
Hotel this week, 
Mrs Bottomley, 
who has tourism 
in her portfolio, 
said: “Now Alton 

Tbwers is the first 

theme park in .the UK to build an 
hotel.” * . . , , 

It would seem that she is the only 
member of the Cabinet to use an 
before an h-word; and it could, with 
hick, become an idiosyncrasy to rival the 
Prime Minister's disdain for the boring 
word “want” when it sounds so much 
more individualistic as “wunt* . 

The Chambers Guide to Grammar 
and Usage : “the h-less (or virtually o- 
less) pronunciation, while not common 

and now rather old fashioned, is no 
wrong.. The ample rule is to make the 

* choice between a and an match your 
\ own pronunciation of such h- words. 

? fficholasGisb6nje,EngIish,lapguage 

adviser to the faculty of English at the 
j University of Cambridge, says bis own 
f father uses the phrase an hold, but ne 
] would not expectanyone under 4U tooe 
j famifiar withfL “It » entirety 
1 an hotel is dyfistically marked as beofle 
j more formal and has a use restricted to 
•{ the older generation," he says. A tricky 
f one for Mrs Bottomley: dehght the ojtfi- 
i aaigpeis for traditional English but ns* 
j bewildering the younger voter. 

* - 1 

t - 

‘ When fact is stranger 

? than gulp fiction 

■J My story -yesterday of Italy allowing 

k S«tog drUdran to seethe violent n*ov* 


Pulp Fiction because they regard Has a 

cautionary tale has an echo on these 

shores. 

The indefatigable charmer; Michael 
Winner (he of the seduction technique 
“Come on, let’s get a move on”) also 
believes violent movies serve a social 

purpose. Of his Death Wish films, 

which have shown women being vio- 
lently attacked, be says: “It doesn’t 
mean you're saying ‘Go ont and 
attack women.’ You’re saying: ‘This is 
awful, so protect yourself.’ ” 

All these well-meaning moralists 


making cantionary tale movies, and 
we never realised. 


A brush-off for the 
Turner Prize? 

I am sorry to learn that Waldemar 
Januszczak, Channel 4’s commissioning 

editor for music and arts, is not having 

his contract renewed by Stuart Cos- 

grove, the new controller of arts and 
entertainment, following an outbreak of 



artistic differences between the two 

men. The loss of Januszczak win be 

mourned in the Tate Gallery, which has 

been able to rely on him to ensure not 

only Channel 4’s sponsorship of the 

Turner Prize, but abrasive defences of 

the avant-garde artists involved (and 

even more abrasive attacks on their 

detractors) in his other role as a news- 

paper art critic. It will be interesting to 
see whether Chann el 4’s sponsorship of 

the prize survives Januszczak’s depar- 

ture; and if it does, whether the broad- 
casters will improve on last year's cov- 
erage - which managed to finish just 
before the announcement of the winner 

a piece of avant-garde performance art 

in its own right. 



Taring s ip mind the 
afco a serenity and 
H&wiadowsofthe 


Master of suspense 
gets into real estate 

Jose Maridor, a Spanish-born 
antiques dealer, has found a way of 
selling his flat in 
the Cromwell 
Road, west Lon- 
don, without hav- 
ing to pay a per- 
centage to an 
estate agent. Just 
as be was about to 
put the flat on the 
market, a Japan- 
ese film company 
informed him that 
it was once owned by the film direc- 
tor, Alfred Hitchcock (above). Mr 
Maddox, who had hitherto been 
unaware of this, has enterprisingly 

United film magazines to come and 

write about the £105,000 flat, whose 

post-Hitchcock discovery price might 

be a little higher, and pnt the owner’s 

name and phone nnmber in their 

articles. No estate agent has been 
employed. So here we go. Yes, it has a 
rear window; with five flights of stairs, 
prospective buyers might suffer from 
vertigo; there is no shortage of bird 
life in the area; oh and watch yourself 
in the shower. 
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Mr Blair goes to 
Washington 


L ast night cocktails in Georgetown; 

today a photo call on the White 
House lawn. Tony Blair could offer his 
opponents a master class in political 
campanology. From religion to Wall 
Street he has been ringing the Tories’ 
bells. Now he visits the Oval Office to 
summon up another vision of responsible 
power-in-waiting. Funds are safe with 
Labour, defence is safe with Labour; the 
Adamic partnership is safe with Labour. 

This was a trip - Mr Blair's first offi- 
cial visit to the United States - that had 
to be made. Several birds have been killed 
in a single visit. The connection - rather 
spurious, truth to tell - between the Clin- 
ton Democrats and new Labour is 
affirmed. More important, Tony Blair has 
anticipated a Sight oF capital a mid mar- 
ket turmoil after a Labour victory by 
addressing the likes of George Soros. 
During die visit he gets assessed by the 
spooks and the joint chiefs, for Britain is 
still the principal nuclear partner of the 
United States and Tony Blair's finger may 
soon be near what is left of the button. It 
is hard to see, on all these counts, how* his 
performance could have been better. 

He has used the visit deftly to pour mes- 
sages home aimed squarely at the Tory 
heartland of middle-Britain. While he is in 
(he US making friends with an adminis- 
tration that has at best a formal relation- 
ship with Mr Major and his team, Mr Blair 
has the temerity lo use the trip to march 
further into Toiy territory. It marks a return 
to fully confident form after the uncertainty 
Ihat crept into his performance after the 
Harriet Karman-schooi choice affair. 

On top of fiscal moderation and party 
modernisation we have a pitch to the mid- 
dle managers of middle Britain. This was 
Mr Blair's domestic audience: not well 
paid but with some of their income taxed 
at the top rale, their ranks include some 


teachers and police officers. Without 
making any specific pledges Mr Blair is 
attempting to identify with middle 
Britain's concerns and aspirations. He is 
undeniably effective. Labour's opponents . 
are kept off balance and the party gains 
lime to build a reputation for respectabil- 
ity and trustworthiness before it unveils 
any specific pledges or proposals on tax 
that might frighten off the middle classes. 

It was significant that Mr Blair chose 
to do all this in the US, a further signal 
of Labour’s acceptance of the tradition of 
the Atlantic alliance. It is a rite of passage 
that aspirant prime ministers have to go 
through and which NeO Kinnock, for one, 
failed. Yet if there was one shadow over 
his triumphant progress through the cor- 
ridors of power on the east coast it was 
this; why has he not done something sim- 
ilar in Bonn, Brussels and Baris? 

If Labour is a truly modernising party 
then it must modernise Britain’s view of 
its role in the world. That can only mean 
one thing: to find a more settled and pro- 
ductive role within Europe. A trip to the 
US is important It is not just theatre. But 
working out our relations with Europe is 
far more difficult and far more important 
in the long run. Finance ministers at down 
today together in Verona for further dif- 
ficult mlks on a European single currency, 
the subject that would surely dominate the 
middle years of a Blair a dmin i st r a tion. Yet 
on this issue Labour still holds its tongue. 

Britain's future is European. A future 
leader of Britain with progressive inclina- 
tions ought, to be sure, to make his peace 
with the US and its capital markets. But 
his heart and mind ought long since to have 
been absorbed by Britain's slake, in the 
European project for union and integra- 
tion. A visit to Washington is the easy part 
his trips to Bonn. Paris and Brussels will 
be less showbusmess and much harder. 


Time to get tough 
with Gibraltar 


T he outgoing Spanish Prime Minister. 

Felipe Gonzalez, once called Gibral- 
tar “a stone in Spain’s shoe". This vivid 
image contains an essential truth that has 
been brought oui once again this week by 
a deplorable incident involving the gangs 
of smugglers who operate around 
Morocco. Gibraltar and the southern 
coast of Spain. 

A Spanish Civil Guard policeman was 
billed after his helicopter crashed into the 
sea while it was chasing a Gibraltar-reg- 
istered speedboat with three suspected 
smugglers on board. One of the trio, who 
was later arrested, is a Gibraltar resident 
About half a tonne of hashish, destined 
for Spain, was found on his boat. 

If, as seems likely, it is established that 
die helicopter crashed because it was fired 
on from (he speedboat, a situation may 
arise in which a drug-trafficking resident 
of a British crown colony, claimed by 
Madrid as Spanish territory, is charged 
with the murder of a Spanish policeman. 
This will obviously inflict damage on 
Britain’s relations with Spain, a major 
European Union partner, at just the time 
when this countiy badly needs a better 
image in the EU. 

The rights and wrongs of Britain's dis- 
puted sovereignty over Gibraltar are not 
the central issue. The immediate question 
is why Gibraltar's chief minister. Joe 
Bossano, and his government are failing 
to suppress the tobacco- and drug-smug- 
gling gangs that are poisoning British- 
Spanish relations. 


Only last summer the then Foreign Sec- 
retary, Douglas Hurd, bad to crack the 
whip and warn Mr Bossano that Britain 
might impose measures leading to direct 
rule of Gibraltar unless the local govern- 
ment got tough with the smugglers. For 
a while, it appeared that Mr Bossano had 
taken the message to heart The author- 
ities confiscated all but 12 of the 64 fast 
launches operating out of Gibraltar’s 
harbour. The smuggling problem became 
less acute, and Spanish officials privately 
made dear their pleasure with what 
looked like derisive action instigated by 
John Major's government 

It seems now we are back to square one. 
The smugglers are regaining their confi- 
dence, and the Gibraltar government 
appears at a loss what to do. It is not 
entirely the fault of Mr Bossano and his 
colleagues. They should certainly do more 
to stamp out the drug-trafficking from 
Morocco, but they face a genuine dflemma: 
the health of Gibraltar’s economy is inti- 
mately connected with the activities of 
smugglers, especially of tobacco. 

The answer must be for the government 
in London, be it Tory or Labour, to take 
firm steps over the next few years to help 
the Gibraltar authorities clamp down on 
drug-trafficking and dean up the local 
economy. Britain’s relations with Spam 
must not be held hostage to criminal 
gangs. The first step must be for London 
to reiterate and if oecessaiy implement 
the threats of intervention that it made 
last year. 


c It 3 s just that we can’t find anybody who doesn’t have a grudge against the bank ’ 


■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Taxpayers should be happy to subsidise the unemployed 


Sir: 1 could not agree more with 
John Phflpott that there is a need 
“for a grown-up debate on solu- 
tions to mass unemployment” (9 
April). However, the solution he 
prefers of subsidising jobs for the 
long-term unemployed does not 
come near to addressing the 
long-term problem: the techno- 
logical revolution is destroying 
jobs; increasing globalisation 
means that a growing percentage 
of work, that remains wall find its 
way to low-wage economies. 

It is now sadly dear that the 
vision we had some decades ago 
of a four-day week and more 
leisure time for all is a myth only- 
realisable in a benevolent dicta- 
torship - in practice there will be 
an increasing number working for 
long hours and little pay servic- 
ing the few who are also working 
long hours, but for a lot of pay. 

But even with growing wealth 
there will not be enough service 
jobs for all. We need to change 
our attitude to employment. 
Instead of despising those who do 
not want to work, should wc not 
be grateful that there are some 
who are happy to lead their life 
without it? 

Should we not be encouraging 
the “drop-outs”, be happy that 
they are willing to live on a min- 


imum income, and not begrudge 
the fact that, as taxpayers, we are 
subsidising them? 

Janet Falush 

London SW13 

Sir: John Philpott and the 
Employment Folia' Institute have 
been offering sane solutions to 
the problem of unemployment for 
a decade and a half, so for with 
limited success. Even so. we need 
more than just the expansion of 
schemes for the long-term unem- 
ployed. valuable as they are. 

Dr PhilpoU presents job cre- 
ation subsidies and work-sharing 
measures as alternatives. The 
Gli Amid group of personnel 
professionals sees them as com- 
plementary measures. A job cre- 
ation subsidy, paid to existing 
employers in the private and 
public sectors, would be paid for 
additional jobs. This would be for 
extra jobs, not for taking on only 
the long-term unemployed. 

These additional jobs’could be 
created by expanding business, 
but they could also be created by 
work-sharing measures. Techno- 
logical advance ought to give 
working people the benefit of 
more leisure, but at the moment 
we do not share leisure equitably, 
we give it all to the unemployed. 


who would modi prefer to have 
less of iL 

At present, the whole empha- 
sis is on the short-term gains to 
be had from redundancies and 
other cost-cuttn^ measures. This, 
merely transfers the problem 
from the company to the state. It 
should only be the last resort of 
any company which has any 
regard for tbelong-tenn interests 
of the community. We need a new 
emphasis on expanding activities 
to make productive use of surplus 
employees and on sharing the 
rains from technological advice. 

David Bell 
Ware. Hertfordshire 

Sir John Phflpott s excellent arti- 
cle gives credit to the late Profes- 


anleeing for every citizen a suf- 
ficient Minimum Acceptable 
Level of income. (2) It does so 
without destroying incentives to 
work if it is nor withdrawn as the 
citizen earns other income. (3) It 
provides a universal supplement 
to earnings which is mined at jus- 
tifying any restriction of rates of 
pay which is needed to ensure 
full e m p lo y ment. 

Professor Meade added: 

... the necessary condition for 
the implied downward flexibility 
in wage rates is the provision of 
some alternative source of stable 
income for all citizens Much 
does not depend on the amount 
of work done. 

Quite rightly, Mr Philpott dis-J 
misses some of the morespeebus' 


sorJamesMeade'seconomicvkw .jjgJjies which are now advocated, 
that demand should be sustained" '^Mires for mass unemployment/ 
in the economy to ensure full 
employment But he foils to tell his 
readers that Meade also consis- 
tently argued for the introduction 
of a Citizen’s Income (or soda] div- 
idend) which Phflpott dismisses. 

Indeed, in a pamphlet Fifteen 
Propositions (published in 1993 by 
The Employment Policy Institute 
of which Mr Philpott is director), 

Meade saw a Citizen's Income 
serving three purposes: 

(1) It relieves poverty by guar- 


Ybere wiB inevitably be a “cost* 
for a return to full 
-Bui it is not without 
that Meade conastentiy argued 
the case for a Citizen’s Income. 
Indeed, in his last book "Full 
Em plo y ment Reamed?* published 
just before his death, he had again 
returned to the argumenL 

. Richard Clements 
Director 
Citizen’s Income Trust 
London WC2 


Fighting for 
the CPS 


Supporting the rule of law at Newbury 


Sin The anti-road protesters have 
not only lost direction in their 
"Third Battle of Newbury" - they 
chose completely the wrong site 
for their protest (leading article. 
5 April). 

The case for the bypass is 
overwhelming: the congestion on 
the A34 at Newbury is the one 
obstacle to a clear run from Scot- 
land to the south of Spain. It is 
not just the people of Newbury 
who want the bypass, in order to 
reduce pollution in the area and 
ease local traffic problems, but all 
those who use this major route. 

What is most alarming about 
the whole sorry affair is that by 
employing a full-time organiser 
ana with the ability to use all the 
modern methods of communica- 
tion. a small group can so rapidly 
promote a campaign against a 


project supported by all parties, 
local and national, which resulted 
from 14 years of consultation, 
inquiry and investigation accord- 
ing to true democratic process. 
Are we to be ruled by govern- 
ment and law or by the outcome 
of a conflict between profes- 
sional protesters on the one hand 
and hired security guards on the 
other, a conflict promoted by 
the exploitation of the media by 
a single issue group? 

While regretful of the extra 
cost caused by the protesters, we 
should all be thankful that under 
the cheerful, firm and courteous 
direction of Ihe Under-Sheriff of 
Berkshire the first stage of the 
bypass has been successfully 
completed. 

Mrs Mary E C Rich 

Thatcham, Berkshire 


The value of religion in political life 


Sir: All Western religious people 
-Jews, Christians, Muslims -are 
called to serve in politics, and they 
know full well they can never live 
up to tbeir founders' ideals (“Any- 
one can play Bible games”. 8 
April). That should not stop them 
from getting their hands dirty 
and this happens to professional 
religionists just as much. Instead 
of your perfectionist carp frigs, 
they need our understanding. 

But even worse is your assump- 
tion that Tbny Blair shouldn’t 
play the Christum card because of 
“the majority who are young, 
faithless and sceptical”. Even 


that can be statistically chal- 
lenged - 50 per cent of society 
believe in the resurrection of 
Christ but the main point is that 
it is good to see where our politi- 
cians are coining from, and it is 
great to find anyone willing from 
any party to tty to relate the best 
in Western religion to political 
life. Without that we are faced 
with a moral vacuum and politi- 
cal vacuousness. 

The Rev Charles Brock 
D irector of Ministerial 
Training and Chaplain 
Mansfield College 
Oxford 


Backed up by the letter of the law 


T oday we have the final extract 
from the current High Court trial 
in which Mr Sidney Delta stands 
accused of leaving his car for more than 
two years in a parking space marked 
"DISABLED ONLY", thus incurring 
ewer 6,000 separate finable offences. He 
has pleaded not guilty owing to dyslexia. 
Nobody in the court has the faintest 
idea what he is talking about. 

Counsel: May I first apologise for the 
lateness of my arrival in court this 
afternoon, my lord,... 

Judge: Do you have an excuse? 
Counsel: Yes. There was a car parked 
In my reserved space. A bhie BMW.. ., 
Defendant: I think that must have 
been mine. 

Counsel: The space is clearly marked 
“Reserved". 

Defendant: It did not say who it was 
reserved for. I thought there was a 
chance it might be for roe. 

Judge: May we please get on with this 
case as fast as possible? I have a 
weekly appointment with mv 
masseuse and correction teacher at 
6 pm... 

Counsel: Yes, mTud. Now, Mr Sidney 
Delba, we have come to the moment 
when at last you will tell the court how 
you justify leaving your car for two 
years in a space clearly marked “DIS- 
ABLED ONLY”. You have said that 
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it was all due to dyslexia. Will you tell 
us how? 

Defendant: Certainly. My dyslexic 
handicap takes the form of a tendency 
to reverse letters, or groups of letters. 
Counsel: You mean, if I had an ORE, 
you would think I had an EBO? 
Defendant: Yes. Of course, this does 
not matter so much in France... 
Counsel; I beg your pardon? 
Defendant: The French have a ten- 
dency to reverse their initials anyway. 
The Communist Party in France is the 
Parti Communiste, which shortens to 
the PC, which is the opposite of our 
CP. What we call Nato is known in 
France as Oran. My form of dyslexia 
tends to turn that back to from, so I 


read the French word Otan as Nato. 
Judge: I fail to see what this has got 
to do with parking in a space reserved 
for disabled people. 

Defendant: Everything, my lord. You 
see, if you reverse my first name Sid, 


you get Dis. If you reverse ray sur- 
name, Delba. you get Abled. There- 
fore, on account of my disability, I am 
condemned to read the word Dis- 
abled as my own name. Therefore, 
when I see a sign seeing DISABLED, 
whereas the rest of you read this as 
DISABLED, I read it as SID DELBA 
and 1 feel I have to park there. 
Judge: Good heavens. How extraor- 
dinary. Is that really true? Let me 
spell your name backwards ... Yes ... 
Dis Abled ... Sid Delba ... Just a 
moment. 

Defendant: Yes, mlud? 

Judge: What about signs that read 
DISABLED ONLY, like the one 
where you left your car for two years? 
Presumably you read ONLY back- 
wards too? 

Defendant: Yes. I do. 

Judge: So what did you make of the 
word YLNO? When it said, to your 
dyslexic eyes, YLNO SID DELBA, 
what did you think YLNO meant? 
Defendant: I assumed it was some 
meaningless Welsh word, my lord, or 
perhaps the initials of some organi- 
sation unknown to roe. 

Judge: Nonsense! What could YLNO 
possibly stand for? 

Defendant; Well, perhaps for Young 
Liberals Numismatic Organisation. 
Or for the Yachting League Nord- 
Ouest. Or maybe something Jewish _ 


Judge: Jewish? 

Defendant: Perhaps the Yiddish Lan- 
guage Normalisation Office. 

Judge: Never mind about that! I 
want to come back to your name, Mr 
Delba. I just find it a very remarkable 
coincidence that your name is Dis- 
abled spelt back to from. A VERY 
remarkable coincidence. A VERY 
remarkable coincidence indeed. Was 
it not lucky that you received this 
name at birth? 

Defendant: This was not my name to 
begin with, mTud. I changed my 
name five years ago. 

Counsel: Aha! You changed your 
name to Sid Delba by deed poll! 
Defendant: Yes. 

Counsel: From what? 

Defendant Previously my name had 
been Mr de Vreser. 

Jndge: De Vreser? Is that a sort of 
Dutch name? 

Defendant Sort of, my lord. 

Judge: But it also spells “Reserved" 
backwards, does it not? 

Defendant: 1 believe it does. 

Judge: So you went through a period 
of your life when you could park in 
spaces marked Reserved, claiming 
that because of your dyslexia you had 
read it as your name? 

Defendant: Well, yes ... 

The case continues, though riot, you vail 
be glad lo hear, in this space. 


Queries for 
Ciwyd insurers 

Sin It is not clear exactly what 
Ciwyd County Council’s insurers 
objections to the council pub- 
lishing the independent report 
into its children’s homes are 
(report, 5 April). 

Do the Insurers claim that pub- 
lishing it would breach the terms 
of the insurance contract, and so 
invalidate any claim connected 
with the contents? If so. cannot 
the council go to the courts and 
seek a declaratory judgment on 
this point? I find it difficult to 
imagine a court holding that the 
act of being open and honest 
could invalidate an otherwise 
legitimate claim. Or are the insur- 
ers saying “publish this and we 
will not insure you again"? 

K Haggett 

Sheffield 


True humanity 

Sir; I know that I can rely on the 
Independent Thank you for pub- 
lishing Fergal Keane's letters to his 
fother and son (9 April). It is so 
rare to get a true piece of human- 
ity in a world that so often just 
seems to spin fester and become 
more cruel and harder to bear. 

Kennedy Wilson 
Edinburgh 


Post letters to Letters to the 
Editor: and include a daytime 
telephone Dumber. (Free 0171- 
293 2056i e-mail: letters @ 
independentxo.uk) Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity. 


Life and death 
on the open road 

Sin On Good Friday, faced with 
the inevitable grid-lock on the 
M2 5, Ml, AT and M6. my partner 
and I drove the length of England 
on two and three digit A roads and 
B roads. It took (possibly) longer 
tiban using the arterial system but 
route we enjoyed wonderful 
countryside, pretty villages, inter- 
esting towns, friendly pubs and 
dean, efficient little Chefe. There 
was hardly any congestion, we 
were relaxed and thoroughly rel- 
ished the feeling of explorer - 
reliving those halcyon days of 
open-road motoring 

If you have the time, and 
don’t have a caravan, stay away 
from the jams and enjoy our 
country. 

Nicholas Gregory 
Haywards Heath, 
West Sussex 

Sir. Spring is celebrated in poetry, 
prose and didi£ as a time for new 
life. However, as can be seen 
from walking down many roads in 
our countryside, it seems to be 
better described as a time of 
death and destruction. 

Every morning, on quiet roads, 
maity residential, in and a round 
any country town can be found 
hundreds of corpses of badgers, 
stoats, rabbits, frogs and toads, all 
exterminated by cars. 

With a little more care from 
motorists I am sure that this 
annual slaughter of our native 
wildlife could be curbed . 

Georgette Ironside 
Hertford 


Sin Folly Toynbee (“Barristers: a 
law uctothemselves" 1 0 April) 
doubts my commitment lo 
achieving rights of audience for 
CPiS lawyers in the higher courts. 

'. On the day that. I was 
appointed Director of Public 
Prosecutions in April 1992, 1 said 
in my first public statement that 
“1 will continue to fight vigaroo sly 
for rights of audience for CPS 
lawyers. After ail, I have lost ray 
own rights of audience." My 
views were widely reported and 
are certainly familiar hi all in the 
legal profession. 

Neither my views nor my com- ( 
mitmenl to achieving those rights 
haveaftered I haveputour case 
, al .eyenwatitable opportunity, 
mchwSg written and oral sub- 
missfoiistotirc Lord Chancellor's 
Advisory Committee on Legal 
Education and Conduct on sev- 
eral occasions, and I shall con- 
tinue to do so. . 

Barbara Mills, QC 
Director of Public 
Prosecutions 
Head of the Crown 
Prosecution Service 
London £C4 

Sin I congratulate Polly Toynbee 
in exposing the restrictive prac- 
tices which continue to protect 
theBar and shield it from healthy 
competition. 

The most significant benefi- 
ciaries of these practices are the 
QCJs themselves. Once a year, 
after a mysterious process of 
consultation, the Lord Chancel- 
lor, a barrister and .QC, appoint 
about 60 barristers to the position 
of Queen's Coonsef Tbisphables 
those lucky individuals fo ddtflde 
or treble tbeir income. <jften for 
undertaking less Tips is 

simply because Ity tradition the 
Bar and the judidaiy ijisis# that 
QCs are instructed mifie jurat 
complex or weighty cases.’ The 
whole system is no more thin the 
manipulation of a, market which 
ensures that the supply of senior 
barristers does not exceed. The^, 
demand for their senfees^ / 

If their inflated fees were 
funded solely by wealthy litigants 
then it would noL pjqtfraps be Ja 
matter for public conjceni^How- 
ever that is not the jease: mare 
often than not their- fees are 
funded by the publicptoise, either 
through the legal aid syst em dr fey 
the Crown Prosecutidn Service/If ~ 
this "Spanish Practicfe^ wbre'to 
exist m any other- industry itworild 
have been outlawed long ago. .' 

Angus Andrew 
Senior Partner 
Osbornes Solicitors 
London NW1 

Away with the A A 

Sir. t assume that John Coe (Let- 
tere, 10 April) does nor belong to 
the AA. However, there may 
well be 'those who do and who 
agree with him about not having 
any means of influencing that 
organisation's pronouncements. 
There is an alternative: join 
another motoring o rganisa tion . 
that sticks to its “proper function 
of helping motorists in trouble’". 

Edward Giynn 


Sheppen 

Middle 


rtoa.- 

tilesex 



Northward bound # 

Sir- Would your correspondent 

(10 April) not have a betterview 
of the world — and maps — if -he 
drove not up and down from 
Scotland lo Hampshire but south: 
and north? 

Raymond Cooper 
Lu dwell, Dorset 
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Why Britain would fare better on the fringe 


TTifi gentlemen (arid women) of 
x Verona meet todaytodacusstbe 
Aiture relationship between the “ins” 
and ■'outs" of Enropean Monetary 
Union. It is billed as an informal 
meeting of the EU finance ministers 
and central bank governors to talk 
about ideas rather than make deci- 
sions, bat in the run-up it has already 
been presented with headlines such 
as “Clarke’s new euro battle" and 
“Britain faces ERM threat 1 '. Even 
allowing for headline-writers’ hyper- 
bole, zumraat is clearly up. 

Tbcreare,Ithink,£wostoriesrun- 
mnghi parallel. The first concerns the 
practical need for the planners at the 
European Monetary Institute, Eur- 
ope’s, embryonic central bank, to 
thmk about the relationship between 
countries that wiD sign up for a com- 
mon currency and those that wfl] not 
The EMI itself will have both 

groups as members, for it is a body set 

up by all EU countries and no one is 
suggesting that all its members would 
Participate in the single currency on 
day one. So inevitably, assuming Lhat 
the single currency does go ahead, 
there wSl be one set of EMI members 
wat wfl] be subject to its monetary 
decisions and another that will not, 
AS sorts of questions arise, most obvi- 
ously, whether the outsiders should 
have any role in forming EMI policy 
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As ministers meet to discuss monetary union, a parallel, less benign agenda is emerging 

gjgg remo . le - ft 1 a d ° i - W VI payment to Brussels since 1984 small tariffi that might be in 


at all and whether the EMI should 
have any role m forming the outsiders' 
“?P etaiy Pbjqf- To put it at its low- 
est, it would be helpful to have a rea- 
sonable degree of co-operation 
between the two groups of members; 
currency and interest-rate instabil- 
ity IS m no one’s interests. 

But there is another and less 
agreeable tale, which those headlines 
reflect. Ii is the extent to which the 
outsiders can be compelled to run 
simuar economic and monetary poli- 
cies to the insiders, so that the coun- 
tries which have retained their own 
oirrencies do not gain any competi- 
tive advantage by being able to 
devalue against the euro. In its most 
extreme form, the case has been 
made for imposing trade sanctions 
against countries that deliberately 
devalued their currencies in this way. 

This raises a real possibility that 
a country such as Britain, which 
chose to retain its own currency and 
which did not agree to follow the 
monetary and fiscal policies decided 
hy the EMI, might be faced with a 
set of circumstances that made it dif- 
ficult to remain within the European 
Union. 

At the moment that possibility 


might seem remote. But if the dis- 
cussions this weekend head in the 
less benign of the two directions 
noted above, both this government 
and the opposition should be doing 
some contingency planning. We are 
talking about a set of institutional 
changes that will on present sched- 
ules, take place during the life of the 
next British parliament So to look 
at .the sums to see the pluses and the 
minuses in terms of Britain’s eco- 
nomic self-interest of remaining or 
not remaining within the EU, is not 
at all to argue the case for leaving. 
Rather H is to say that it is irre- 
sponsible of governments - and 
serious-minded oppositions - not to 
consider possibilities which they 
hope will not occur, but which must 
be recognised as real. 

Put it this way; the possibility of 
British manufactured exports facing 
trade barriers in Europe at some 
time in the next five years must be 
at least as large as the possibility in 
1991 that British beef exports would 
be completely banned from the 
European market this year. 

So how do the numbers stack up? 
There are three main areas; the 
UK's budgetary position with the 


HAMISH McRAE 


Britain has been the 
largest recipient of 
inward investment 


EU; our present trade relations; and 
the dynamic impact on the shape of 
the UK economy. 

The first set of sums are easy. 
Britain's taxpayers pay each year 
rather more than £2bn to cover the 
cost of running the EU bureaucracy 
and to give to other EU member 
countries. On an annual basis that is 
not enormous -it is equivalent to a 
penny on income tax, or all the rev- 
enue from vehicle excise duty, but it 
adds up. A quick tally of the total net 


payment to Brussels since 1984 
comes to £I9bn. Not only would that 
money be available either to cut taxes 
or increase public spending here, but 
because we have paid it overseas our 
foreign assets would be higher than 
they are at present, and so we would 
have a larger flow of income from 
those assets. 

A further balance of payments 
advantage would be that Britain 
could buy food imports at world 
prices rather than at EU prices, so 
both our import bill and our food 
prices would be lower. It is difficult 
to put a quick number on the saving, 
and UK farmers would presumably 
still require similar subsidies to those 
they receive as part of the common 
agricultural policy, but there is no 
doubt that UK food prices would be 
lower, closer to those of; say, the US 
or Australia than to, say, France. 

If this first effect of leaving the 
EU would be wholly positive, the 
same cannot be said for the other 
two. It is perfectly possible to export 
into the EU from outside in Europe: 
Sweden and Austria have done so 
veiy successfully, and Switzerland 
has and will continue to do so. Trade 
is protected under the Gatt and the 


small tariffs that might be imposed 
would hardly be significant In any 
case the EU has a visible trade sur- 
plus with Britain running at around 
£4bn a year: we are a better export 
market for them than they are for 
us. So it would be unwise of EU 
countries to jeopardise access to the 
British market by imposing trade 
barriers on British exports to the 
EU. Reason would dictate that the 
free transfer of goods should con- 
tinue. 

Nevertheless it would be naive to 
suppose that things would go on just 
as before. There would not be any 
immediate trade catastrophe, 
despite the fact that more than half 
our physical exports go to the EU, 
but there would be longer-term 
costs. In particular inward invest- 
ment into the UK would be threat- 
ened. Over the last decade Britain 
has been the largest recipient in the 
EU of inward investment, with 
nearly 40 per cent of the total. Still, 
France has recently overtaken the 
UK, which shows that this position 
as Europe's favourite base for new 
manufacturing enterprises is by no 
means secure. Losing inward invest- 
ment would be deeply damaging, for 


it brings expertise and access to mar- 
kets as well as funds. 

It is this final effect, the dynamic 
impact on commercial confidence, 
that should worry a future govern- 
ment most The greater the hostility 
surrounding the ejection, or resig- 
nation, from the EU, the greater the 
economic costs. One can make an 
argument that Britain ought to direct 
its trade away from Europe because 
this is and will remain a sfow-growtb 
zone compared with the new markets 
in East Asia and even with North 
America. But that is worth doing 
anyway: one could not only pursue 
such a policy while remaining an EU 
member, it would probably be eas- 
ier to do so. 

Conclusion? Well the sums need 
to be done properly, for this is just 
the roughest sketch. But I suspect 
that the optimal economic position 
for the UK - leave aside the politics 
- would turn out to be a loose but 
friendly association with the EU. 
rather than full membership, par- 
ticularly if the rest of Europe pressed 
on towards an ever-closer union. We 
do need a free-trade agreement, but 
we do not need anything more. If the 
Verona meeting is the start of a 
move to an explicit multi-tier 
Europe, the fringe will not be a bad 
place to be. 


A stake in the labour market 

Stakeholding is Labour’s big idea: but it borrows too heavily from the German model. The future lies in adapting the concept to the 
needs of an Anglo-Saxon market economy - and in particular to creating a secure workforce, argues David Soskice 
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s Margaret Thatcher realised, serious pol- 
itics requires simple, powerful ideas. 
Stakeholding is a strong candidate. Yet 
the discussion so far raises cause for 
concern. 

Labour is on the verge of 
power, it wifl govern an econ- 
omy whose most funda- 
mental traits are pro- 
foundly Anglo-Saxon; 
highly developed 
financial markets; 
de-regulated 
labour markets; 
an education 
and training sys- 
tem in which 
companies 
playnttlc part; . 
ana coxnpa- . 
nies that have 
highly com- 
petitive, arm's 
length rela- 
tions with each 
■ r other. Yet the 
main proposals 
for a stake- 
holder society are 
borrowed from a 
quite different sys- 
tem, notably from the 
more co-ordinated 
capitalism of northern 
Europe, and Germany in 
particular. 

A central element of 
abour’s idea of stakeholding is to 
employees a stake in their corn- 
through enhanced security, par- 
kill development This is a cfaar- 
arge companies in northern 
European economies; it is an attractive aspect of 
their type of capitalism (though don’t count on 
benefiting to the full if you’re a woman), and plays 
an important role in making them competitive. 
But ^company stakeholding" works in those 
economies because they have a quite different 
institutional framework. 

Thus Labour is faced with a choice: 
if ft wants to keep company stake- 
holding as a central part of its 
strategy, it must envisage 
institutional changes of 
dramatic propor- 
tions; alterna- 
tively, it needs 
to develop a 
concept of 
stakehold- 
ing that is 
appropri- 
ate to an 
Anglo- 
Saxon 
liberal 
market 
economy. 


It has long been a pragmatic and legitimate 
practice of Britain's centre-left to borrow policies 
from abroad: in the 1950s and 1960s it looked to 
French planning in the 1970s and 1980s to Scan- 
dinavian soda] democracy. Now it looks to Ger- 
many and stakehokfing. Yet the more we under- 
stand other systems, the dearer it becomes that 
taking any one part of a system (such as company 
stakeholding) away from the rest of the system is 
unlikely to be fruitful. 

The first requirement of die company stake- 
holding framework is long-term financing. Ger- 
man companies, large and small, benefit from the 
availability of long-term finance. This is critical 
to the security employees enjoy. Employees 
would give much less credence to the idea of secu- 
rity if they knew that owners could suddenly 
demand higher returns and job cuts, or that com- 
panies could be easily sold to new owners. The 
German ability to provide long-term capital 

shareholders that are co-ordinated by banks. In 
Britain these close and long-established links 
between companies seldom exist. 

The second requirement of company stake- 
holding is an effective system of training whereby 
employees acquire substantia] skills in the area 
in wbidi the company operates. If labour markets 
are deregulated, as m Britain and the US, and it 
is easy for companies to bid skilled employees 
away from the companies that have trained 
them, the incentive to train diminishes sharply. 
In Germany labour markets are tightly regulated, 
which makes poaching more difficult 

The third element of company stakeholding is 
participation in decision making. This is not a 
happy family dance in which German employees 
get some intrinsic pleasure from participation. It 
is a centra] part of the stakeholder bargain and 
promotes identification with the company’s suc- 
cess as well as restraint in the use of employee 
power. 

Even if it were possible to establish the insti- 
tutional framework for northern European com- 
pany stakeholding it is not dear that it would be 
desirable. Economies whose efficiency derives 
from companies being able to take a long-term 
perspective often exclude women from serious 
careers in the private sector. Well-educated 
women do significantly better in the US (and 
Britain) than in Germany, Japan or Sweden. 
Upwardly mobile women should be wary of pro- 
posals to develop a northern European-type 
labour market. 

While the northern European framework pro- 
vides a comparative advantage for high-quality 
manufacturing the more deregulated Anglo- 
Saxon frameworks have an overwhelming com- 
parative advantage in internationally competitive 
services, from banking to airlines and the enter- 
tainment industry. 

Despite these reservations, stakeholding 
remains an attractive concept It implies security 
and inclusion. Stakeholding also suggests active 
engagement both from the state and the indi- 
vidual It is these notions - obligation, choice, 
security and engagement as well as the role of 
the state - which nuke stakehokfing so potent for 


the centre-left: on the one hand, it speaks to the 
desires and fears of the self-reliant middle-of-the- 
road voters Labour needs to capture; on the other, 
the role of the state ties stakeholding as a polit- 
ical project to the centre-left 

How can the concept be applied in a useful way 
in Britain? There is one area where stakehold- 
ing can cut with the grain of liberal market 
economies: the labour market Labour markets 
have become notoriously less secure for a large 
proportion of the population. The company can 
no longer guarantee employment stability and it 
is playing a less important role in organising indi- 
vidual careers. Employees' skills may not equip 
them for employment mobility. 

What would having a stake in the labour mar- 
ket, as opposed to in a company, look like? There 
are two elements. The first is an implicit contract 
that serious investment of effort by a young per- 
son at school should lead to the acquisition of the 
relevant general and social skills necessary for 
modern labour markets. For young people at 
schools in disadvantaged areas this may be diffi- 
cult to fulfil: it is one reason why it is vital for such 
children to be able to get out of such schools and 
into sixth form colleges. 

But some young people from disadvantaged 
backgrounds may not have been able to get into 
an environment in which appropriate general skills 
are acquired. If we are frank about it, those are the 
skills ofbeing middle class. What sort of stakeholder 
contract can me give to a child who has no chance 
of developing such skills? These are the children 
who will fall into a low attainment/low competence 
trap, getting jobs without prospects at the bottom 
end of a deregulated labour market We know that 
most ‘Tngb-quahty training" policies for these 
young people are a cruel delusion. 

We also know that schemes to 
subsidise low-level employment 
in the private sector may reduce 
unemployment, but seldom pro- 
vide ladders out It is therefore 
of great importance for a gov- 
ernment serious about stake- 
holding to consider law-level 
public-sector careers, linked to 
adequate school performance. 

This would be a real contract fra: 
disadvantaged young people - 
where both they and the gov- 
ernment would have serious 
obligations. Such a contract 
(which the private sector can- 
not offer) would provide secu- 
rity in a low-level but useful 
public service career in 
exchange for hard work at 
school and commitment 

The -second element of a 
labour market stakeholder con- 
tract concerns the process of 
moving through careers for the 
great majority of citizens. As 
careers increasingly involve not 
just a number of different 
employers but also the acqui- 
sition of different skills, the tra- 


ditional ways of dealing with breaks in employ- 
ment through benefits and information about jobs 
is giving way to the need for access to educa- 
tion/training and counselling. It is in this area, 
where insecurity is rife, that imaginative stake- 
holding solutions are required. Any such solutions 
would have to reduce insecurity while preserving 
the sense of individual opportunity and not 
imposing excessive restrictions on employers. The 
individual leaming/training account is one such 
idea. It puts the emphasis on the individual - 
through the individual’s obligation to invest in 
training in order to attract corresponding subsi- 
dies by employer and state, and through the indi- 
vidual’s choice in how much to invest and where 
to train. But it also brings the state into the pic- 
ture. This would be amplified through a proper 
education and training counselling service, 
divorced from the depressing connotations of 
employment exchanges. 

Above all. Labour must underpin the British 
stakeholding model with a wholehearted com- 
mitment to mass higher education. Although the 
present government has revolutionised higher 
education, it is now dithering about costs. Tradi- 
tionalists complain about failing standards, but 
almost all courses teach students the social and 
computing skills required by the new service econ- 
omy. Even after the expansion of the past decade, 
only one third of young people in Britain go on 
to further education, compared with more than 
half in the US. So here, at least, our model should 
be liberal America rather than social democra- 
tic Germany. 

A longer version of this article appears in the cur- 
rent issue of the magazine * Prospect 




jLrocKerea Beirut for the first time 
since 1982. It was a calculated esca- 
lation m the worsening cyc'^ of J?" 
fence between Israel and HizboUahtn 
Lebanon. The raid, coming a day after 
uiituniui, mHL'p.te into nortnern 


Hizbollah is bei^^s^ to needle lsrael, says Andrew Rathmell 


settlement of Kityat Siemaaa,\fetflsT 

in* 56 Israelis. The. Katyusha#^: 

portrayed as retaliatmn foj a 
roadside bomb in.Biaadrit; north of 
the Israeli-controlled zone; which 
lolled one Lebanese cmliad a^d 
injured three on Monday. ; 

The number Of HkboSah attadfcs 
on Israelis has risen to more titan X00 
this year. By the end of Man* Israeli 
patience was wearing thnC It was ■ 
only American influence that 
restrained Israel fom launching a 
Both, sides- have now vtoiarcu — j^g-scale retaliation. . ■' 

^tcconl with bloody consequenc^- . £ combination atlsraefi deefatf 

The attacks were the latest p*™ — Curtan JTNnSnh fwwM* «U 


and led td fears that Israel my 
its 1993 offensive, which dteaagea 

ofKyXJOLebanesedvilians. Aftermai 

offensive both sides agreed to respet 
certain lines- no attacks on Le™* 1 ®? 
civilians and no, attacks into Israe^ 

Both sides - have now violated tne. 


Wednesday a Hiztxjuaninoriai 

kflied anTsraeli soldier and 
thrttdffieofolsraen-ocaqji^so f 
Ufeifon,- * day after a barrage 
Katyusha rockets had hit the Gain 


current escalation.- Rome 'Mfi&ier 
Shimon Peres knows Jhat ; fckwea*: 

point in the laaeE ^cfip^sel 
29 May, is vet 

security- The steadjLtrickle Of Israeli ; 


Tbssesin south Lebanon has helped to 
mdeimine a reputation already tar- 
pished by the Hamas suicide bomb- 
ings- By authorising tough action in 
Lebanon he hopes to regain some 
credibility. He hopes that an Israeli 
eolation will fixee the United States 
to intervene and pnssure Syria, whose 
troops at astride HzzboHah’s supply 
lines, to damp down on guerrilla 
attacks. Israel’s director of Lebanon 
affairs, Uri Lubxani, warned that 
Syria would get a ‘‘whopping" if ft 
; intervened to protect Hizbollah. 

'Syria is pat, however, the only 
power with influence over Hizbollah. 
Recent Syrian-Iraman tensions have 
LI$hIighted the rote Iran still plays in 
feuwiiwgg HizboBah's mfiitaiy wing. 
Resistance, with training and 
has been par- 
te movement’s 


spate of military successes and there 
are evident splits between Hizbollah’s 
mfiitaiy and civilian leaders. 

The former have vowed to fight on 
while the latter recognise that their 
future lies in acting as a Lebanese 
political party since a Lebanese-Israeii 
peace treaty would make their armed 
struggle redundant. 

Divisions between Syria and Iran 
and within the Lebanese Shia com- 
munity have been accompanied by 
signs that the more moderate Shia 
movement, AmaL has recently 
increased its aimed operations against 
Israeli troops. Amal is unequivocally 
a Syrian proxy and has been used in 
the past to counter Hizbollah when 
the latter got out of hand. The return 
of Amal as a mfiitaiy force may 
demonstrate that Syria fears it is los- 
ing control over Hizbollah’s fighters. 


In any case, for now Syria is happy 
to see HfeboDah make Israel bleed. 
The Syrian- Israeli peace talks have 
been halted since the wave of Pales- 
tinian suicide bombings and will not 
restart until after the Israeli election. 
President Hariz al-Assad does not 
however want to be forgotten. By 
allowing Hizbollah to operate he 
reminds Israel that it cannot live 
securely without peace on the Golan, 
in return for which Assad would 
pacify south Lebanon. 

If the fighting escalates and grabs 
international attention, so much the 
better. His nightmare is to be mar- 
ginalised while Israel builds a regional 
block with the Palestinians and Jor- 
dan. The current flare-up in Lebanon 
can only serve to distract Israel from 
ihisgoaL 

The writer is a Middle East specialist at 
the Centre for Arab Gulf Studies, Exeter 
University. 
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Bank of Ireland poised for takeover of Bristol & West 


nic cicum 


Bristol & West Building Soci- 
ety is set co be taken over by 
Bank of Ireland in a deal that 
experts believe could net its 1.4 
million members up to £750 in 
cash or shares. 

The society's derision, due to 
be announced on Monday, is 
the latest in a stampede by 
most of the UK’s top- 10 build- 
ing societies to abandon mutu- 
ality. 

It comes as members of Na- 
tional & Provincial yesterday 
voted massively in favour of a 


£1 J5bn takeover by Abbey Na- 
tional at an emergency meeting 
in Manchester. 

Bristol *fc West refused to 
comment yesterday on whether 
it was planning to "make an an- 
nouncement over its own mu- 
tual status. However, the society 
closed its doors to all new busi- 
ness in a desperate bid to bait 
a fasi-rainute rush by thou- 
sands of speculators hoping to 
gain from (he takeover frenzy. 

A spokesman said: “We de- 
rided to stop people from open- 
ing a new account with us unless 
they are existing customers. It 


became apparent that the level 
of new accounts opening was 
having an adverse affect on 
our existing customers. 

“This was because the queues 
were so long we could not pro- 
vide the level of service we 
would like. The rush did not 
come as a surprise and I think 
we have managed to stop it be- 
fore it became a problem. We 
intend to keep the ban on un- 
til rumours of a merger have 
died down." 

Sources said yesterday that 
Bristol & West, which has in ef- 
fect put itself up for auction for 


several months, has chosen 
Bank of Ireland as the best can- 
didate among a range of suit- 
ors thought to include Allied 
Irish Bank and National Aus- 
tralia Bank. 

Its discussions are thought to 
have led it to the Building So- 
ciety Commission, the industry 
regulator, to ask bow to aban- 
don mutuality. 

A price tag is not known. 
When Cheltenham & Glouces- 
ter was bought by Lloyds last 
year, qualifying savers with the 
C&G received an average wind- 
fall of £2.100. 


Banking analysis speculated 
yesterday that the acquisition 
could cost Bank of Ireland be- 
tween £600m and £S00m. 

A higher price would lead to 
a bigger payout, of up to £750, 
for Bristol & West's 1.2 million 
savers and 200.000 borrowers. 

However, one analyst said 
this was unlikely: “Unlike C&G 
and some of die societies that 
have announced their flotation 
plans in recent months, Bristol 
& West is not as well focused. 
It has had a disproportionate 
share of debt and reposses- 
sions although it has taken 


large strides in the past two or 
three years to eliminate the 
problem.' 

In the past sit months Bris- 
tol & West has been linked with 
a number of predators, includ- 
ing ftw-inrial services to tobac- 
co group BAT and insurance 
giant Prudential. 

Bank of Ireland, formed in 
1 753. is based in Dublin and has 
assets of more than £l8bn. The 
bank, which is quoted on the 
London Stock Exchange, em- 
ploys about 12,000 staff at al- 
most 500 brandies, most of 
them in Ireland. 


In 1987, the Bank of Ireland 
bought a mortgage lending op- 
eration in the UK Grom Bank of 
America. The UK business, 
based in Reading, has a 260- 
strong staff and a mortgage 
book valued at more than £2bn 
in 1995. Bank of Ireland Mort- 
gages works primarily by offer- 
ing home loan packages 
through life insurance compa- 
nies and independent finan- 
cial advisers. 

: However, in common with 
most centralised lenders, who 
borrow their money on the 
wholesale markets, it suffered 


significant!? from had debt 
problems in the early 1990s but 
is thought to have largely re- 
covered. 

One source said that lor 
more than a year. Bank of Ire- 
land senior executives have fol- 
lowed a strategy involving the 
takeover of a suitable UK mu- 
tual lender; B risto l & West, 
amongotfeex societies, was care- 
fully considered but did not 
emerge as favourite until more 
recently. A Bank of Ireland 

spokesman said yesterday: “Our 
policy is that we never comment 
on any acquisition tumours. 7 ’ 


Future sell-offs 
jeopardised by 
power sale fiasco 


Protestors disrupt Lloyds TSB annual meeting 


s Mi m - -M 


! MARY FAGAN 

i Industrial Correspondent 


j The regulatory fiasco sur- 
j rounding the Government's 
£3.6bn sale fast year of shares 
j in National Power and Power- 
j Gen could seriously deter in- 
1 vestment in future privatisations 
' according lo the National Au- 
J diL Office. 

1 The NAO report, which 
j comes on the eve of the £l.Sbn 
j Rail track sale, shows that 91 per 
' cent of institutions fell the 
i furore had "had a negative ef- 
[ feet on the likelihood of their 
I participating in future privatis- 
| lions". 

i In March 1995. Professor 
[ Stephen Littiechild. the clec- 
, tricky watchdog, surprised the 
C City by announcing a renewed 
i crackdown on electricity dislri- 
& but /on prices. The news wiped 
p almost £5bn off electricity share 
£ prices within a matter of days. 

~ Professor Liitleehild's slaie- 
~ men! was issued the day after 
> the start in share dealings of 
newly-sold shares in National 
jf Power and PowerGen and 
£ caused outrage among private 
.and institutional investors 
■j world-wide. 

*i Yesterday's NAO report 
'‘could prove extremely embar- 
5 rassing for the Government. 
L which Is already struggling to 
•play down controversy over 
Wednesday's announcement of 


the early resignation of Roger 
Salmon, the man charged with 
selling passenger rail franchis- 
es. SBC Whrburc, advisers to the 
flotation, couldbe faced with a 
cutback in the expected £l.8bn 
sale price unless it can overcome 
investor concerns about the 
railways arising from Mr Sal- 
mon's resignation, even though 
he is not Raillrack regulator. 

At the same lime ministers 
are faced with increasing scep- 
ticism over the planned pri- 
vatisation of the most modern 
part of the nuclear industry in 
the middle of the year. 

Mr Liulechild's announce- 
ment last year caused a politi- 
cal furore, with the Labour 
Party accusing the Government 
of having “conned" share-buy- 
ers in PtiwerGen and National 
Power by going ahead with the 
sale in the knowledge that the 
regulator may make a statement 
on electricity prices. Although 
the statement had no direct ef- 
fect on the business of Nation- 
al Power and PowerGen. it 
created a frenzy of uncertainty 
over the UK regulatory system 
and its potential implications for 
the entire electricity sector and 
utility industries as* a whole. 

The NAO survey, carried 
out about four months after the 
event, shows th3t feais over UK 


privatisations persisted in spite 
of insistence by ministers that 


of insistence by ministers that 
the storm had abated. The re- 


port admits that the London 
Stock Exchange confirmed 
"widespread and lingering con- 
cerns in the market". The Ex- 
change also said that future 
sales involving a regulated in- 
dustry would probably come un- 
der much more careful scrutiny. 

The survey shows that these 
worries are echoed by institu- 
tional investors. Almost 80 per 
cent of those taking part said 
that Professor Liulechild's in- 
tervention has had a negative ef- 
fect on their perception of the 
privatised utilities. 

According to one City analyst: 
“The NAO’s conclusions are 
hardly surprising as many US in- 
vestors remain jaundiced and 
even UK investors bear the 
previous experience in mind." 

He added: “The report adds 
to the view that commitments 
and undertakings in any future 
sale prospectus will have to be 
extremely clear-cut. There will 
have to be full disclosure of the 
implications of any potential po- 
litical or regulatory changes." 

The NAO report comes 
amidst growing bearishness 
over the sale of British Energy, 
the company formed to lake 
over the nation's most advanced 
nuclear reactors. 

Some analysts believe that the 
gross value of the flotation 
could be as tittle as £1.5bn 
compared with earlier estimates 
of £2-5bn. 
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! Railtrack investors due for 






discount in the share shop 


I-' 


_ PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 


Investors in the Railtrack pri- 
vatisation who register and ap- 
I ply through one of the 110 
' institutions acting as share 
•.shops will be eligible for a 15p- 
: per-share discount on their sec- 
• ond instalment payment, due in 
L 1997. 

The discount will apply only 
to the first 800 shares they are 
i allotted in (he flotation in May, 
i and they must hold them con- 
-tinuously until the payment is 
i made. Alternatively, investors 
t may opt for a one-for-15 share 


bonus on their first 1,200 shares. 

The second instalment date 
will be announced on Monday 
with the prospectus, but SBC 
Warburg, global adviser to the 
sale, has already said it will be 
in the 1997 financial year, so 
that payments can be made in 
two financial years, doubling the 
amount that can be put Into 
Peps. 

The 15p discount is separate 
from a promised discount to the 
offer price when the issue is sold 
in May. Retail investors will be 
given a lower price than City 
and overseas institutions pay. 

The Government is planning 


to sell a minimum 51 per cent 
of Railtrack, with at least 30 per- 
cent of the shares intended to 
go to individual retail investors 
as part of incentive-based 
packages. 

The pathfinder prospectus 
is expected to announce a sale 
of 100 per cent of Railtrack. 
Railtrack shares are expected to 
offer a dividend yield in the re- 
gion of 7 per cent 

London loan market sources 
said Railtrack had agreed the 
£235bn loan it needs for its core 
future financing with a syndicate 
of eight banks led by Barclays 
Bank's BZW Syndications. 




The first Lloyds TSB annual meeting since 
the two banks merged last year was disrupted 
by demonstrators yesterday protesting at the 
bank's stance on third world debt. Some 
naked protestors staged what they described 
as an “ethical streak" and at least two arrests 
were made by police after security officers re- 
moved several people from the AGM, held in 
Edinburgh (above). Sir Robin Ibbs, the 
Lloyds TSB chairman, said he had offered to 
meet the protestors as recently as last Febru- 
ary, but the group had not responded lo his 
invitation. 


UBS board throws out CS merger proposal 


PETER RODGERS 

r Business Editor 


The board of the Union Bank 
/.of Switzerland last night unan- 
imously rejected a £32bn merg- 
er approach from CS Holding, 
one of the other two big Swiss 

• banks. 

- This reprieves a substantial 
t number of jobs in the two 
-banks' operations in London. 
. which together employ 6,500. 
i It was thought that many 

* hundreds and possibly well over 


a thousand jobs could have 
been lost in London If the in- 
vestment bank subsidiaries had 
been merged. 

The statement from the UBS 
board made no attempt to con- 
ceal the directors' anger with CS 
Holding’s tactics, saying they 
were taken aback by the bank's 
demand for a derision in prin- 
ciple ahead of a key share- 
holders’ meeting next Tuesday. 

Tills is the meeting at which 
Martin Ebner, a dissident share- 
holder. will try to overturn the 


appointment of Robert Studer 
as chairman of UBS. 

Swiss analysts now believe re- 
jection could make CS Holding 
vulnerable to a takeover ap- 
proach from another bank, such 
as Deutsche Bank. 

But the door to further talks 
was left slightly ajar when UBS 
said the negative aspects of the 
merger plan far outweighed 
the positive, while conceding 
there were areas where there 
could be benefits. 

CS Holding, number two in 


Switzerland after UBS and par- 
ent of Credit Suisse and CS Fust 
Boston, is not as strongly cap- 
italised as UBS, which is one of 
the few banks in the wodd to re- 
tain a triple A rating. 

The meeting about the plan 
to create the world's second- 
biggest bank began at 430pm 
London time but Nikolaus 
Senn. the UBS chairman, had 
already dropped strong hints 
that a rebuff was likely after the 
approach on 1 April from Rain- 
er Gut. CS Holding's chairman. 


In Switzerland, it is widely be- 
lieved that UBS leaked the 
conversation to undermine 
support. 

Mr Senn and other board 
members have in the recent past 
argued that UBS should remain 
independent and on Wednesday 
a Swiss newspaper printed an in- 
terview with him in which he 
was highly sceptical about the 
Qecd for a merger. 

If a deal went ahead, rbe new 
bank would have been the 
world’s second-largest by size of 


assets. The combined capitali- 
sation would have been £32bn. 

But the likely job losses and 
other rationalisation costs in 
Switzerland are thought to have 
been unacceptably high for 
UBS because of the degree of 
overlap between the two 
businesses. Most analysts 
agreed that Mr Gut’s proposal 
was a serious attempt to lay the 
groundwork for some kind of 
cooperation with UBS, despite 
political and business difficul- 
ties a full merger would face. 
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New Rentokil 
offer lifts bid , 
costs to £74m 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 


Rentokil yesterday looked set to 
secure victory in its bid for ri- 
val business services BET after 
raising its offer to £2-lbn. But 
it revealed that the increased 
terms would raise the advisory 
and other costs of its bid by 
£17m to £74m. 

The figure is before any pay- 
offs for directors, with John 
Clark, BET’S chief executive ex- 
pected to pick up around £5.6m 
if he is forced out following a 
successful takeover. 

The news came as Amec, 
which successfully fended off an 
unwanted bid from the Nor- 
wegian group Kvaemer, an- 
nounced that its £4. lm defence 
costs had cut 1995 profits by 
over a fifth. 

Clive Thompson, Rentokil 
chief executive, said around 
£30m of the £57m cost of the 
original bid related to under- 
writing fees. The new offer 
would add around £17m to the 
total, part of which would be 
success-related, he said. 

BET immediately rejected 
the increased offer, which was 
widely expected. News of tbe 
■higher terms sent the bidder's - 


again in its attempts to grow the 
business.” 

Mr Thompson said Rentok- 
il would reap cost savings from 
merging businesses and closing 
the BET head office. The 124 
people in that area cost £24.6m 
in 1994-95 and some of those 
costs could be saved, but he re- 
fused to give any precise figures, 
saying be did not want to fail 
into the trap created for itself 
by Granada when it said during 
its bid for FOrte that it would 
reap £100m savings from merg- 
ing the two businesses. 

He said any redundancies 
would come from managerial 
and administrative personnel 
and “we are talking about tens 
or hundreds rather than thou- 
sands world-wide." There 
would be imm ediate cost savings 
to be made from merging sim- 
ilar businesses such as cleaning, 
facilities management, person- 


share price down 13p to 350p 
yesterday, while BET added 


A Lloyds spokesman said: “We do not be- 
lieved that writing off the debt is tbe answer. 
We believe the best way forward is to stay with 
the countries and help them establish their 
reputation for fina n cial reliability which will 
help them raise tbe finance they need for die 
future" • • 

In 1995, problem-country debt contributed 
£50m to Lloyds TSB’s income before tax, com- 
prising £22m from a trading surplus and 
£2Sm from a net release of provisions on com- 
pletion or a rescheduling agreement with 
Ecuador. This was much lower than in 1994. 


yesterday, while BET added 
0.75p to 208 J5p. Rentokil is of- 
fering nine new shares and £10 
in cash for every 20 BET shares 
and promising to pay 4p a share 
in dividends to BET share- 
holders. The share terras remain 
the same under the new offer, 
but the cash element is raised 
from £8 to £1(£8Q or I4p a share. 
U values BET shares at 21 Up 
after the fall in the Rentokil 
price yesterday, well clear of a 
raised cash alternative of 
202-5p, up from 179_5p before. 

Announcing the new offer, 
Mr Thompson renewed hostil- 
ities in what has already been 
an acrimonious bid saying that 
Rentokil would be complaining 
to the Takeover Panel about 
BET s “misleading” use of the 
two companies’ share prices in 
rejecting the latest offer. 

He also reopened his attack 
on the management of BET 
since Mr Dark took over in 
April 1991. He said Mr Clark 
was now in tbe fifth year of a 
three year turnaround pro- 
gramme. “The management 
team which did a sound job in 
turning round this business has 
failed, it’s failed and it’s failed 



Renewed hostilities: Clive 
Thompson of Rentokil 


nel and security in tbe UK. 
There would also be longer- 


portunities to develop BETs 
Initial brand name alongside the 


Initial brand name alongside the 
existing Rentokil brand. They 
would keep “an open nrind" on 
what to do with peripheral busi- 
nesses, including plant services, 
conference centres and resort 
management 

But BET said it had “no 
hesitation” in rejecting tbe bid 
after a board meeting' yesterday. 
It claimed that much of the in- 
creased offer was illusory, with 
some 30 per cent of the increase 
being paid for with money al- 
ready promised to BET share- 
holders through its final 
dividend for this year. 


Subdued inflation 
foils to prop Dow 


WANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 


Share prices in the US tumbled 
yesterday for the third time 


this week, despite new evidence 
that inflation remains subdued. 

After a positive initial reac- 
tion to figures showing that 
the rise in “core” prices at the 
factory gate last month was 
lower than expected, tbe Dow 
Jones Industrial Average fell 70 
points to 5,415 by mid -mor ning 
before regaining some of the 
lost ground. 

The decline hit shares in 
London, where the FT-SE 100 
index ended more than 23 
points down at 3,744.2. 

Tbe New York Stock Ex- 
change imposed its automatic 
curbs on trading - for the 39th 
time this year - after a morn- 
ing bout of computer selling. 
This was triggered by a fall in 
stock futures as investors con- 
cluded that low inflation last 
month did not mean it would' 

slay low. 

Concern centred on com- 
modity prices. The price of 
crude ofl is at a four and a half 
year high, with the benchmark 
Brent erode for May delivery up 
54 cents a barrel at $22^7 by 


late yesterday afternoon. 
Higher grain prices as a re- 


sult of dry weather have also 
helped take the Ftederai Re- 
serve’s favoured commodity 
price index, from the Com- 
modity Research Bureau, to 
its highest level for eight years. 

Inflation at tbe factory gate 
in the US remained subdued 
last month apart from com- 
modity-driven increases in en- 
ergy and food costs. 

The producer price index in- 
creased by 05 per cent to a level 
--■4j3er cent higher than a year 

The core increase, excluding 
food and energy, was only 0.1 
per cent in the month and 1.9 

g ?r cent in the year to March. 

nergy prices jumped 2.4 per 
cent and food prices rose 0.6 per 
cent in March. 

Financial markets remained 
concerned about the risk of 
higher inflation in future. Fig- 
ures for US retail sales and con- 
sumer prices due to be released 
today will keep Wall Street 
nerves on edge. 

£>rai Seto, an economist at se- 
curities firm Nikko in New 

York, said: “The price figures 
refleetpast economic condi- 
tions. There are some troubling 
inflation pressures.” However, 
most analysts do not expect the 
Federal Reserve to raise inter- 
est rates in a harry. ~ 
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Littlechild factor lingers among investors 


‘l=br those wtio 
wondered -whether 
anyone would ever be 
brought to book for 
the spectacular 
mugging the markets 
took in March last 
year, the NAO's report 
will be sweet justice' 


Nfiin(teoreferredMt ■ the i r ^ with his P 1 ^ review. Shares in iog heavilty regulated utilities for sale? The 

sation issues. Well not nuiu? k * National Power and PowerGen plunged upshot may be less interest and still lower 

dissection by the Naiinn-ii a»Li SfA* ay * *? ]ow their issue P rice “d reroahied in the prices. Revenge is sweet but voters may not 
the way ministers mirfianHiSj lL° i doldrums for the best part of two months share the satisfaction. 

National ^SSSSJSSS^ K™'* ° f ^ overseas mvestoraUought about with- 

est we are likelv tn p»*t U holding payment and the two generators ni • . , . 

visited on the 4 ^ e i tnbu ^ on consu hed their lawyers about whether to sue. Blair learns hlS 

f -Srar,tt5 tax lessons 

mg that^^SSl investorahiI^£li? ,ld " that 11 had not b®" 1 ' m possession 'T’he Grand Hyatt Hotel in New York is 

in their droves from sub^X 


off in their droves from subscribing for 
fiituie privatisations by the antics of the 
director general of electricity supply, the 
Financial Secretary and his advisers BZW 
and Kleinwort Benson. But for those who 
wondered whether anyone would ever be 
teought to book for the spectacular mugging 
the markets took in March last year, the 
NAO’s report will be sweet justice. 

For the record, it is worth recounting 
events a year ago as the Government pre- 
pared to sell off its remaining shareholdings 
in the two generators. 

On 27 February the Treasury was 
informed that Professor Littlechild was 
dunking of ordering a fresh review of elec- 
tricity prices. For the next four days they 
gazed at their navels before concluding that 
Jt would have no effect on the generators 
sale. 

The following Monday, 6 March, the 
partly-paid shares began trading and even 
managed to go to a premium until Profes- 
sor Littlechild clubbed the entire sector the 


disclosure in the prospectus. 

Well, what else were the poor tortured 
souls supposed to have done? Pulled the sale 
and waved goodbye to £3.6bn in receipts or 
alerted the markets and watched the syn- 
dicte of international banks managing the 
offer take a beating? In the end they decided 
that non-disclosure was the better part of 
valour and ploughed ahead. 

But, as the NAO demonstrates, a sour 
taste continues to linger in the mouths of the 
investment community. In the cold light of 
day four months after the shenanigans of 
March 1995. nearly half those institutional 
investors polled rated the sale unsuccessful 
and 91 per cent say it had a negative effect 
on their likelihood of participating in future 
privatisations. These are institutions that Lhe 
Government must rely on to ensure that the 
much more problematic rales of Rail track , 
and British Energy pass without disaster. 

Who could now blame them for approach- 
ing these two offers with much greater cau- 
tion when confronted with ministers bear- 


r pne urana Hyatt Hotel m New roric is no 
X doubt a more convivial spot for a Labour 
leader to spell out his party’s tax policy than 
some stuffy committee room in the Com- 
mons. It is also a safer place, particularly 
when his delivery is bereft of anything that 
even a pp r o x im ates to a hard number. 

Four years ago the Shadow Chancellor 
John Smith ended Labour's dreams of 
power by unveiling the shadow budget it 
would have enacted if in government to a 
cramped Westminster press conference. 
The electorate took one look and ran a mile 
into the aims of John Major. 

Tony Blair's address to the British Amer- 
ican Chamber of Commerce in the US yes- 
terday shows that New Labour has learnt the 
lesson. It was, unsurprisingly, long on ideals 
but shorter on figures, and why not? 

It did not matter that more people would 
have been better off under John Smith’s 
detailed tax proposals than would have 
been worse off. But by setting out where the 
break point lay he allowed his opponents to 
spread the message that Labour was the 
enemy of endeavour and self-improvement. 


Why strive for a better standard of living 
when it would only be taken away in tax? 

Mr Blair has avoided that pitfall while 
i promising that the days of "reflex tax and 
spend policies are over” to be replaced by 
the need to build a “new trust on tax”. Read- 
ing between the lines, this may take school 
teachers, policemen and some middle man- 
agers out of the top tax rate. 

But we will have to wail for Gordon 
Brown, the Labour manifesto and eco- 
nomic circumstances at the time to discover 
where trust ends and betrayal begins. 

For the 600 or so businessmen who made 
up Mr Blair’s audience yesterday that is an 
important consideration. HGs speech was 
designed for domestic consumption but it 
was also deveriy dressed up to reassure the 
international business community that 
Labour will not scare off inward investment. 

Pan of the package is to ensure that 
British tax levels are internationally com- 
petitive. At the moment they are. The UK's 
main cate of corporation tax is lower than 
all its mam European competitors and only 
higher than Norway and Sweden. 

But the tax rates businessmen look at most 
avidly when deciding whether to relocate 
abroad are the ones they will pay out of their 1 
own pockets. The UK's top marginal rate of 1 
tax, at 40 per cent, is substantially below that 
of Germany, France, Belgium and Italy as 
well as that of Japan, giving Labour the lee- 
way to raise the lop rate while stfll taking mil- 
lions of working people out of the highest 


tax bracket. That might appeal back home 
but whether it would tempt American and 
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BET bid leaves 
a nasty hangover 

T he most boring bid in recent memory is 
mercifully drawing to a dose, with Ren- 
lokfl looking like it will capture its prey. But 
the acquisition of BET will leave a nasty 
hangover in the shape of the combined 
£J00m-plus in fees Clive Thompson's share- 
holders will have to fork out. 

This raises wider questions about what 
value the City adds to the UK economy. The 
bidder naturally argues that its superior 
management will add value to BET and 
therefore, presumably, that the money is well 
spent in improving the performance of 
British industry. No doubt Peter Mason, the 
new chief executive of Amec, would use a 
similar case in defending the £4.1m his com- 
pany spent fending off Kvaerner Iasi year. 

But the size of these fees is reaching a level 
where they are flittin g fi nancial perfor- 
mance. In Rentokil-BET s case the fees 
would wipe out three-quarters of this year' s 
forecast profits. With privatisation issues 
diying up, the Q'ty is likely to lift its efforts 
to persuade companies to become more 
acquisitive to boost flagging incomes. But 
more gravy for the City could spell increased 
and unnecessary costs for British industry. 





Aerospatiale shift 
boosts hopes for 
reforms at Airbus 


Former Astor home turned luxury hotel floats to a premium on market debut 


MARY RAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

P lans for restructuring Airbus 
Industrie have taken a large step 
forward following public back- 
ing for the move try Aerospatiale 
of France, one of the four part- 
ners in the aircraft consortium. 
The shift in stance by the 
trench group comes as Edzard 
Reuter, chairman of Airbus 
and former chairman of Daim- 
ler Benz, prepares to report to 
the board on the ftiture shape 
of the European partnership. 

British Aerospace, which has 
20 per cent of Airbus, has been 
battling to turn tfae:plane- 
building organisation into a 
separately incorporated group 
instead of a partnership. The 
German government has come 
out in favour of reorganisation 
but the French have until re- 
cently opposed the change. 

In a surprise move, Louis 
Gallois, chairman of Aerospa- 
tiale, has oiled for an end to the 
system under which work on the 
aircraft is parcelled out to the 
consortium partners according 
to their shareholdings. 

Mr Gallois accepted that the 
move, which could go hand in 
hand with the transformation of 


Airbus into a public limited 
company, may mean Aerospa- 
tiale losing out to rivals in com- 
petitive tendering. In an 
interview earlier this week, he 
said that airlines need reassur- 
ance about the future of the Air- 
bus grouping and that this "is 
linked to the transformation of 
its status into a fully fledged 
company”. 

Mr Gallois stressed the need 
to react quickly to customers' 
demands but added that he 
does not think that the group 
can be transformed overnight 

Pressure to reform the struc- 
ture of Airbus has been mount- 
ing in recent weeks following' 
threats from the German gov- 
ernment to withhold subsidies 
for the development of the 
partnership’s next aircraft un- 
less it begins a reorganisation. 

Under the present arrange- 
ments, work is shared by mem- 
bers of Airbus - which in 
addition to BAe and Aerospa- 
tiale include Daimler Benz 
Aerospace and Cara of Spam - 
according to their participa- 
tion. This has been criticised by 
the UK and Germany as inef- 
ficient but until now France has 
resisted change. 

Britain and Germany have 


said they want Airbus turned into 
a conventional company with 
managerial freedom to make de- 
cisions about cost cuts without 
constantly referring back to the 
partners. The restructuring of 
Airbus could also allow the ex- 
pansion of the partnership to 
help fund the next generation of 
super-jumbo aircraft. 

BAe sources have dismissed 
press speculation that it would 
want an increase in its stake if 
Airbus is restructured. 

The Airbus plans to build the 
550-sea ter A3XX, could cost 
more than £5bn and the exist- 
ing partners are unlikely to be 
able to raise the capital. There 
is speculation that Airbus could 
embrace new partners from 
Asia and the Paafic Rim, where 
growth of airline orders is ex- 
pected to be strongest over the 
next 20 years. 

A recent survey of the airline 
market by Boeing estimated in- 
vestment of $l,100bn on about 
16,000 aircraft over the next 20 
years with the bulk of the de- 
mand coming from Asia -Pacif- 
ic. If Airbus becomes a 
separately incorporated com- 
pany it wul have more freedom 
to buy components from the 
most economic sources. 
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Cliveden, one of England's finest country houses 
and now a luxury hotel, ended its first day of 
trading yesterday at 85 p, up from its flotation 
price of 73p. The 376-acre estate in Berkshire 
was home to the Astor family in the 1930s, when 
it played host to the pro-appeasement lobby and 


in the 1960s the house again gained notoriety 
daring the Profamo scandal 
The house is now owned by two businessmen, 
John Lewis and John Hum, who made the Roy- 
al Crescent Hotel in Bath a success and have a 
number of similar projects planned. Beeson 


Gregory were brokers to the float The hotel 
made operating profits of £1.4m on sales of 
£6.4m to the end of October 1995. According to 
the prospectus, trading in the first 20 weeks of 
this year was “significantly ahead” of the same 
period last year. 


Daimler Benz slides 
to loss of £2.5bn 
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MARY FAGAN 

Currency losses and problems 
with its Dasa aerospace arm 
helped force Daimler Benz to 
a net loss of DM5. 7bn 
(£2.5bn) in 1995. 

However Manfred Gentz, 
^ chief financial officer, said 
* key businesses within the 
group Were well hedged 
against currency fluctuations 
into the near future. 

The group paid no dividend 
for the year and said it was too 
early to comment on any pay - 
_ out for 1996. . 

Juigeh Schrempp, chairman, 
said that Dasa, one of the 
four partners in the European 
Airbus consortium, should 

break even in 1997 after loss- 
es of more than DM4bn last 

year. . _ 

He said that restructuring 
measures to achieve the turn- 
around have been provided for 
in the 1995 accounts. 

Mercedes-Benz, the group s 
, r automotive unit, provided an 
upbeat tone at the annual 


meeting with projections of a 
5 per cent increase in sales this 
year, with profits at least equal 
to those in 1995. 

Last year Mercedes made a 
net DM2.275bn compared 
with DM1.849bn a year earli- 
er while sales rose to DM72bn 
from DM70.7bn in 1994. 

Currency market fluctua- 
tions reduced group net in- 
come by DM2.4bn. Daimler 
said currencies hurt net income 
by reducing the operating re- 
sults by DM1. 6bn while a fur- 
ther DM800m was shaved off 
to cover provisions for risks on 
its order books. - ■ 

The mark climbed much of 
last year against the dollar 
and other European 
currencies. 

A strong mark hurts Ger- 
man companies by reducing 
the amount of money they 
make on overseas business 
and by raising the price of their 
goods when they are denomi- 
nated in other currencies. 

Mr Gentz said Daimler’s 
car business in the US was 



N&P vote in favour of 
Abbey National bid 
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Jurgen Schrempp: Expects 
restructuring measures to 
. give break-even in 1997 


hedged at exchange rates 
above recent levels well into 
this year and in Europe into 
the autumn. 

He added that Dasa was 
hedged into 1997 and even 
1998 with futures contracts 
“clearly above” the current 
doll ar/m ark rate. 

Daimler said , group sales 
should grow this year by 5 to 
10 per cent on last year’s 
DM103 _55bn. 


Niccicum 

and KEN WELSBY 

National & Provincial, the 
seventb-laigest building society 
in the UK, finally agreed a 
£135bn takeover by Abbey Na- 
tional at an extraordinary meet- 
ing of its members yesterday. 

About 840,000 savers, more 
than 96 per cent of the total who 
voted at the AGM and in a 
postal ballot, agreed the 
takeover terms which will net 
them a minimum of £750 in cash 
or Abbey National shares, plus 
7 per cent of their balances. 

Borrowers, who will receive 
£500 worth of shares each, 
agreed the takeover terms by a 
majority of 233,000 to 10,000. 
A joint saver and borrower 
with a maximum deposit could 
gain up to £4.750 from the 
takeover. Payouts are expected 
to begin in late August 

Lord Shuttiewoith, chairman 
of N&P, said he was delighted 
at the high turnout of the 1.4 
million savers and borrowers. 


The society had approached 
more than 40 organisations be- 
fore deciding the Abbey Na- 
tional offer was in the best 
interests of its members. 

Alastair Lyons, the society’s 
chief executive, said Abbey Na- 
tional had given a commitment 
there would be no compulsory 
redundancies in the retail net- 
work in either organisation. 
The 1,400-strong workforce at 
N&P*s bead office in Bradford 
probably would be expanded 

However, closures of about 
130 Abbey National and N&P 
branches will take place as the 
merged organisation ratio- 
nalises down to a network 880- 
strong. 

The vote yesterday marls 
the latest stage in an £18bn- 
demutualisation fever that has 
seen virtually every leading 
building society, including Hal- 
ifax, Woolwich and Alliance & 
Leicester, announce plans to 
float on the Stock Exchange. 

Last week. Northern Rode 
announced its £lbn flotation 


plans. Bristol & West is ex- 
pected to follow suit next week. 

But Mr Lyons said N&P had 
not rushed to escape its mutu- 
ality: “It was a strategic move 
... to widen our customer base. 
The fact that has given rise Lo 
a move from mutuality is a con- 
sequence rather than a cause. 

“Our decision was based 
upon where we were in the mar- 
ket as a national name but 
[only] a medium-sized player.” 

The combined financial in- 
stitution wiD employ 23,000 and 
bave assets of about £113bn. 

Despite the high postal vote 
in favour, questioners at the 
500-strong EGM were over- 
whelmingly hostile to the bid 

Lord Monkswell, a Labour 
peer and N&P member, said the 
motion was one of “whether we 
turn ourselves into a bank and 
sell our accounts to another 
bank for a vast sum of money”. 
The takeover would be funded 
with an increase in interest rates 
paid by borrowers and a reduc- 
tion in interest rates to savers. 


In Brief 

• Bundesbank officials allowed hopes of a cut in German interest 
rates to rise yesterday. Hans Tietmeyer, president of the central 
bank, said: “There is no question of an interest rate rise in the 
forseeable future.” Chief economist Otmar Issing said surging 
growth in M3, the target money measure, did not imply any threat 
of inflation. The remarks came on the same day that figures showed 
a 2 per cent drop in the volume of retail sales in February. 

• Dowty, the aerospace company owned by TI group, has won a 
$40m contract to supply hydraulic systems on Raytheon aircraft 
for the US military. The order comes within months of a deri- 
sion by a New York court to throw out an action against another 
Dowty operation for alleged overcharging on labour and production 
costs on components supplied to the US Air Force. Tl said that 
the new contract and the alleged complaint are entirely unrelated. 


company Kvaerner about its 26.1 per cent shareholding m Amec 
and possible joint venture partnerships, Amec chief executive Peter 
Mason said. “Kvaerner has signalled its intention to sell its stake, 
but we don't know if it will be placed or sold on to another po- 
tential suitor.” Separately, Amec announced the purchase for an 
undisclosed sum of South West Infrastructure Maintenance, scab 
of the seven British Rail maintenance companies to be sold. 
Turnover of the company was over £100m last year, when it was 
profitable, Amec said. 

Investment column, page 18. 

• Scottish Amicable has launched Personal Equity Portfolio a new 
product which will combine the advantages of a PEP and a split- 
level investment trust and allow investors to put up to £50,000 
into a tax-free investment. Up to £6,000 will be invested in or- 
dinary shares in UK companies through a new split level trust, 
the Amicable Strategy Trust, and qualify as a PEP. The balance 
will be invested in warrants which will be converted into shares 
outside the PEP but all the income will be channelled through 
the PER After seven years the trust wiD be wound up and investors 
will receive back the higher of £50,000 or £44,000 mdexed to the 
retail price index. Minimum investment is £10,000. The initial 
charge is 4.9 per cent and the annual fee 1 per cent. 

• Some of America’s largest retailers revealed a mixed picture 
of US retail trends yesterday, ahead of today's Commerce De- 
partment retail figures which are expected to show a modest in- 
crease for March. Sears Merchandise Group reported comparable 
sales figures up 6.8 per cent in March this year compared to the 
same month in 1995. However KMart said its domestic like for 
like sales were flat while JC Penney reported a 1 per cent fall in 
March sales 

• Reflec, the printing inks group, is to seek a listing on the Al- 
ternative Investment Market. The Manchester-bared company 
is hoping lo raise £750,000 from the float which will value the 
group at £2.75 dl 

• Sophus Berendsen, the Danish majority owner of RentoltiL yes- 
terday announced more than doubled profits for 1995. The group 
said net profits after minorities soared to Si 65.3m in 1995, well 
above analysis forecasts. “Given stable exchange rates and eco- 
nomic conditions the group expects continued progress in 1996”, 
the group said. 


City thumbs-down for new House of Fraser boss 


NIGEL COPE 


House of Fraser, the belea- 
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that ousted its managing 
tor last month, moved quickly 
to fflUhe void yesterday wwn 
it named former Tfexas Home- 
■ care chief John Coleman as its 
new chief executive, 

. However, the choice disap- 
pointed the City, with anatyss 
. saying Mr Coleman was not tne 

“tiSldtter’ required to ad- 

dress House of Eraser’s diffi- 
culties. The shares dumped 
.14p to' J75p - below the l80p 
• iWKi mice when the company 


^ago-astfaedtyb^nto 
discount the possibility- of 
House of Eraser becoming a 
takeover target- . ' 

Some analysts said Mr Cole- 
man’s appointment appeared to 
strengthen the position of Brian 
McGowan, the group’ 8 non*, 
executive chairman, who 
pledged to stay on yesterday in 
mite of the company' s poor p er- 
under his StewardslnD. 


Robert Snaith, stores analyst 
at Socie'td G6nfrale Strauss 
■fluubulli said: “Worthy though 
John Coleman is, he isnottbe 
•big bitter* many were hoping 
for! It i&achain with a lot of di£ 
firjilties to out light and-if has ■ 


no genmne flagship store to 
carry it through the bad times.” 

Tbny Shiret, at said: 
^Ihe share price had moved up 
in anticipation of a bit more 
than ths. He will have his work 
cut out to five up to the expec- 
tations of the market” 

The share price rise had been 
fuelled bya iruxtnre of takeover 
speculation; and rumours that 
David Dworkm, the Am er ican 
retailer who led the revival of 
Storehouse, was in line for the 
top job.. 

r Mr McGowan defended the 


dKatofsayhg; that Mr Coleman 
was first choice. “No cne tamed 


me down. I probably saw eight 
people and John came out as 
easily the best. He was also 
available immediately.” 

Mr Coleman, 43, will he paid 
a salary of £300,000 phis a per- 
formance-related bonus. He 
' wiB also be eligible forshare op- 
tions worth four times the lewl 
of his salary and has a one-year 
rolling contract He takes over 
from Andrew Jennings, who was 
ousted from the managing di- 
rector’s position last month af- 
ter a series of profits warnings. 

Mr Coleman said he was 
looking forward to the challenge 
of turning round one of the 
worst-pe rtorming retailers on 


the stock market “Obviously 
I'm very excited. Of course 
there are problems but the 
brands are strong and so is the 
team here." 

He declined to be drawn on 
strategy but said he would be 
conducting an immediate review 
when he joins the company on 
29 April. 

Mr Coleman has been keen 
to retun) to the high street 
since his departure from Texas 
Homecare, following its 
takeover by Sainsbury last year. 
He joined forces with the Bany 
Dale consortium that tried un- 
successfully to take over Lit- 
liewoods earlier this year. 



Hot seat John Coleman 
will earn £300,000 a year 
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Question of confidence at Amec 


The recent share price performance of 
Amec, the contracting group, has so fer 
easily justified the shareholders’ deci- 
sion to reject last year’s £360m bid from 
the Norwegian group Kvaerner. The 
share price, up 3p at IlOp yesterday, 
is now well dear of the lOOp a share 
offered by Kvaerner. But it remains an 
Open question whether the markef s ap- 
parent confidence in the group is re- 
lated to future trading prospects or 
speculation about the ftiture home of 
Kvaeraer’s residual 26 per cent stake 
in Amec. 

Yesterday’s results for the year to De- 
cember, showing flat profits of £2Qm 
before the £4.Lm bid defence costs, win 
give confidence to the many share- 
holders who argued that Amec’s future 
is rosy as it recovers from the bottom 
of the construction cycle. Stripping out 
the £8.1m cost of preparing claims 
against Agjp, the client on the troubled 
Tiffany oil platform contract, operat- 
ing profits jumped from £29.4m to 
£40.9m last year. 

Barring the Tifiany-related loss at the 
Newcastle offshore construction op- 
eration, all the businesses were ahead 
last year. Profits more than doubled to 
£H.9m in the construction dmsiaa add 
credibility to Amec's claims that the in- 
creasing proportion of design-and- 
bufld contracts in its portfolio adds 
value to the business. Competition for 
this type of business is less - typically 
four bidders instead of the usual 10, says 
Amec - fees tend to be higher and there 
is more flexibility in charging. 

Elsewhere, the small Fairclough 
Homes division did well to turn loss- 
es of £L8m into profits of £2.6m last 
year, in line with others in the sector, 
Amec is experiencing a sharp upturn 
in the market in 1996, with 13 per cent 
ahead this year. Anticipating the out- 
come of the “root and branch” review 
of the group currently being under- 
taken, new chief executive Peter Ma- 
son yesterday emphatically ruled out 
a sale of the housing business. 

Mr Mason is confident that 1996 will 
be a “noticeably’’ better year than 199S. 
The group will be without the millstone 
of the Tiffany contract, order books are 
at record levels in many areas and mar- 
gins are expected to improve as more 
profitable work taken on recently 
comes through to the figures. 

But risks abound. Despite Mr Ma- 
son's confidence, competition contin- 
ues lo be intense in areas like structural 
steelwork and even design and build is 
not immune from margin pressures. It 
is not clear that Amec has the balance- 
sheet strength to compete effectively 
in the Government's private finance ini- 
tiative against better-placed rivals like 
Laing and Tarmac. Meanwhile, its 
homes business is too small, but the 
write-off on a sale would probabfy wipe 
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out shareholders’ loads. Profits of £3 3m 

tfre^mSlipltfof 17, is still a meagnFre- 
tum on sales of £25bo. The limited 
prospect of a bid is the only reason for 
holding the shares. 


Little substance 
at Nurdin 


For an ungl amorous cash-and-carry op- 
erator, Nurdin & Peacock has been the 
subject of a good deal of attention of late 
- most of it takeover talk. This has been 
good news for the share price, which has 
risen sharply this year since a February 
profits warning. Sadly, for investors, noth- 
ing seems to have materialised. 

Booker, the rival food and cash and 
cany group most recently tipped as a 
predator, played down bid rumours last 
month. 

77ie other possibility is SHV Makro, 
the Dutch group, which holds 14 per cent 
of Nur din’s stock and is now free to in- 
crease its stake. AH is quiet here too and 
after management changes at Makro, the 
two no longer speak to each other. 

The other block is the Peacock fam- 
ily which controls 30 per cent of the eq- 


uity and is showing no signs of selling. 
All this leaves the share price reliant on 
the performance of Nur din’s core cash- 
and-carry business, which is barely 
treading water in a shrinking market 
dominated by large competitors. 

Pre-tax profits of £19. 6m were in line 
with February’s warning but the oper- 
ating figure of £24 -5m is still lower than 
last year. Like-fbr-like sales were up by 
4 per cent last year, but this year is prov- 
ing tougfier with the sales uplift slowing 
to 2 per cent in the three months since 
the year-end. 

While NunEn will continue to mop up 
smaller cash-and-carry operators, it £s 
pinning much of its hopes on building 
its delivery business, servicing indepen- 
dent retailers and comer shops. 

The margins are better - about 4 per 
cent compared with less than 2 per cent 
m the core business - but the key to suc- 
cess is building sufficient economies of 
scale. 

Nurdin is looking to grab 10 per cent 
of the delivery market - equivalent to 
£350m of sales - within the next few 
years. Hence yesterday's £400,000 pur- 
chase of Thompson 'Wholesale Foods, 
a Manchester-based delivery group. 

More deals like this are needed to help 
shrug off an unhelpful sales mix in the 
core business, which is skewed towards 


glance 


Mari® value: £374m, share price 11 Op 
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Acquisition gives a boost to 
Rathbone profits and payout 


lower margin orders of tobacco, wines 
and spirits. The belated introduction 
of electronic stock ordering systems 
should also help but may not be 
enough. 

With analysts expecting profits of 
£24 .5m this year and with the shares 
lp higher at 175p yesterday, Nurdin is 
on a forward rating of 13. With bid 
hopes receding, the shares look set for 
a period of drift. 

BP warms to 
higher oil prices 

British Petroleum’s annual meeting 
statement yesterday that it intends to 
raise its profits by a half over the next 
five years is welcome news for share- 
holders. It largely confirmed the 
strategic plans outlined to analysts last 
month, bnt with news of higher oil 
prices gave an added boost to sentiment 
and the shares added 55p to 5915 p. 

The earnings target translates into 
8 per cent year-on-year growth or an- 
other $15bn on the bottom line, some- 
thing shareholders wiD share in directly 
through the group’s dividend policy. 
John Browne, BP chief executive, said 
the guideline now was to pay out half 
underlying earnings to shareholders. 
He has already hinted there could be 
special payouts or share buy-backs if 
the earnings target is exceeded. 

Add in plans to keep debt to below 
$8bn and to grow capital expenditure 
to dose to $6bn and BP has presented 
a dream scenario to investors. But as 
Mr Browne admitted, around 80 per 
cent of the improvement in the past 
three years has come from cost-cutting 
and in the future the group must put 
more emphasis on growth. His target 
is for over half the uplift in performance 
to come through top-line expansion. 

Since 1992, BP has led the industry 
in selling off peripheral assets and 
improving the focus of its capita] ex- 
penditure. Its decision to merge its Eu- 
ropean refining and marketing with 
Mobil shows there is stiQ scope for fur- 
ther innovation on this front 

But it remains to be seen whether 
it can achi eve the same returns from 
genuine growth. Traditionally reliant 
on mature fields in the North Sea and 
Alaska, BPis confident it can raise pro- 
duction by up to5 per cent a year and 
stifi more than replace reserves into the 
next century. That is a heroic as- 
sumption, even with new discoveries. 

Assuming net income of £25bn this 
year, the shares stand on a forward rat- 
ing of 14. That looks fair value, par- 
ticularly since, despite their recent 
outpenormance. the shares have just 
caught up with Shell on a five-year view. 






City Diary 


John Willcocx 


What do you get up to when 
you’re on the phone? With 
the advent of the mobile 
phone obviously the question 
is more interesting than it 
used to be. 

According to a survey by 
TOT (now part of Lloyds 
Bank) into phone shopping, 
nearly hal f (49.1 per cent) eat 
or cook while on the phone. 
Almost one in four smokes 
(235 per cent) and one in 
five works (18.6 percent). 
About the same number .(275 
per cent) “doodle or watch 
TV." 

Communications psycholo- 
gist Guy Fielding warns that 
this means many people are 
not getting the best out of 
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COMPANY RESULTS 


group of psychiatric hospitals 


NIGEL COPE 

Rathbone Brothers, the pri- 
, vate banking and asset man- 
<■ agement group, recorded a 
sharp increase in profits, boost- 
ed by last year’s acquisition of 
Laurence Keen, the investment 
.manager and stockbroker. 

Announcing a 20 per cent rise 
in pre-tax profits to £7.4m for 
1995, Oliver Stanley, chairman, 
1 said the group was still on the 
look-out for further deals but 
would not diversify from its core 
- activities. 

) Mr Stanley said he was 


pleased with the performance 
of Laurence Keen, which Rath- 
bone acquired last March for 
£10m in shares. 

The existing investment man- 
agement departments in Lon- 
don and Liverpool are still 
expanding and, following the 
Laurence Keen deal. Rath- 
bones has £2bn of funds under 
management Both the trust and 
advisory department enjoyed 
good years, with significant in- 
creases in business. 

Mr Stanley said that with 
much of the trust department's 
revenue earnings and operating 


expenses in Swiss francs, the 
group was helped and hindered 
by the currency’s strength. 

Group turnover rose from 
£18m to £28m. Earnings per 
share rose from 21p to 213p 
and the final dividend was in- 
creased from 9p to lOp. 

Rathbone was established in 
1742 to manage the fortunes of 
the Liverpool Rathbone family, 
which made its fortunes in tim- 
ber and ships. It has expanded 
into the management of private 
client money since it merged 
with Combined Financial Ser- 
vices in 1988. 


NIC CfCUTTl 

Mercury Development Capital, 
the venture capital arm of Mer- 
cury Asset Management, has of- 
fered to buy Priory Hospitals 
Group, a private UK-based psy- 
chiatric group, from its US 
owners for £93m. 

The proposed deal for the 
group is subject to Mercury car- 
rying out due diligence checks 
on the business. MDC said yes- 
terday that the intended pur- 
chase would allow it to invest in 
a developing business with an 
excellent performance record. 


Ian Amritage, a director at 
MDC, said; “We are hoping to 
develop the group. It is too soon 
to talk about expansion or ac- 
quisition. In tins area, these 
thing; happen on the basis of in- 
cremental leaps, such as a new 
unit being built." 

Priory Hospitals Group has 
been, owned by Community 
Psychiatric Centerscor, based in 
Las Vegas, for about 10 years. 
It has a number of small hos- 
pitals around the country, to- 
gether with dialyas, forensic and 
child care units. 

The development of a private 


psychiatric unitin Britain has al- 
lowed the US operation to 
compete for referrals from a 
variety of sources, including 
insurers, GPs and the NHS. 

CPC said yesterday that the 
sale valued each bed at almost 
£130,000. The price is, howev- 
er, less than is normally paid for 
beds in private hospitals treat- 
ing the physically ill, who gen- 
erate more revenue through a 
greater use of medical services 
and supplies. 

Mercury Development Cap- 
ital is the private equity arm of 
MAM. 
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2 for 1 Lufthansa flights with 



.INDEPENDENT 


131 destinations worldwide 








T ake off for a spring break 
with The Independent’s 
great value 2 for 1 flig ht 
deal. We've got together with 
Lufthansa, the award-winning Ger- 
man airline renowned for its warm 
and friendly service, reliability and 
quality, to give readers a superb 
deal on flights to 131 destinations 
from the Lufthansa global net- 
work, with departures from Lon- 
don, Birmingham, Manchester and 
Glasgow. 

You can choose from a range of 
destinations throughout Europe, Madrid 
Asia and the Pacific, North and 
South America, Africa and the 
Middle East. 

There are some superb prices available, with no in- 
crease in price if you are travelling from one of 
Lufthansa’s regional airports. 

Many flights require a transfer on route to the cho- 
sen destination, but Lufthansa make it easy, with most 
connections taking around 45 minutes in Frankfurt and 
35 minutes in Munich. 

You must spend a minimum of three nights in Eu- 
ropean, and five nights in Intercontinental destinations. 

HOW TO QUALIFY 

• Simply collect four differently numbered tokens from 
the seven we will be publishing until Saturday 13 ApriL 
Today we are printing Token 6. 

■ Complete the application form printed in yesterday’s 
paper. Attach your tokens and send to: Indepen- 
dent/Lufthansa Offer, Fenton Why, Basfldon, Essex SS15 
6SL, to arrive no later than 30 April 1996- 
• Within 14 days, you will receive an information pack. 


Lufthansa 


I It will contain your 2 for 1 flight 
voucher, a booking request form, 
booking conditions and flight 
schedule information. There will 
also be details of a special offer on 
Budget Rent-a-car, only avail- 
able to our readers. 

HOWTO BOOK 

■ Decide upon your 2 for 1 de- 
parture airport, destination and 
dates of travel. F31 out the book- 
ing request form in your infor- 
mation pack. Then post or fax 
your completed booking request 
form to Traflfmdexs (ABTA 69701 
and VQ989), pur appointed book- 
ing agent. You will find full details of their address and 
fax numbers in your fulfilment pack. No bookings or 
flight options can be made by phone. 

* Trailfifideiswill process your request and confirm if 
your favoured option is available, in which case Hail- 
finders will reserve your flights. You will then have 5 
working' days to pay for your flights in full and to sur- 
render ytiirf 2 for 1 voucher. Final payment can be made 
by cheque or major credit card. 

* If your favoured optioa is unavailable Irailfinders will 
try to suggest an alternative. All bookings must be made 
at least 7 working days before your first departure date 
to ensure ticket delivery. Flight tickets will be issued only 
afterpayment and surrenderrfyour2fbrl voucher. There 
is no facility to provide tickets at the departure airport. 

* All travel must start no earlier than 22nd April 1996 
and no later than 30th June 19%. All travel must be 
completed by 31st July 1996. 

* If you haye ady queries regarding this offer, please call 
the promotion enquiries helpline on 0345 252252 between 
9am and 5pm inducting weekends and public holidays. 

* Terms and conditions are as previously published. 



EXPLORE THE WORLD, DISCOVER LUFTHANSA 13 I destinations 


to choose from 


WESTON EUROPE! Ankara, Antalya. 
Adwm.BarcaJona.aade. Sotegna. Copen- 
hagen. Faro. Horanee. Geneva, Genoa. 
Gothenburg, Graz. KefeJnld, Herakfion, 
Istanbul. Izmir. Linz. Lisbon, Lyon, Madrid, 
Malaga, ManeAe, Milan (Lera), Mian 
(Malpensa), Naples, Nice. OINa. Oslo, Pisa. 
Rome, Ronne. Stockholm. ThessaJonlka. 
Tbufawe, Twin, Venice, Vienna. Zurich. 


EASTERN EUROPE: Alraay. Ashfcabad, 
Saku. Belgrade, Sudtaresc. Budapest; 0ea~ 
terlnburg. Karowfce, Kiev. Mtek, Moscow, 
hfizhnly Novgorod. Novosibirsk, Odessa. 
Prague. Riga. Samara. Sofia. St Petersburg, 
TaJfcw, Tashkent Tirana. VBniw, Warsaw, 
Zbgrab. 

AflAMCnC; Bangkok. Bap* Bombay. 
Delhi. Den Pasar. Ho CM MlnhOqt Hong 


Koq&Jalorn, KsatH, Katmandu, Kiab 
tianpur, Madras, htonfia. Nagoya, Osaka. 
SeouL ShangaL Singapore, Taipei, Tokyo. 

AHUCAA4DDIEEASR Abu DhabL Accra. 
Ad* Ababe. AleancM*. Ann, Brfaam. 
Cako. Cape Town, Casabbnea. Damans*. 
D*aL Harare, Jeddah, joJnmedxirg, Kherw. 
town, Kuwdt Lagos. Unas, Nairobi. Riyadh. 
Sanaa. Tehran, TM Aviv, TWs, Wkxftoek. . . 


NORTH AMBUCA: Adams. Boston. 

Otago, DaBas, Houston. Los Angela, 
Mtonl. New York JFK. Newark. San Fran-' ■ 
thco, Toronto, Vancouver. 'Afahirgton. 

SOUTH AMSUCAt Bogota, Buenos 
^•s. Caracas. Lima. Mexico Oty.Quto. Rio 
de^neiro, Switiago, Sao Pluto. ‘ 


Example 


Destinations 


The flight prices shown 
are the cost 

fndependantflndupendent 
on Sunday readers wifl pay 
for two ticket s using this 
offer. 


EUROPE: 


Rome 

Stockholm 

faro 

Vienna 

Copenhagen 

Nice 


EASTERN EUROPE: 

Bucharest 
Prague 
Budapest 
St Petersburg 

ASIA/PACIFIC: 


Bangkok 

Delhi 

Kuala Lumpar 
Bombay 
Hong Kong 
Singapore 
Tokyo 


£1,139 


SOUTH AMERICA: 

Buenos Aires £1,159 

Caracas £869 

Mexico City £729 

Rio de Janeiro f_l t Q 5 g 

aitoca/midple EAST: 

Johannesburg £939 

Cape Town £979 
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Micro Focus adds excitement to a lacklustre session 


: SEAQVWUME 

v 889 . ini shares, 

-?> ;31,582'Jiargains 

fcGiltsHliaejt: 

-2.44 1 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 
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Micro Focus, one of the slock 
market's most volatile shares, 
defied a lacklustre atmos- 
phere to score a 120p advance 
to 853p, highest for six 
mon ths , 

Behind the surge were 
stones of a US takeover bid 
winch at least enjoyed Che 
distinction of being support- 
ed by American buying. 

It was said Wcnhiem 
Schroder, the US investment 
house related to Schraders, 
the London securities group, 
waspursuing Micro shares. 

Inis week Micro has surged 
I73p as the stories of US 
action gathered strength. The 
published turnover has not 
been extensive but for a 
heavyweight share there has 
been considerable activity. 

A takeover bid for the soft- 
ware house would be a cause 
for jubilation for longstanding 
Micro shareholders. They 
have had an erratic ride since 
the shares arrived in the ear- 


ly 1980s. After a bright start 
the company ran into diffi- 
culties and it was not until 
1989 that the shares really 
picked up steam. Four years 
ago they topped £30 but as 
profits slumped fell away. 

Last month the group, cre- 
ated by chairman Brian 
Reynolds, suffered the indig- 
nity of a £6 dm loss but man- 
aged to assure the market 
that it was getting to grips with 
its problems. 

The rest of the market had 
an uneasy session with New 
York's continuing weakness 
and the possibility of yet an- 
other Government by-elcc- 
tion defeat having a 
deadening influence. 

The FT-SE 100 index suc- 
cumbed 23.2 points to 3,744.2 
but the supporting FT-SE 250 
index again succeeded in 
patting its more illustrious 
indicator to shame by scoring 
another record high, up 3.4 to 
4390.5. 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


British Petroleum, with the 
crude price even stronger, re- 
mained in demand, hitting 
S913p with a 5.5p gain. 

British Steel, however, fell 
3p to 190.5p with SGB ^lt- 
burg downgrading and send- 
ing out a sell signal. RTZ, on 
firmer metal prices and posi- 
tive comments from Lehman 
Brothers, improved 15p to 
973p. 

Amstrad. the electric 
group, had a difficult session, 
losing 6p to 172p but Sage, the 
computer group, made further 
headway, up 4p to 41Sp. 

Manchester Utd scored a 
22p gain to a 346p peak as 
Merrill Lynch made positive 
noises and Cliveden, the up- 


market hotel group, made a 
solid debut, closing at 86p 
from a 73p placing. 

The arrival of Texas Home- 
care man John Coleman as 
chief executive of the strug- 
gling House of Fraser stores 
chain was greeted with 14p 
slide to 175p on the theory the 
hoped for take over bid would, 
at least, be delayed. 

WH Smith climbed a fur- 
ther 8p to 484p on disposal 
hopes and attempts to put for- 
ward Sears as a takeover can- 
didate soon petered out, 
leaving the shares 13p down 
at 98p. 

Matthew Clark, the drinks 
group which has emerged as 
the UK's second largest rider 


maker, edged forward 6_5p to 
744_5p as Credit Lyonnais 
Laing said it was a ■‘superior 
cash generator". Profits for the 
year ending this month are 
likely to be £25.5m with 
£82. 9m seen for 1988. 

Building and related shares 
continued to draw strength 
from the mortgage war and 
waters were buoyed by the 
government sales. Paper and 
packaging was ruffled by the 
cautious comments from Jef- 
ferson Smurfit. Rentokirs 
higher offer for BET i 
its shares 13p to 350p; 
was a shade firmer at 208.25! 

Mentmore Abbey return 
at 8p against the 63p valua- 
tion for the pen group’s 
£24_5m takeover of Abbey, a 
storage group. Corporate Ser- 
vices held at 141p; its cash call 
to help the £47 -8m takeover of 
the Blue Arrow recruitment 
chain received a 91 per cent 
take up. 

B Elliott, once a leading 


3 


machine tool group, now a 
niche engineer, put on 5p to 
83p as NatWest Securities 
said it was about to rejoin the 
mainstream engineering sec- 
tor and said buy. 

Zoiefoams, the chemical 
group hit by destocking, held 
at 268p; ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett forecast a modest 
profit advance to £7_5m this 
year with £9.6m next. 

MuItiMedia shaded lp to 
84p. Meglomedia, the media 
group beaded by Maurice 
sqatfjri, has taken a 10 per cent 
stake. The shares come from 
Monaco-based 1960's whiz kid 
David Rowland whose Xnoco 
property group retains 15.66 
per cent. Mr Rowland has ac- 
cepted Meglomedia shares in 
exchange and has a 6.41 per 
cent interest. 

Aegis, the media buyer, 
rose 3.25p to 53.5p on bid talks 
and Sentry Fhnning continued 
to enjoy its results, up 33p to 
251p. 


TAKING STOCK 


□ Friendly Hotels, with 23 

properties, a seven-strong 
Joint venture with British 
Land and London’s Con- 
naught Rooms banqueting 
centre, is being transformed. 
Nigel Hicks at stockbroker 
Faumure Gordon is looking 

for profits of £5J>m this year 
(against £33m) and £73m 
next 

He points out that new 
ma nagement Is to be in- 
stalled, a US group is pump- 
ing m £ 12 m and could take a 
si gnifican t minority stake 
and the loss-making Serviced 
Offices division will be sold 
for £12m. The shares held at 
145 p against a 12-month high 
of 162p. 

□ Wiggins, the property de- 
veloper which more than dou- 
bled half-year profits to 
£366,000, is rumoured to 
have a s ignificant properly 
deal in its sights. The shares 
shaded to 635p. 
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Breweries, Pites & Rest 
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business 


Big corporate pay rises arm 



D ay after day, Gordon Brown, 
the shadow chancellor, is 
being handed juicy political 
windfalls by Britain's top companies. 
A succession of recent annual reports 
has listed large pay rises for direc- 
tors amounting to 10, 20 or 30 times 
the rate of inflation. 

It is early in the annual reports sea- 
son to be sure of what is happening 
in the corporate undergrowth. Most 
of the reports published so far have 
been for companies with December 
year-ends, and directors' pay for 
those with March year-ends wfll not 
be visible until late spring. 

But if the news so far is any indi- 
cation of what is in store during the 
rest of the spring and summer, the 
Government ought to be seriously 
concerned at the potential impact as 
the election approaches. If this first 
batch of reports is in any way typi- 
cal, 1995 will be another year of head- 
lines about enormous pay rises at the 
top of corporate Britain as work- 
forces are slashed and find their earn- 
ings increases kept at or below the 
inflation rate. It will be a gift for Mr 



INDUSTRY VIEW 
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Brown's speechwriters. Even a rel- 
atively modest increase, such as the 
II per cent awarded to Martin Tay- 
lor, chief executive of Barclays, did 
not go down well with staff unions 
which were disputing a 4.5 pay of- 
fer and who had just been tola of an- 
other thousand redundancies. 

And Sir Ronald Hampel, the 
chairman of the new committee on 
corporate governance, whose agenda 
includes reviewing the work of the 
Greenbuiy Committee on top pay, 
succeeded in muddying the waters 
still further when he took home 42 
per cent more last year. 

To be fair to him. his basic pay and 
bonus were down and be had 
changed jobs inside the company. 
But with timing that should have 
made the company's remuneration 


committee blush, a £425,000 long- 
term performance bonus brought Ins 
total take-home pay to £863,000. 

There has been a rather similar 
trend in the United States as the 
presidential election approaches, so 
British business cannot be accused 
of being alone with its political 
blinkers. Business Week recently 
listed a series of pay increases at the 
tap that it forecast would prove a gift 
to critics of big business on the US 
presidential election campaign trail. 
Average chief executive pay at large 
companies rose 23 per cent to 
$4.37m in 1995. 

Ronald Compton, of Aetna Ufe 
& Casualty, was paid 485 per cent 
more at S6.64m. though its shares 
rose 47 per cent last year; Richard 
Fisher of Morgan Stanley earned 31S 


Last merit increase 


...the bandwagon rolls on 


nurotwtf firedws 
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% change 
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Name 

Position 

Company 

Pay 

Increase % 

David Barnes 

chief executive 

Zeneca 

£651,000 

50% 

Derek Wan less 

chief executive 

NatWest 

£594,000 

19% 

Sir Ronald Hampel 

chairman 

ICI 

£836,000 

42% 

Richard Gamble 

chief executive 

Royal Insurance 

£430.000 

19% 

John Carter 

chief executive 

Commercial Union 

£468,000 

26% 

Mike Pink 

chief executive 

Enterprise Oil 

£290,000 

81% 

Max Hastings 

former director 

Telegraph 

£533,000 

65% 

Stephen Maran 

chief executive 

Lloyds Abbey Life 

£372,000 

78% 

Keith Bradshaw 

chairman 

Takare 

£201,000 

28% 

Pension top ops 

Sir Michael Perry 

chairman 

UnBever 

£1.96 million 


Sir Colin Chandler 

chief executive 

Victors 

£t.2mil(tan 


Handshake 

two directors 

British Gas 

£545.000 



per cent more at 511.93m, as the 
shares rose 36.7 per cenL 

In the US, high rewards are not 
regarded with quite the distaste 
they are in Britain, as long as they 
are' accompanied by high perfor- 
mance. But Business Week concluded 
that another provocative pay season 
was beginning “just as the presi- 
dential election campaign is shifting 
into high gear. Not exactly the best 
time for the nation’s CEOs to take 
the monev and run**. 

So will John Major be presented, 
as the UK election approaches., with 
a re-run of the scandal that resulted 
from the last British executive pay 
round, ini 994? There are some dif- 
ferences. The rows over 1994 earn- 
ings resulted from the greed of 
directors of some privatised utilities. 
which overshadowed the rest of the 
private sector. 

The utilities affair led to the 
Greenbuiy Committee, ostensibly at 
the instigation of the CBI. In fact, 
Michael Heseltine. then President of 
the Board of Trade, had privately 
urged employ ers to set up the com- 
mittee to take the pressure out of a 
difficult situation in the Commons. 

In 1995, pay awards at the utili- 
ties probably did moderate. Some of 
the electricity companies dropped or 
modified their share option schemes. 
British Gas directors as a group 
earned 47 per cent more, but largely 
because of golden handshakes and 



Bad timing: Sir Ronald Hempefs big rise fanned the flames 


hellos for departing and arriving di 
Cedric Brown, the retiriru 


rectors. Cedric Brown, the retiring 
chief executive who was paid 75 per 
cent more in 1994, took a small pay 
cut in 1995.and the salary of Richard 
Giordano, the chairman, was static. 

But the picture for 1995 may not 
look so good - or bad, depending on 
yourpoinL of view- -when all the fig- 
ures are out, because many private 


sector companies turned in good 
profits and dividend increases last 
year. The FT-SE 100 rose by a fifth. 

The increases in the table (right ) 
are taken from a random selection 
of large company annual reports 
among the many that have been sent 
to this office in the last few weeks. 

As a statistical sample, they are al- 
most meaningless, of course. Mea- 
surement of directors' pay is full of 
pitfalls and. when it comes' to the de- 
tail companies can neariy ahrays find 


special circumstances to justify un- 
usual increases - perhaps the ma- 
turing of a long-term performance 
scheme or a one-off contractual 
obligation to top up a pension re- 
sulting from the government cap on 
tax relief. 

Within a boardroom, pay way go 
both up and down at the same time, 
as NatWest showed in 1995 when 
Derek Wan] ess, the chief executive, 
earned 19 percent more but his high- 
est paid director, John Tugwell took 


a 24 per cent cut from £l.46m to 
£1.1 2m. And there may be genuine 
market pressure on executive pay. 

The 50 per cent increase to 
£651,000 ofDavid Barnes at Zeneca 
leaves him still far below the £l.Sm 
of Jan Lescfafy at SmithKline 
Beecham andthe£2.4mSff Richard 
Sykes earned at Glaxo in the IS 
months to December. 

Indeed, tfyc -public perception 
that British boardrooms. had 

their snouts in (be trough in 1994 
turned out tobemotear&ngwhen de- 
tailed surveys by actuaries and ac- 
countants were published Iasi 
autumn. The average increase was 
slightly down on 1993: . 

As fiie chart of merit increases for 
directors in 1994 stows, most were 
in fact quite restraioed.Tibe toes that 
grab the headlines, with increases 
above 15 per cent, area snail frac- 
tion of the total, though it does not 
take many of them to create apo- 
litical embarrassment. 

There were some signs of common 
sense. In 1995 British Aerospace di- 
rectors took a 3 per cent rise after 
nearly doubling profils. In line with 
the Greenbuiy Report recommen- 
dations, they were gjvcn a new lon£ 
term incentive scheme. 

These have (he advantage of be- 
ing linked more closely to perfor- 
mance than bonuses and share 
options. But they are also deferred 
pay, restraining present increases in 
return for potentially bigger re- 
wards later. Even if 1995 turns out 
to be more restrained than the first 
results suggest, the pay bandwagon 
will roll on for many more years yet. 

That must make the highest paid 
a tempting tax target for a Labour 
Chancellor. Directors who cannot ex- 
ercise restraint will have only them- 
selves to blame. 


Foreign Exchange Rates 


Sterling 

Country 

Spot 

1 month 

3 month* 

Dollar 

Spot 

1 month 

3 month* 

D-Mark 

Spot 

US 

15137 

7-5 

19-16 

-moo 

— 

— ■ 

08661 

Canada 

20528 

n-3 

50-37 

13562 

2-1 

3-0 1 

09034 

Garmarty 

22725 

5548 

157- K7 

15013 

28-26 

00-76 , 

10000 

franca 

7720 

W0-TI8 

371-340 1 

£1012 

64-57 

164-154 | 

33979 

Italy 

2371.1 

7590 

221-246 

15684 

57-64 

170- 'BZ 1 

104488 

Japan 

16422 

75-70 

225-218 1 

10849 

4544 

136-03 1 

722640 

ECU 

12155 

ts-n 

4540 

12454 

7-8 

23-25 

05348 

Belgium 

46673 

12-9 

34-29 

30334 

5848 

172-14.7 

205382 

Denmark 

67719 

138-95 

411-317 

£7950 

6040 

175-125 

3860Q 

Nathertinas 

25384 

83-54 

09-175 

16789 

32-29 

98-91 

tm 

Ireland 

09677 

9-5 

25-20 

15643 

06 

6-10 

04258 

Norway 

98240 

116-64 

329-233 

64901 

42-17 

11060 

43230 

Spar 

19026 

3948 

117-134 

2569 

32-36 

97-105 

837208 

Sweden 

tU32 

9-15 

23-34 

£7068 

96-123 

260-310 

44673 

Switzerland 

18434 

68-60 

07-05 

12T7B 

38-35 

tH-105 

08112 

Australia* 

19)79 

20-31 

67-85 

12669 

19-21 

54-56 

08439 

Hong Kong 

11705 

OT -61 

224-170 

7.7327 

2-12 

035 

£1507 

Malaysia 

38035 

0-0 

00 

2307 

4-14 

6060 

18737 

New Zealand" 

'22368 

43-57 

133-156 

14775 

30-32 

88-90 

09842 

SauS Arabia 

56772 

0-0 

on 

3J505 

2*7 

9-14 

24982 

Singapore 

21309 

OO 

0-0 

1 14078 

41-30 

10368 

09377 


Other Spot Rates 


Country 

Sterling 

Dollar 

Country 

Storing 

DoOar 

Argentina 

15128 

09992 

Nigeria 

128419 

835000 

Austria 

159810 

65576 

Oman 

05829 

03 850 
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15019 
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China 
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Panward rates quoted high to tow are at a discount subtract from spot rate 
rare quoted low to High are at a premium; add to spot rate 

* Deter rates quoted as reciprocals. 

Far the tost toraigi exchange rates cal 0881 123 3033. 

Cals cost 36p per minute (cheap ram] 48p other taws. 
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Gales Cavalier blows 
away Viking Flagship 




RICHARD EDMONDSON 

reports from Cheltenham 


They ..had prepared the garlands 
here yesterday but they forgot 
to send out the scripts. Chel- 
tenham's prestige races both 
went to the spear carriers as the 
coronations for both Viking 
Flagship and Mole Board had 
to be cancelled. 

Viking Flagship was a con- 
testant in a race which seemed 
to be the product of a round of 
Chinese whispers, the Faucets 
For Mira Rada Showers Silver 
Trophy Chase. Victory here 
would have made him only the 
second British-trained jumps 
horse, following Desert Or- 
chid, to earn over £500,000 in 
prize money. 

This milestone seemed an in- 
evitability for much of the jour- 
&fcy as Viking Flagship travelled 
sweetly in behind the pathfind- 
er, Gales Cavalier. At the final 
obstacle all that remained was 
for the nine-year-old to unfurl 
his trademark bravery and bat- 


RESULTS 


CHELTENHAM 

3-55: 3. FIVE TO SEVEN |? Cottony) 
9-2: 2. Rhossffl Bay 8-1; 3. Mr PmsMmt 
3-1 lav. 9 ran. ID. 3. (C Thornton, Midtfte- 
haml. Tote: £6M>. £200. £ia0. £1.90. DR 
£3030. CSfi £36.02. Trcast £112Jj& Tria 
£2050 

230:1. HOPS AND POPS (RDutwoocM 
5-1: 2. Mole Board 9-4; 3. Boro Ebfrt 
7-4 tev. 4 ran. Hd, 3. (R Abler, Btandfard Fo- 
iun). Tote: £S-30. DF: £530. CSFi £14.40 
3-05: 3. SALES CAVALIER (M Dwyer) 
7-1; 2. VBdug FtaflaNp 4-9 fav; 3. Ttm- 
do 11-4. 3 ran. 3 /«, tksL (D Gandoifo. Wan- 
tage). Tote £4.80. DF: £1.90. CSF: £1030 
3-40: 1. MISS OPTBOST (R Johnson) 
9-1; 2. Army's Cross 9-1; a. Flying Gra- 
ner 20-1. 10 ran. 5-2 to Tara fantoer (flth). 
3. IVa ID Nicholson. Temple Guitmg). Tote: 
£12.40; £2.80. £2-10, £330. DF: £6230. 
CSF; £79.02. Tneast: £1,441.63. Trio: 
£195.00. 

405: 1. PROUD SIM (M A Fitzgerald) 
7-2; 2. Lb matte 8-1; 3. General Rusty 
7-4 lav. 7 ran. 4. 2. (S Pile, Stfnouth). Tote: 
£4.90; £2.70, £3.40. DF: £2230. CSF; 
£28.98. 

4.50 =1. RAMSDENS (C Uewelyn) 7-2; 2. 
CMcodart 7-4 bur, 3. Fores ta l 8-2. 5 ran. 
Vi. 23. (NTWston-Dawu, Chetanhamj. Tote 
£430: £130. £1.60. DF: £3.70. CSF: 

f.Q jM 

Piacepot £5.614.40. QiubMfc £21130. 
Place 6: £3,49430. Place 5c £1.83033. 

-FONTWELL 

2.10 : 1. PRINCE NASHA |D Welsh) 
1D3; 2. Qutot Dawn 6-4 fav; 3. Mn Plm- 
. pernel 20- 1_ 13 ran. 3, 7. (K Cunnin#«m- 
% Brown). Tot* £5.40: £1_B0. £1.50, £6.50. 
OF: £4.10. CSF: £8.40. Tneast £80.4a Rio: 
£6030. 

2^4 5:1. HERBS7T BUCHANAN (Mr JCU- 
tory) 5-2; 2. Pontoon Bridgo 6-1 Utr. 3. Cobb 
Gate 10-3. 11 ran. lVs. 4. (P Mchofc). Tote: 
£4 10: £3.60. £3-60. £1-60. DF: £4.40. CSR 
£6.58. Tno: £930. Nffc Chaflenger Row. 

3-20:1 KEEL ROW (Mr J (XI toty) 8-1: 2. 
Anmnw 7-2 fav: 3. Moyn&he House 4-1. 13 
ran. Nii, IVa, (T Thomson Janas). Tote: 
£1030; £180, £160, £2.00. DF: £1430. 
CSF: £34.70. Tncasc £120.72. Trio: £1230. 

335: 1 DONNA DEL LAGO (B Oflanfl 
9-2 far, 2. Harrtetow Lac* 6-13. Cytham 
9-1 11 ran. sn hri. IVa. iG McCourt). Tote. 
£5.00; £2.50, £3.50. £2.60. DF: £25.80. 
CSF: £30.71 Tneast £21830. Tria £63.60. 

4.30; 1 BAUYEOWARD (B Poweffl 
16-1 2. Warfield Lad 11-4 co ten 3. Pra- 
toria Dancer 11- 4 co ter. 8 ran. 11-4 co 
favRsmgs Lass (jailed up). 1V«. 19. IR Bust- 
ler). Tote: £1730: £230. £140, £160. DF: 
£2430. CSF: £56.14. 

5-OS :1 FROZEN SEA U R K*»ra0i) Btere 
tar, 2. Vnnata 50-1 3. First Class 50-1 
15 raa 6, r*. (6 EmWO-Tote: £190: £210. 
£1710. £15.10. DF: £344X0. CSF: £62.79 
NR: Miltfrone. TtlK net won. pool ol £69168 
carried toward “ Nonmgwm 230 today. 
Ptocepot: £2100. QiwBkX: £12.00. 

Place 6: £11.72. Plate 5: £8.41 

HAMILTON 

230: 1 RAMBO WAUZER (Jo Hunnam) 

9- 4 jl tor; 2. Snake Pfeakoa 9-1; 3. Mas- 
ter Olthe House 91. 12 ran. 64 Jt ter Maple 
Bay. 1V4. l (D NJcnoSs. ThlrsW. Tote: 
£3.40; £160. £3.30. £220. Dual Forecast 
£2010. CSF: £2149. Tricast £14323. Trio: 
£69.10. 

235:1 FOREST BOV CJF Egan) 11-2; 2. 
Gat Toogb 7-2; 3- Oaadnp Ffper 16-1 8 ran. 
5-2 fair Dungeon Pnncora (6th). IVa. 3>/z. 
(K McAuMSb, Lamboum). Tote £6.60; £190. 
£150. £3.40. DF: £1180. CSF: £24.02. 

330: 1 MY CULLERV (Ang^a GsBmore) 

3-1 fav; 2. Mt»r Westoound 9-1 3. Gar- 
nock V stay 10-1 4. Panther 12-1 17 ran. 
Nk. 1 (A Bafey, Tarporiayl. Tote £5.10: 
£2.10, £230, £2.60. £3.20. DF: £28.40. 
CSF £3035. Tneast £243.65. Tno: £98.60. 

4.05:1 EXPRESS GIRL (Daren Mona® 
25-1 2. rm Sttt Here 11-10 ter; 3. Irish 
apfi cUuu 6-4. 4 am. IVa 2 Vs- (D MoflMt. Cart- 
men. Tote £1220. DF: £830. CSF £5036. 

440:1 EAII DE COLOGNE (Dean MCK- 
eonm 4-1 2. Munlutai miylMn A* 

Ini wads 7-2 fav. B ran. lVs. H (C 
Thornton, MrWh aml. Tote £530; £150. 
£190, £170. Df: £16-60. CSF: £25.74. TnK 
£2530. 

5A5-.1 LORD HASTIE 10 Was) 13-2; 

2. Saint 5-2 ten 3. Pataca of Gold 

10- 1 15 ran. Vs. 11/a. (C Thomson, Mal 
dtehaml. Tote £7.70; £3.80, £230. £3.40. 
DF: £1630, CSF £23.40. Tneast £159 , 28 . 
Trim £8630. 

Jackpot not won. pool of £5 3.147.21 cer- 
ried iwad to the meeting at NoOmpttm tne 

£1069-10. 

Place & £91039. Place 5: £509.39. 
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tie home. But, for once, the 
surge was not there and Gales 
Cavalier held on by three-quar- 
ters of a length. 

David Nicholson, who trains 
the runner-up, is not used to 
putting on a brave face with this 
horse and his features never re- 
ally gotpast the disappointed 
stage. The visage may be dif- 

R1CHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: So Amazing 
(Beverley 4.50) 

NEk Prima Sfik 
(Brighton aiO) 

ferent following the BMW 
Handicap Chase at Pun- 
chest own later this month. 

Further ahead. Viking Flag- 
ship may be at Kempton on 
Boxing Day for the King 
George VI Chase, when yes- 
terday's conqueror could be 
among his opponents. “He’D 
certainly be running over a trip 
nexi season," David Gandolfo, 
Gales Cavalier’s trainer, said. 

At 14, Mole Board may be 
very close to ear-trumpet teni- 

BRIGHTON 


toiy, but there was little sign of 
bis age in the paddock before 
the Mitie Group Hurdle. The 
old horse pranced around the 
aval like a bather negotiating 
hot sands to get to the sea. 

In the race itself he too had 
a trailblazer to catch as Hops 
And Pops powered away. Un- 
like Viking Flagship, Mole 
Board actually got his frame in 
front on the run-in, but, just as 
the crowd hailed the veteran, fa- 
tigue set in and tbe mare passed 
him close home. 

If Mole Board had won, Jim 
Old, his trainer, would 
doubtlessly have embarked on 
a retirement speech but now it 
seems there may be yel anoth- 
er last hurrah. After a summer 
holiday, he could be back in 
training. “If in November he’s 
sparkling we might try again 
with him,” Old said. “But we’re 
anxious not Lo run him if he is 
deteriorating. He still loves it all 
his work at home and his rac- 
ing. He's a great enthusiast.” 

Hop and Pops, like Gales 
Cavalier, was both the outsider 
and youngest horse in one of 


HYPERION 

2JL0 Masterstroke ZAO SWkarFs Son 3JD Prl- 
ma SBk &40 Champagne Grandy 4JD SpHo 440 
PARADISE WATERS (nap) SJD Soaking 
GOING: Firm. 

STALLS: 1m 2f A outside; remainder - Inside. 
maw ADVANTAGE: Low numbers best over 51 A Gf. 

■ U*-hand, U-shaped course-, n mfaibiHng and Sharp. 

■ Racecourse is east of town. Follow aisnposu from town cen- 
tre- Brighton railway station is a mile away (Cam service from Lon- 
don Victoria). ADMISSION: Club SIS (accompanied under-] 6s 
free); TaOersaHs £8; Silver Ring M (tacS4 per car). 


BUNKERED FOR THE FIRST TIME: Ever Meads (4.40V 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 
LONGDISTANCE RUNNERS: Uy Bomriftd Dream (4.1<Q ml 208 
miles than A Newcomhe’s Hunuhnw stable In Devon. 


I Q m l median auction maiden stakes 
[==1 (CLASS F) £3,450 added 2YD Sf 59yds 

1 3 IMSIBtSTROKE (fi) B kleetun 9 0 £ Doyle 1 

2 OURKQflN KMcAitfe9 0 States 3 

3 3 SMUT BBMHOUR (B|R Hamm 90 DaM 07WI (5)4 

4 MOLUUr M Oamon 8 9 CaadylteitaS 

5 NKHT1NBME SONG Matiyn Meade 8 9 IReUS 

6 ROYAL Emm A Fester 8 9 RWMnMri(7)2 

7 4 RIM FOR US (13] C DejerS 9 RMuSbb(7)7 

B SMCRnOURSUFFBlGMagn)n89 PBbtttetfO 

-8 dadared- 

BEI7WG: 6-4 Uasteatroka, 7-4 Saty Bclmlar, 5-1 Uo^y, 8-1 NMOn- 
gda Sang, 10-1 ta For Us. 14-1 Ov Kate, lfl-1 oten 

[ A An | ELM GROVE CLAflMNG STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3,450 added 6f 

1 25U30F- SHKAHTS SON (209) (CD) J Cldnan 9 9 12 IIWd2 

2 460001 ROCXVlLEPBE(8)SOow4 90 filMMf B 

3 006800 AGNA(S2)(D)ROSUMn7812 S Santos 3 

4 021365 DMffVAH (USA) (41) (CQ G I. Uoote 5 8 12 SVUtegriilO 

5 520000 SOUTHERN DOMNON (8) QDC Men 3 8 12 — 3 Adam 8 

6 2-03430 AF0UOIIB>(28)(CD)AMDm7810« M JSra4yMgnls6 

7 350060 BU£YS SUNSET (29) KQ) J teday 4 8 B -S0nMU(3)9 

8 025664 C8MRMNCBHB)RHdH8m 4B3 IMteQl 

9 000040 CfErSlAGnr(2iqJBHdey4 83 PPMaplypU 

ID 006540 BRANSON KRSIY (34) C SnWl 4 B 1 Nltay[^7 

- lOdadarad- 

BETimG: 2-1 RodnAePte, 62 SMsarfs Sen, 61 Oate Dancer, DteyaA 

10-1 Soatben DenUoa, Apdo Red, Chfafs lady, M-lodraa 

lOift l BRIGHTON SPIWG HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5400 added Bf 

1 340433- WRTANDAHA1F(22S)(C) B Meehan 4 10 QjG Haam (I) 2 

2 304431- D0(JM£ MOT (223) (D)RRami 4 9 13 JJaoaOTMR 14 

3 064360 TOMMUS (21) (CO) U ftjfelasB 49 9 DHantanl3 

4 201546- DW ROW (238) (D) J Tofcr 10 9 7 8MMI8 

5 12CQD6 BASHFUL BRAVE (207) J Payne5 96 RC0«tme5 

6 440180 FRMAS&K(6T)mM^3n5Bl ACMtB 

7 5-24430 HMBBRT (18) (C) F 7 9 1 P HcCataa (3) 1 

8 24-4013 SFEH1Y CLASSIC (29) (0) M H-flfc 7 B 7 ~S ftwraa (3) 8 

9 063005 RDCMC8M2(Bt(18)(D)GMagnon466 J*BhxMleM7 

10 30332-0 IABB1ED0MMQUE{U) S KnQV4B5 B Doyle 3 

U 262642 MWCAZKM(89 (Q AM»e984 AWtehwfJJM 

12 621231 MOI CMURD (14) (D) B Prate 382 SSaaderal2 

13 £50406 IMRIHOSKV (353] (CD) 6 Bnray ID B 0 DOtaaU 

14 152005- A5TBIK (239) (D) J findtay 8 7 13 MHewj(5)4 

-14dfcfarad- 

BETTWG: 3-1 DoaUa MML M fart Awl A Ha*, 61 By MM, 7-1 han- 
cattou, 8-1 Barite Brava, 161 IM Canard, 12-1 others 


HYPERION 

ZOO Crystal Fast Z30 GoretsW 3J00 Cawar And 
Candy 3-30 Ctuneste 4JOO Esldmo Net 430 RBsa- 

isaneaflue (nb) 

GOING: Good (good to Ann hi places). 

STALLS: fif A 6T - stands side; remainder - Inride. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High numbera besom 51 * 6f. 

■ Left-hand, ova] comae. Flat and galloping wgli eagj tnnw. Run- 
in o£ 240yds. 

■ Racecourse is 2m east of diy otf B686 Cotwtefc road. Nouhighain 
raihw station (served by London St Fancras) Is two miles away. 

i ADMISSION: Oub £12 iJuntara, 1621 years, SB); TaneraaDa 
S8; Shw Ring & Paddock S4. CAB PARK: SBrar Rtag AI2 (ad- 
mits car plus four occupaius), remainder bee. 


PYTxnrRPBTl FOR THE F IRST T IME: Nooe 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Fbnne OTBope (:tU0)seiu 1 75 
fimn J Dunlop’s Anmtiel atahBe in West Snser; Chocolate Ice (320) 
600. C Cyier-s tepklate rate 

yr^T^t^stelriBmtolhaaPMmplgaPoviteyafaMeaAwn. 

ntTKKl WAXNALL SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
2 aKI| £3,000 added 3YO lm 5%ds 

1 60600 4LPHET0N IridNCE (S8) J J. Hans 8 12 --—JtefanJ 

2 OraSSS WffilOT-IAWeteSU 

3 CHWtiAI»TDonne*f812 CRdOwS 

4 65520 CRYSTAL F 


r ? 4 n - | HOUJNGBLBtY LWITED STAKES (CLASS 

D) £5400 added 7f 

1 620351 CRYSTAL HBGHTS (43) (CD) R Q'Stftvan 899 S Strata 5 

2 312-640 NHMEST (USA) (21) N Wsaer 4 9 9 I Stack (3) 9 

3 242530 SnR1MB(r(2qp^MSs6Ketoar5 99 -RCochraM2 

4 OQV-500 AS1ML(5^ [D)Rfto^»69 7 SDmfflt 

5 I21D06 AF0U0N0 (UI) (Q J FdrahM 4 9 7 Dtertai8 

6 036336 BMSMT (23) (D) R Hatton 6 9 7 D»(nMI(5)l 

7 350014- JDHIOIHUS (194)09)5 Dow4 9 7 ADriy(5)G 

8 000061 cwsniaceni^nnMQimnGee^PifeiyivRs 

9 403245- DBJBKT OF DAWN (175j 09 Kkoy494 CSctef(7)7 

-9dedasd- 

BEmte 2-1 CtaiptewtteateM Baaftri, 5-1 Apritae, 6110 Itet- 
lam, 7-1 Naamot SfarTihwl, 61 CqwM Hetfta, 12-1 olhaia 

rs~8Al MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3(450 added 3YO lm 2f 

1 0 ratmnKAtlSXMSpQTNButfiBnBO _J>Hwiboa6 

2 65 an0FF(U]CD»yw9 0 KRtterl 

3 0034 SPUD 03) L Cteari 9 0 IRridB 

4 256 flJNUT SECURE p^UChannon 90 PPMon*y<5}2 

5 400360 1HE ACT (USA) niteqn Maria 90 RltaBB(5)3 

6 MY BBtUBFUL OREW A taconbe 8 9 RCoefcnU 

-edactarad- 

SETTWQ: 4-7 SfriBo, 1M Steey Stare, M tea Act, 146. Wtafl, 
2S-1 FBOoiithe Altera, My BSMtBnl Praam 

ITjaI SHEEPCOTE VttLLEY HAMMCAP (CLASS 
F) £3(450 added lm 4f 

1 026006 SPUUMilE(UqMMuCtedn41D0J>HainMini0 

2 130640 COURBMflL(S2)(CO)SDDw4912 ADaRrRB 

3 612446 PARADISE W M BB (Iflfl RJHouflhlon 49 10..—1 IBM 1 

4 00506 SHAURAM (171) B Meehan 4 9 6 RDajIaU 

5 016302 GUST AUIAIKE (IQ A Moon 4 9 4 Only Monts 5 

6 006-125 JUDAH (S3) Mea-Gay KMetfy 5 94 RCadaaH2 

7 690216 D0tn£ RUSH (143Q T MB 4 9 4 SWteartfa7 

S 0324-45 BSSKyRl(4S)p)PKeteey591 C Domaqte (7) 14 

9 004080 UNCHARIK) WATERS fSffl CC^ar 59 0 GIMBeM4 

10 000646 HR fRBBS(U)R Han 4 B ID DBMlnlatt 

11 466400 HE CAFE DOCTOR M A RMW4 8 9 DHwiim32 

12 223006 MAR0NET1A(9GMIban487 ACTORS 

13 231326 HillRM (USA) (48) OR R OHtihan 6 B 5_^S Santa 3 

14 600006 BR0MIMAQUB1E(317)TIM6B3 M Italy (S) 18 

15 020666 LUNAR RBK (92) P) Mss B Santa 6 8 2 ^AWMtai(3)9 

16 00&- SET-BC-AWT (S42)B Sum 6 7 10 Dam MoflMtnU 

17 060040 TAHDWEOTE5Sp^BPBara3710__RMatei(7)13 

IS 000 PGRXYCO CHOICE (14) P (fade 3 7 ID NA<ta»15 

-Udadaud- 

Mhtmim teghc 7at 101b Due hanfeap teRic SehEnyfSffa 7s fll^ Ibr- 
BW&prassBaiOft PGnym Choke Cat Bb. 

HUIMtt 4-1 Pantea DUan, 61 TOest Alanca, 7-1 Onrila Itah, 
8-1 Coiabart, AJdar, 12-1 Rbfcy Tk, 14-1 other. 

|C ift ] CHURCHHJL SQUARE HANDICAP (CLASS 

E) £4(200 added lm 

1 233218 TOtNaigBWP(2fl)B(D)GLM0OB691OJUjlieMW(7)l 

2 026206 M9 ROUSH (162) (CZ4 D Moras 5 9 9 RCoteaoa6 

3 2-1331D BO!OSIKPOWB(18}(BF)GBmay598JIMteiariha 

4 042006 CHBIH) BRGHT (179J C 1t>BW 4 9 7 A Daly 9) 8 

5 561450 SQAHNG(imgPBumne694 PMcCafte(3)7 

6 603665 lEDMIE (93) A We 4 9 1 DmOTU^S 

7 042026 ITSnBUBRCSS (179) SDo»491 ITOM13 

8 504685 HALLIARD M T Jones 5 9 0 R Patent 4 

9 654006 JAAm (28) M Mad® 1 ** 6 9 0 — ■ — Adah 14 

ID 100C6-6 AIMAPA US) R Hod^s 4 8 9 1 Stack (3) 9 

11 046600 r M CT TOM PQUtA (46) C team A 8 7 B DnylB 2 

12 633003 ZAHRAN(M) (D) J &J*fley 5 8 6 SDlIMM(3)12 

13 003066 00UfiBEM9HT(13)CDayw4 83 MIBayfllO 

14 000063 AintJHN COWER (HR RHDW4B3 DIMnlS 

15 006300 DANIBW{tQR0Hufean4S2 OMOaid 11 

-lBdadasd- 

BEnWB: 73 MrNara raiM , 5-1 I Tri he lwiTOm 61 ATOapa. lfl-1 Ei- 
ptaha Item Created UM 12-1 Mr Rouft 14-1 atm 


o hn l ttowell maiden auction stakes 
(CLASS F) £3/450 added 2YO 5f 13yds 

1 6 QBES/DRE 05) C DliprS ID COwyarZ 

2 scAHfsns S Mfams 8 10 R Mattes ID 

3 CHOPWRJDftnson Hn&at B 7 AKeOml 

4 RADARmOLY R Mtama8 7 DB&4 

5 WSOEHOUSEJAtetaMBS TQi*n7 

6 43 MWSffmRHflnaeataS F(jndtf5)6 

7 imaeoFUurT Mauri** 6 5 pacenteys 

B SUPaWBFBaRUiBftrtyBS - A9*aal 

9 LBaEWOF ARAQON J GtasrBZ PRotAaonS 

10 34 CAHAflANDCBNOrn DC06p»«7 tktei 9 

-Udaetarad- 

BEn«G: 73 Bw Saff lady, 93 finmrt, 54 Cater And Caafy, BlSiar- 
refa, 7-lC-Many, Chopin, 161 Rate Dually. 12-1 slim 

lo ofl I BASSINGFIELDMADEN STAKES (CLASS ' 
D) £5400 added 3YO lm 54yds 

1 0 BRETOON CIO) M Tampans 90 Ptedomfi 

2 5 CtamtStS (8)L Cumarl 9 0 0Urtdna2 

3 CHOCOLATE ICE C Qm90 OBIRfflB 

4 CLEVER CUC* H tod 90 _JPtt Etfdwy IS 

5 DEVflJS DANCE RR) M Skxad 9 0 KBnMnr9 

6 0 DJCAT(i0)WUir90 TO ff aaUpgg 

7 6 FUfMB PBMANT POQ R Hamm 90 TQatea 

8 66- HAIEBB) (EPB S Wbods 9 0 W Wood* 12 

9 42- HAL'S PAL (219 D late 90 RHa0Msl7 


10 0645- NHABAR {203} R Batkmn 9 0 K Bataan (?) U 

11 LOOK MVS CHIME BMcMffon 90 Rtetarll 

12 BOOL ACDONJ Bate 90 JQtanM 

13 4- SAMjy (LOSS (289) HCecISO .W9yral3 

14 65- SIWOFIWG(2GS)Uhara»3hi90 HFnta4 

15 06 HHSMN8QN R0 (USA) (UR) J Goeoen 9 0 -Dta GRaen B 

IS 00- RJHtOFHOPe{ay;iC^-isj89 T Spate 7 

17 SUtfSyOOmMBNtacHtar89 CTTO0MUI3 

IS MRT(FI0JFMwa69 NVaday^t 

-ISdetaad- 

BEime 64 Ctaer C&te, 23 Mh W, M Sn« Rom, 8-1 CNneosia, 
161 Date Danoa, 12-1 tat, 14-1 Ftae Of Hapa, 1S-1 am 



Ps9C.Sanmr7b3b 

61 Man, 7*1 Iraalhe 
U-lotes 


sport 


several small fields, perhaps in 
keeping with a new-look Chel- 

tenhanL 

Both IhUersails stands at 
Prestbuiy Park have been de- 
molished since the Festival and 
by March next year a £10m de- 
velopment wQ] be in their place. 
There were almost as many bull- 
dozers as horses at the foot of 
Cleeve Hill yesterday. The area 
around the finishing post is 
now dominated by piles of con- 
crete and twisted metal. In 
keeping with the mood of the 
thrifty 90s, the rubble of the old 
buil dings is being used for the 
foundations of the new. 

There is a modernisation too 
in the jockeys' division, with a 
fresh name to be added to the 
title scroll atthe end of the sea- 
son. Few doubt that will be Tony 
McCoy, who rode trebles on the 
first three days this week but ran 
dry of good fortune yesterday. 

The Irishman went to ground 
after Polden Pride capitulated 
in yesterday's opener and was 
lakento hospital with a wrist in- 
jury. He was later discharged 
and wfll ride at Ascot tomorrow. 




Get a grip: novice steeplechasers and their riders take Fontwelfs first fence yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 

Godolphin team losing esteem 

The Godolphin hopes for this failed to sparkle when she was at the centre of last year's split 

season’s G assies drifted in the put through her paces. Hills between Sheikh Mo hamm ed Roger Hoad had his licence 
ante-post markets after failin g made her an 8-1 chance (from and Henry Cecil. withdrawn for just over a year 

to impress in their trials at Nad 7-1). The eight new entries, at a yesterday for misleading Jock- 

A1 Sheba racecourse in Dubai “The trials overall went fine cost of £8,000 each, also in- eyGub officials over a positive 
yesterday. but we wouldn't want to be too chided Cecil’s unraced Clever test returned by a stable runner. 

Mark Of Esteem seemed to upbeat about things at this Giche. The other six were: Elburg, from Hoad's Sussex 

put up a reasonably satisfacto- stage," Simon Crisford, Go do I- Beauchamp King (J Dunlop), yard, tested positive for a pro- 
xy display in his test but 'WDliam phm’s racing manager, said. Bonarefli (M Stoute), Glory hibitive substance after win- 

H3D pushed the colt out from 7- Mark Of Esteem was one of Of Dancer (P Kelleway), ning at Pontefract last year. The 
1 to 9-1 for the 2,000 Guineas, eight horses added to the Der- Sbaamit (W Haggas), Spinning 52-year-old trainer was fined 
Godolphin’s 1,000 Guineas by entries at yesterday’s sup- World (J Pease; France), and £1,000 and lost his licence to 
challenger, Bint Shadayid, plementaiy stage. This colt was Tagula (I Balding). train from next Wednesday. 


The Godolphin hopes for this 
season’s G assies drifted in the 
ante-post markets after failing 
to impress in their trials at Nad 
A1 Sheba racecourse in Dubai 
yesterday. 

Mark Of Esteem seemed to 
put up a reasonably satisfacto- 
ry display in his test but William 
Hill pushed the colt out from 7- 
1 to 9-1 for the 2,000 Guineas. 
Godolphin’s 1,000 Guineas 
challenger, Bint Shadayid, 


failed to sparkle when she was 
put through her paces. Hills 
made her an 8-1 chance (from 
7-1). 

“The trials overall went fine 
but we wouldn't want to be too 
upbeat abont thin g s at this 
stage," Simon Crisford, Godol- 
phin’s racing manager, said. 

Mark Of Esteem was one of 
eight horses added to the Der- 
by entries at yesterday’s sup- 
plementary stage. This colt was 


at the centre of last year's split 
between Sheikh Mohammed 
and Henry CedL 
The eight new entries, at a 
cost of £8,000 each, also in- 
cluded Cecil’s unraced Clever 
Cliche. The other six were: 
Beauchamp King (J Dunlop), 
Bonarefli (M Stoute), Gloxy 
Of Dancer (P Kelleway), 
Sbaamit (W Haggas), Spinning 
World (1 Pease; France), and 
Tagula (1 Balding). 




HYPERION 

2L20 Contravene 3£0 Mss Riviera 

Z50 Hotspur Street 4J20 Brava Pat ria rch 

3^20 Total Aloof 450 So Amazing 

GOING: Good u> Dim. 

STAI1S; Bf A 2m 35yds - sunds ride; remainder - Inside. 

DRAW ADVAOTAGB: High raunbera best over 6f A 7f 100yds. 

■ Right-band, galloping comse with voy stilt 5f. 

■ RaeettMBzelsoiie infle iresi of tern unAI035. Bos service from Bcvaley raUvnty oa- 
dou (Hull- Scarborough Mne) two mDra away. ADMISSION: C3nbI12; Junior Chib (16 
to Zl-jetr-uldB) SB; TatterealluAS; SDw Bing £3; Comae Enclosure 52; Picnic am £2 
or £2 per car, plus £2 per occupam. CAR FAHK: Fht 


B ISADXNG TRAINERS WITC RUNNERS: Murk Jafauatan - 19 winnos frann 87 nm- 
nets at s redo of 21 -3H String a ream U»s£l tad stake of +£16.00; MraM Bevdey- 16 
winners, 104 runners, 14.449, 359.88; J Barry - 16 wlimos. 116 runners, I2JM.355S7; 
HCeeO - 13 winners, 34 nmuera, 38JPA, +UL64;DLod«r- 12 winnas, 22 runners, 64 J46, 
+£9.23; J W Watts - 10 winners, 36 nmnm 26.316, +£14.31. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: XDurley- 40 wtnnere, 21 rides, 18.146, 468-1 & W Canon - 
20 wbmm, 86 rides, 303%, +5A8D-, J Wkvct- 17wtaaiers, 111 ridn, 1EL346, -&1659-. K 
Fullau- 16 wtmras, 148 rides, 11X846, 334D6: M Bfarih - 15 winners, 161 rides, 9.8%, • 
£71- 33; J Cn roll - 13 winners, 90 rides, M.4%, 33642. 

BUNKERED TOR THE FIRST TIME: Staufkr 11150). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: Hurard A Gueuu (4J30] ram m Kempwn las Mood^. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Bra* Patriarch (4.20) seta 246 rafles from J Dunbp's Anm- 
dd sable In Wear Bnsuaq Hug Ffeu (4^0) sen! 206 nrites fttjm M Meade's S hera to n stable 
In WmUre. 

901 SCARBOROUGH SELU« STAKES (CLASS F) £3^50 added 
2Y0 5f Penalty VUie £2,616 

1 3 ABSTOfEQUBI(HBU EAbbBy)PExK86 KMoo4 

2 563 OflUE) WtC(4) (R N 0jouft86 GTOM2 

3 42 CON1RKWC(U9(9F)WMan<BuiK)JBeayB6 Iterate 

4 imOOS FLYra (Rttetl RooO BtxOSBCtLKflNTinMBrS 6 LCTOraochS 

5 4 HAL BD 6RH. (B) (W T Alffod) M IN Eeseitv 8 6. MBbdil 

6 3 5MAlLRBKp3)(BF){MASBafe|C[tae>66 ItateS 

-RducTOad- 

BEnHB:7-4CMira«ue l B4 taflRtaU6Atalnra Quran, 61 CTSMVta,T-llTOB»dClrt, 

12-1 HnoA Ryw 

1995: TTO F 1 BJ 9 Fanrar 2 B 11 T Spafe 61 (W G M Timor) 8 on 
FORM GLIDE 

Oms Owyer has won with a couple of tvw^ear-oia totes already - taneta at RAtataono 
and QnnemaiB at waralcK - and SMALL RISK rnt£)d be good enough now she dtops Into 
a seUer. SmaH Rbk was beaten a total of eight lengths when TOreums far a maiden auc- 
tion here a torM0x ag> Dul the irirmor. Enchanting Ewe. Is considered usefii and is Be»ng 
almod at Roytfl Ascot Smal Risk doesurt hwe anything as smart as Enchanted &e to wor- 
;y about today. Contrawno has the baadngcf Atetona Qftotm and ChBed Wtaa on Itahe- 
hamtuon aB-weather nurnfag m the aeBer won by LawW Find but li wri be meresUng to sea 
whsthar she can oortfcm the fami on turf. Chfled Wine has abeedy turned roraid the Wbher- 
hampton farm with lawfal Find on test ground mihe seller at Nwmgom on Mondty.Hiettfs 
also the chance that Contravene herself mtgtt improve on the faster surface, however, and 
Jack Beny has had a couple of Juwrale remere after a nelathely sfagglsti stan to tna sea- 
son. IM End GW wH haw benefited Iron her nra betand the Beny- trained Northern Sal 
at Hanllton and Is In a weaker race, while newcomer Flood's Ryw Is out of a mere that 
won as a two-year-old. Setadtioa: SMALL KSK 

10 chi BRIDLINGTON BAV HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,200 added 

2m 35yds Penalty Value £3^87 

1 300346 MMHMGONtZDfCO) P Mo M Rnetay 6 ID 0 SCopp(7)7 

2 35MOV- JUDKML RBD (BOO) Ms E E Nenbouiri NTrtdsr 7 913 IIBTObB 

3 630266 DONT FORGET CtiRfIS (9) (Dw LeonaKl Cut* Famereriq) G Mocra 496 ICanMlS 

4 060065 Sam ian pa) tes Gurite Mateit) NGatam S9i iimbsS 

5 2-32103 SWKm(mcm<TO()-&Rltate«}Rlfatari«ail590 KMdbU 

6 26402- TRUE flfiB (182) (TR LochJ JB bM 4 96 IWaver2 

7 538363 HOTSPUR SIRai (17) Ctar*y W CBrie) M W Ea3H3br 4 90 DRHeCffe{9)5 

8 102640 HULUMMtpfi) Ms P Giton) W Haff 6 8 12 1 late 4 

B 060066 PIWCE EtRMAlE p3) (Ccin BantehcdFnrti Steelel DEddy4 84 N Counortoa 12 

ID 230046 BOLD H£CT (93) R (fi L»e) E Alston 8 8 4 SDWBtaasS 

11 301661 AMAH SPIRT (17) Q)) (Menu WiesQ J fya 5 8 1 LCtanocktt 

32 631355 StB»HSm(17)MyftBta)JNbiUi6B0 IFtatafilS 

13 110062 T0PPHZE(17) (OJ) (Mti &X28SU M Bntlrin 8 712 GBataell 

14 503510 sai«nN(17)(TO(anMifft)PFrigW4711 DWfftfflB 

15 665006 PPC OLA (308) (TH Benneni TEafl«ty4710 NBariWeU 

IB 321406 BBEAT ORAHW (144) P) M Heiheanffui (fade0nd FMtabm 7710 J > FMsay(QU 

17 200630 BOUTOF(2)(MnGMZ^M)BltahH0471O NNeaaedyl? 

IB 005064 DGEBETfORCE (13) G Rent9 Q Reoe 7 7 10 AHtateyM 


Mhinn wt&t 7ril<RL Fiue handicap ee(gh6; BW Tap TsrBft. DesutRm 7sr 71). 

BETTMfi: SlArtau SpfeB. 61 Hotaper Street, 7-lRra Bbd, 61 State, 61taBBte 161Sta«j*. 
Tbp Pitta, 12-1 Ho n tiragw, Saddaa ^ite, 14-1 Seteerinn, Bret Oraflcn, 161 Pant Ryjet Cor- 
fis, JiuSdri HeU, 26l0then 

1895: MooflftfX Quest 7 9 10 T he 61 IB Haffluy) 23 tan 
FORM RUBE 

The tsAHnler on this caidhas been a hantficso faMhe oast three seasons and Maty Rev- 
stay has pwAded a winner (Tamudara), a second and a third. She Dies thfc lime with Mon- 
dragan, who wS Re this ffouid much mote than th« at Doncaster three weeks ap). when 
he was taUad off behind Stadbwan. bi company with Shaker. Reg HolKnshead ten this 
race wo yews 3gJ wfth vwwalers Wbnder and ShaWyr stays the tup but his tour wins na» 
been on Rbresand. tttlLLBANK e a M more venadle than Shotayr in that he has won a 
IM Fbt race on the al-weather at Sotdhwel and a Redcar maiden on film pound. Hiil- 
bank has nm nspactably In handicaps sofBr without being good enough to »4n one. but 
most Of Them have been war middle dasnees end Dus two mites otxJd be Ms trip. HuH- 
banh carded ten atone when beaten a length and a head ty Rolfing The Bones and V&fl 
Pnnce over enuree and dstancs last May and Jason Taae is on board far Die flrat time since 
the Redcar win. les Eyre's tases are (jung at; wet as ever (he^ won three handicaps al- 
rradytttsweeiO sort wtfl be a surprise if JVieii Spirit doeart make hef presence felt again 
after beaamgTop Prtia (secord), Hotter Street (thddl.SoiMen Spin (fifth) and flehne 
ston (seventh) at NetKastle last dme out Top Fuze, far one. can male more of a race of 
it, and not just because he's 4t> better oft far two lenghs- The Newcastle race was hs fast 
ti almost sn months. heU i*e the faster sound and beat Arlan SpMt eight lengths when 
winning a sefler here last Augra. With Jason Weaver booled. True Btrd carft be Igvxwi 
Weaver was on board when stabtemate B Balador won first tans out at Souttmefl r F«j- 
ruaty, and agan tno Badirt-tramefl ffly Taonz vwn a handeap on her reappearance 
at the last meeting hete.^ True BM ran wal first time out last year (bonier a neck In a maid- 
en) and Betted also won on Monday at Nottinfitem with VWnston. Since he finished seu- 
enth behind Harteaone Brook a Roys) Ascot fast summer, Stateer has been deappomng 
on the Flat but he s a wnmng hurtlef wtio Skes fast ground and rrtfiht do better n» he's 
MSOred. Selection: HULLBANK 


HUTTON CRANSWICK MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5,100 
added Sf Pemrity Value £3£91 

1 LE BAM BAM (Win fttra Le Bhpi Ban Sintfaa^ H AWiay 4 99 QHM1 

2 06 BOMfiBBOrciBllMatesRaortg) JQim3 8l2 HBM3 

3 OLD HUSH WHO (Gaari Sefty) P Hatism 3 8 12 Cad Davtau (7) 6 

4 DISR9. DUCHESS (IN B Inteni G Ottojid 3 8 7 K Fetal 10 

5 MiwurraBULPn hn«qa7 1 lata 5 

S 0 BEMBMAIIDr(10)(A<sJHenRTBate387 IIMuh7 

7 06 IAI4J-LAW (166) (lta S Canecht^ M Canacto 3B7— — - Xt3taock4 

8 62 ID06E1AIK(UQ(BF)(>ksSlEBnDBM}WJaw387 IWMMT2 

9 0 SUTOPt HBHCESS (4) (pea Itata) 6 Feno 3 8 7 AUadoy9 

10 02- TOTAL ALOOF (2S1) (Ate (BoarimdO IM W htagffs 3 87 lIHBiB 

-lOtiateed- 

BEI1MB: 541mm DM, 7-41MHlAloeL 61 DMneMcwP, 32-1 Beuuorltav, 14-lDiffolDodia«, 
161 Bowtaa Boy, tro**** «« Hwh M« 261 utaera 
1995: BOUMl 3 B 12 Q Drier 7-1 0 Beny) 10 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

LOOSE 1HX and Total Moor hare aUity and their mpettance ta a plus m a race contain- 
ing four newcomera. Loose TbBi benefited torn bersath to Green Barnes at Doncaster on 
Lincoln day. faring by only half a length to get the bener of Spbdng over tfas top at Not- 
tingham ten days ago. Sptong, Iwww, is trained by Wiliam Haa^s, responsible tor To- 
tal Alool and who has also win iraklen races recently Wth Shu Gaa and Yeast. AH tfaee of 
those Haggas winners vere racing far the fast time tfu season so the signs are thHt Total 
Aloof wri be s»d and reedy. Her short-heed second to Cnssem at Hpydock last summer 
suEBests she can wbi at the mnmum mp. although she is bred to stay funner. Etoenor 
AAay was about nme tenths behind Loose Tak at Notbngham butwffi improve, vtfrie Dl- 
vtae Msu-P Is a newcomer to consider. Satoctlo« LOOSE TALK 

locn l LECONF1ELD STAKES (CLASS O £7^50 added 3Y0 fffles 
1 ™ 2f Penalty Value £5£18 

1 1- WSSRNBM(Ifil)(JLCPnce)GWisgB90 MHTO3 

2 1 SRRW HUE (62) fl5) (Lucapn Sutfl DLoderB 12 DR McCabe P) 1 

3 542- S11IHI MN0 (USA) (338) (CtweBy Port Sufi MBMB10 QFauBowr(7)Z 

-Stectand- 

BEITWa: 611 Mta HMara, 7-4 Shtey Krils, IM Star Wfag 
1995: auidng 3 9 0 L Deffiri 2-5 U H M Gosden) 4 on 

FORM GUIDE 

Staffer Kalta beat three others In a maiden auction at Lfagfieid in Fbbmary, bu shell know 
she's been m a race today because MBS RIVERA looted useful when beating a big field 
at Doncaster ngw at the end of last season (a!thou0i the only subsequent winner to come 
out of drat race Is the runner-up, Green Barnes). Out of a mare that has produced a nun>- 
ber of winners, Miss RnAara can Improve and the fact that the stable^ three-year-old lilies. 
Stately F)yer and Berervce. ran wel ai the ten-furtong maidens « Kempton on Monday s^- 
flssts sheV be toward enoujjt- As e two-year-old, SHver Wing Improved with experterrie. 
winding up with a second to Committal at YOrh, rithou^i she new looted winning^ She 
mtffa: hove to do ewn better to trouble the other two. Selection: Miss RMERA ; 

A I HORNSEA MERE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5400 added 1 
|™5£Jlm2r Penafty Value £3,665 i 

1 621600 NK&S M (2ty ro(NCITOni0on)P Hasten 4 100 JHtaawa-4 

2 106325- V«na 0*1) p,.raCi VacPherewfl P Cake 4 9 U MBbcbl 1 

3 3650-21 HAZARD A GUESS (4) (CD) (Qmifco LA$ D f*Tt* 6 9 10 (5e0 AtaGnaveafi 

4 130366 BRABIEiWlBARCHCSW) (CtQ (PMBrSWrtrid) J Duriop 59 6 MHb7 

5 550063 RAG FBI (IISAJ (9) (D) fliripwood Racng OuCI Uanyn Marie 5 8 11 VStritnyS 

6 000026 CARLITO BUGIWtE (22) (D) [BF) [Bemad Hshawy) Mrs J RamMen 4 8 9_K Fatal 9 

7 5-40254 ROIMHOriN MNCSt (2Q ODm Gdkffei) A Baity 4 8 8 1 Cwral 3 

8 510566 BOBAHUM PBOW (Us State Write) JWtauW»<7U Lttamodc2 

9 021406 WEStCOtatt PWNCSS P8B) (CD) (K Itodgnn) M W EaaprUy 4 7 10 QBantoMB 

A**iwm waghc 7tet 10b. hue ftanfaap ne(ffc VHretcoun Princess 7s 9ft. 

BEmNfa 7-4 Huzanf A Guess, 4-1 Carthi Brigwdo, 11-2 fitene PaMarcb, 13-2 Kooaeyw Dancer, 
61 Mfffa Lad, Weteoert Prinoa^ 12-1 WTOr, 1BJ. Rag Fra, 261 Bobaeiya 
1995: Btejne Couay 5 9 ID L Dettal 61 (G Remn 15 an 
FORMGUTOE 

Heard A Ctara came with a strong late burst towtfithe competitive Rosebery H»aflcap 
at Ken^mn on Monday and, if he preducas anything lite that sort of flnteh here, he must 
be dffltnit to hoM off, despite the penally. Dowd rechoBa was also on the mark as. Hami- 
ton yesterday, wth Rambo UfaRser, If anyone knows what is warded to beet Hazard A Guess 
it must be Its fanner trainer Lynda Ramsden, who tales him on with GARUTO BRKANTE. 
The selection was a long way adnft of Hazard A Guess m the lady amateur* race at Don- 
caster on the opening day of the season but the softening pound wouldn't have helped. 
Mick Easustby has been winning sprint hendcaps wuh horses running far the first tone mis 
season so Westawit Princess could be tafcty forward. She made ae over couse and dis- 
tance last summer far today's rider. Gary BardweH, and. tf she's strengthened up from dvee 
to four, she mlgn not be easy to peg bade In this hlgher-ffade handicap. Brava P a tri a rch 
has often been family bled tinea he won hare two years ago - and that indudes his fates 
outing, at the Cheltenham Festival, an the ted of three races far Mck Henderson. Back 
wrth John Dunlop on the Flat, Brave Patriach cotAd tun aid to be weS-tendtoapped and his 
yaid has been In good tom this past week. Wgcta Lad win have to be bettor than ever to 
win this wider ten stone but this ffound will suit Nm bettor than the sofbsh surface at Don- 
caster and hrisldee^suted by a mile and a quarter. Selection: CARUTO BWQANTE 

n rcn l withernsea handicap (class d) £ 5,100 added 

^*^1 7f 100yds Pensdty Vahro £4^)29 

1 102322 ASHGORE (13) W PF) (HarveyAffwftfS MJffnSEn 5 10Q IWanarS 

2 013265 QUSM CONSUL (U^ (QribBHL Damn] BR&lteril 6 100 Otar Cassy (7) 13 

3 051136 UP H F1AMB (282J Wart M KammonC 5 9 12 ICxrcgS 

4 2063 DANCIS MIH HOOVES (21) (V Sqi®j^3) D Sentii QMS 4 98 MTritett7 

5 0-64055 ALUNSOffS HUE 04 TO) (Peter Jonas) T Banon 8 9 6 JFMraal 

6 100306 HTO05 (IRQ (Us Itag MntalM Hammond 4 9 4 IFtatacB 

7 002320 DUtE VWJBfPND PflOD) 0 E B® R Hofinteed 4 9 3 MHTO5 

B 2245-23 SVCMMC LODGE (15) (Bf) (Mis J R Ramsden} Us J Ramsdff592 KMaal? 

9 361111 SO AI4AZffG(28)(M (Mrs PanJaWariron) J 401 RLuntalO 

10 251006 KBORf (U)(D)(MsCCabei)PCffter590 HBhdtlB , 

11 B5334-3 PW401A8AC131 (rh3netLeesngljTitBd)PHamj4 813 GHtaU , 

12 110006 PRteBO PET (151) (W (Tlw Mdatn t Rate Parrod^il C Fatwct 488 I Tate 14 ] 

13 502006 50UPBnUL(U8)(D9(NtaWTOivJGa«r58G SDVMTOmU ' 

14 055306 OCHOS BUS (13) (C) (p) lUs H A Bui)) BRodiwril5B5 LOwneckA 

15 325606 BJIERACf* (183) Bffi (facing CLK NTeterASA Alain Cook (7) 3 

15 332460 KE MON PL1) (D) (SoKy Faormg Company Ltraed) U Butry 4 8 £_D H UcCriw (3) 12 

17 51B2S0 6RErASAM(25)p|^DaiiondRn«SBmlrc484 NCbM«2 

-17dbCTOte- 

BETTUi& 4-1 So Aiaachg, 11-2 ^camore Lod^, 61 Dances VWti Hooves, 61 Pitao Lara, 161 
Up h Ftanou, 12-1 Bpidos, AsHgora, 14-1 Queens Coasul, Date Vatatfcu, 161otTOn 
1995: Sanoffloar Cterrtiay 4 9 5 M Buth 62 IM H Eaaatiy) IB tan 

FORMGUDE 

Dancas WBh Ifaovaa fa more than capable of warning this judged on his Bwd of 21 to 
cool Edge 41 the Spring Mie at Doncaster's opening fixture. While Dances wwi Hooves fas 
been difficult to tram, sycamore LODGE has been drifieuit to wm with, ntuding when 
bHnhered and tried over a variety of dstances. Lite Dances Wfeh Hooves, however. Sycamore 
Lodjp finished W of running bi a big field at Doncaster cn ha reappearance, tnthestx- 
furtong tace won by Anao. That was Sycamore Lodge's firs not to Lynoa Ramsden and he 
nvgjtr be worm another chance after he mrt to Scnamhoret in testing fjoute ai Leices- 
ter. Ktra, Super Benz and Pine RrfgB Lad have ad won tor rurt handicaps IwLesEyrefol- 

tovlng a succcsatospdl on the fl6waher. so So Amazing ctxnmands respect So Amadngs 
first three Southwell wins were aB for Sally Han. however, and the fifly wifi find this han*- 
cap far tourer than her taes suxess. In a claiming raca. Queens Consd ran a tte same 
Leicester meeting as Sycamore Lodge an) tha gound was agaaist her. ATougftfrormun- 
ner on her (Lay. dfa sffauki do better on this suface but ner one wn last ywr was n a far 
less tncky race restricted to mares and fiaies. Primo Lara could be that bd fitter following 
his (ted to Pine Ridge Lad here 13 days ago. Selection: SYCAMORE LODGE 
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sport 



Eddy Merckx, three times Paris-Roubaix winner, negotiates the famous 'paves (hi Nonf 


JUST THE TICKET: What's on for the sporting spectator 


This weekend 
Toonr 

SPEEDWAY: Wo rid Champ. OfisniD Bntisn 
semi-lirub (Oxforj). Parade at 7.30pm. first 
race 7.45 Mrmssttn: ££ adults. £4 dni- 
dreaOAPs. £12 restauram. (Morn Spoc 
and Leisure Cerrre. Sandy Lane. Cawtey. fTet: 
01f!65 778970). 

TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL: FA Caning nuimerchoi Endsfe£h 
League am) Bern- Scwusn League. 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Slones Super League. OWom 
v Leeds i6.0(; Pans > WarVanglan 17 Oi. 

RUGBY UNOW Gwagp Ctte OvampoTsfap and 
insurance Corporation tnd. League. 

CRICKET: Three- itry match: CWouJ Unhersit/ m 
L ecestcrWn-e ilL30i rai The Paint. 

HOCKEY: VAamen's InTrmjijooat. Great Bntan v 
rientertaras r J-15. .fAiron iwtt. The men's 
[■looonai cmr-penm ™H also be hdtf. 

Programme; Hampstead and Westminswr , ip- 
y-ran •9.0i: Citato Hawks » rtartxame HO 50j: 
.'.aswi -super-Mare v Brorowy >12 401; Waning 
ton vLe»^!5 <5JOt. Admission: coveted £8. tan- 
t. ir>« £25. uncovered £6 aflUE. £J cMdren. 
£15 farmt,. The Suafcun. Sitwry BouKvart. M.i- 


PICK OF THE DAY 


SATURDAY/Jiido 

British Open Championships 

Birmingham 


nr. Keanes, nonhamutonshiie. (TeC 01903 
231X61. to 


The British Open Championships is 
one only two remaining open 
events in Europe and Olympic 
year has brought about increased 
interest with an entry reaching the 
600 mark. Korea, one of the 
world's strongest nations in this 
sport, wffl be participating joining 
players from Australia, Brazil and 
Europe at Britain's premier event 
There is also a large British entry, 
both squad members and players 
aspiring to reach international lev- 
el next season by gaining ranking 


poirrtsj which are dootte at this 
Open. The British womens Squad 
ts paiticufarfy strong. . wtb.Tnedal 
prospectsa reality. KateHoweycov. 
tests the und9r-72kg:. .category 
wH!eChe»yteF%elfi^inthe:un- 
der^lke, a class In which she won 
the jurtar world championship. 
Geoigina Sk^eton isranother ju- 
nior world champion arid her ex- 
perience has also tuioaght her the 
European title in the.qncfer-56 cat- 
egory. Competition starts at 9am, 
with finals from 3 JOpm. / . 

Honrto gat thane Itetftwar.WoccAWifc* 
KjntfEdv#wf stood, Bamfrigham. Junction 
6 at M& and flie Aivwls^voswl Aom 
Hie A38IM. IS minute waikl 


t KkUemnnsttf 17.45): Kotort* v Stercnafle 
dasfleU 17.45); Runcon 


(7.46); NtHtftwtch y MacdasftetO ( 

« SohbildEr 17.45); Southport t Moncambe 
( 7 . 451 ; uitokrtfv FanttonuBi (7.45). BaraScot- 
(tab laarfua Praoriar DMsion: Paruek v Ab- 
aoeen. Wednesday: Etropoan cup sana-Onate 
l tog: Nates (0) v jiwenus Oi: PanaOa- 


7.45); 


Bbcubum vWrtbledon (7.45); MmOkw LAd 
v Leeds (8J01: Neocaeftfev Southampton (T.45): 
Nontatfam Forest * Cownoy (7.45): SlKflieM 
Wed v Cheboa (7-45). EmtoSaMi bworanea 
Laapa R*t DMsion: LeceSErvOtaem (7.45): 
StaMvOwton (7.45): Tmvnaevlocmid'i. Sec- 
ond DfvMoa: Shrewsbury v Madam; SwmdOrt 


» Buniay (7.45). IlmmfCQK Giumm CuvVfln- 
' ~raStOar- 


i Onp MmMtaato aaomd tar Pans i 
‘ i Coni" 

Kl). 


man (1) v DsportHO La Corerta (0) (8.0); Rapid 
Vienna |lj v FeyenoaM l 


ham NewSBHRrafliMrnjmdaa. 
BdtilB, £1 cWdn^QM’s: 


2002222)-' 


(Be* Office 0121 


. Womens NaMral Lea&ie prcgzirTirne 
Racing (Ft* nxmUnaa h cwto** WARWICK: 
Cub £12 1 16 id 24-yearcMs Lai: Tacwsato fa 
Course £5 ' I JjQl. WOLVERHAMPTON (AWV: C*Jb 
£15; TanmoBs £6 i w members of Oomond 
OJa *A: vtefjmgResraiwrt £25.90 ncJuomgen- 
rance ana med. f7,0i. Aeeot (tentas £i&.;ju- 
n*v Marten 16-25 years, no# once). Grandstand 
and Patwoc* £JCt S4uer ftng £5. 12.0: Newton 
Abbot TatterjUs £8.£ft Course £4 Accompa 
red unier-lfis bee. '2-0) Sedsofiekb Raddoci-. 
£8 tOArt £4r. Course E3. ' 1.45). 
AEROBATICS: National Com pen dot (Sandvl. 
Pilots competing m me first national mere of 
the season will be given an unseen sequence 
of aerobatic figures on arrival and wm ffy the 
partem without practice. Competition is from 
10am to 4pm. Spectating is ftee. ad War- 
den Airfield is near Sandy. Bedfordshire. 
ATHLETICS: Bupa Interna tonal Road Races 
iSoutftseai. The start and finish on Clarence 
on Southsea seaborn is between the D-Day 
Museum end the Pyramid Centre. First race 
of 13 e at 1105am; the three international 
races are: mvraton men’s rr.ie at 12.40pm, 
the women's 5 urn at 105pm and the men's 
5km at L35pm. 

BOWIS: Enjjeh Men's Indoor Chamoandvps 
i Melton Mowbray). The Championships open 
vmh the fours first round at 9 -30am. 130pm 
and 6.15pm. On Sunday, the ouarter-taate ore 
at 9.30am, the serru- finals at 2pm. The first 
raurxf of the duties at 6. 15pm. Adrraoxm: to- 
monwi £i50pm, Suiday: £1 Mellon and fts- 
TOlncfoorBoNfingOJi.LacesterRMd.MrtDn 
Mowbray. Lewestwstwe. (Tet 01664 67428). 
BOXING: world Swing Qr^nisaoan wefier- 
weighi -NiampkJnshlp. Eamonn Lou^van 
i Ballymena, harder) v Jorge Luis Lopez iMeri 


iLrierpoofl. Other trees on cant WBO bftxn&e. 
championship: PaU Ww (Sco) v Baby Jake 
Mataia (SA. holderl; vacant WBO nter-con- 
tmersa) super-rrwMtewsaghl champlortshp'- Paul 


KORFBAUL: Natkjnal League Championship 
). Premer DMsion final: 


Waght v Stephen wason iScai. AOnsnon: £20, 


£50 ringside. Promotion starts at 
7 -30pm. Everton Park Sports Centre, Great 
Hornier Street, s off Scotland Road, north of 
Lrrerpooi city centre. (Tefc 0151 207 1921}. 
Brmsn s^n-mtddlew^it cnampiontfsp: En- 
siev Biri0i3m (Manchesw. hokJerl v Gary Lo- 
gan (Bruton). (Manchester). AzbresSon: £15. 
£25, £40 nngside. Programme starts at 
7.30pm. The Forum, Pomdswrk Lane, wyth- 
enshawe, is rune mies from Manchester city 
centre, close m jtnaton four, M56. (Teh 0151 
437 8367). 

EQUESTRIANISM: Pedigree Cmim Belton 
Park Horse Trials (Grantham). Marti Todd and 
Mary King are the leading ndere in the ad- 
vanced section. Novice and ImermedatE nd- 
ers compete tomorrow, with dressage stoning 
at &3Qpm. Mowed by cmsscoutiiy and shov 
jumping. On Sunday the advanced oosscar- 
try starts at 9am. with dressage and show 
jumping throughout the day. Admission: 
£7.50 per car. Belton Radi is three mrtas bom 
Grantham on A607 Lincoln mad and four m** 
from Al. 

FENCING: Cole Cup Osteworthl. The Ireama- 
tiona! sabre event, the WBumund of me Baltic 
Cup. opens with the men's Indvlduai com- 
petition lomonow from 9am. On Sunday, the 
team event wfll be contested, which includes 
a women's competition for the first time at 
these championships. 9 -30am start on each 
day. Sqeaating s free. West London InsututB. 
rstevwmh. Middtesex. is on A4. 


Finals (Crystal Palace). 

Mitcham v Croydon i8-45). The main event 
is preceded by die promotion play-off for the 
Premier Division: Borough Green v Trojans 
(Chfilehuret) (6.0) and the reserve division fi- 
nal: Voftnx (Brtxun) v Croydon 1720). Spec- 
tating is bee. Ciystai Palace National Sports 


RUGBY LEAGUE: I 
W0m v Bradfcnt (7^ 

RUGBY UNION: Tuesday: Heioaiwn Welsh 
LeaflM Hrat DMskin: umfi v Aberawn 
(7.01 Second DMsion: Tenby Uid v Dunvara 
17.01. Club Match: Cwmln v uras Keys (7.0). 
VY nrtnusli i) nsmtipa fMn~ r t iis m liiiii l fr rr» 


tkmlLa^e One: Ljaceatarv Sale (7^5). Ctab 
bes: Coventry v Moaetey (730); Preston 


Centra. Ledrbygton Rood, London 5EZS. (Tel: 
778 0131). 


0181 7781 
LACROSSE Women's Inte rna tio na l: Scodand 
v England (Etfcnbutfi). The annual meeting m 
■he WaniMat Homa Nation's toumamant stans 
at 230pm, preceded by the B htemaaonai at 
noon. Admlsslcn: £280 adJK, concessions lor 
chfldren. Rkxarton Campus, Henot Watt Urti- 


vendy, Bfftoagh, KsiMfvvrest of the aty cen- 
tre. Wmamock ni 


U N' S E CURED PER S ONAL l O A N S 



FREEPHONE 

0800 30 3000 


Quoting rvf: 91025/100 


■"For pnmlh) tntibUe Pawnaf TLauu for lunnea or 

I.IIUJ .W p-upcMjir n a J uJ m J Racet maumx jt jr Ot/ltV9ti. Airttaai 
qujtukd of our credli nu B wnlUHc on m|UeK. AS kani jur wbiect no Sana. 

You irnin bt aged 24 jm or oner uiid in receipt of a regular iiKDme. 

T)i'b o*r is not irrotifak in the Uc ol'Mm. F» rwr Kcumy ind ro improw our 
to yon, we mw reewd or iwoniref c*lls nude n> mi finm HmDnn Dima Bank. 

HimiUou Direci Bwl. a diwnMi of HFC BuL pi., ui audiornnl immutwa under 
die Broking Act IW7. Rqpcnmi Office Natrft S ore. tiTInJAii Wimfaar. 
Be ibli iir SL4 ITD. RepBmd in EnpLmd No. 1 1 17 JOS. 


tum-offanthe bypass. 

SAND YACHIWG: Bntch Champlorstip round 
(Braon). Raong tn die Wlh round of atght sorts 
at lOJOam tomorrow and Sunday. Compa- 
tition n Oaas V is very dose, with Chns Wngrt, 
the JaW champion nom Leeds, leading this 
group bpm Mkwr champion. Mike Hampton, 
bom UiugdwonSi, who is nyfrig out a new 
yacht. Ian Cootaon, the BlacN»d sailor who 
designs his own yechta, is leafing the larger 
Class 01. Brean sands is near Bumham-on- 
Sea. Somerset. 

SNOONBI: Europeai LM^JB (WhirWiqroupiL 
Seven players oompeta. but only flair proceed 
to (he ptey-offs m May. fillv/Obe deaded this 
weekend. Roaranvne: noon; Ronnie OSul t- 
varvKen Docherty (adn Baton; £10 adifts, 
£5 chUdien/OAPa); 4pm: Stave Davis v John 
Paroa (£10, £6): 8pm: Stephen Henry v Pe- 
ter Ebdon (£15, £5). Diamond Centre, Nene 
ParK MMk«taou0i. Northa mp t onsh ire. (Tel: 
01933 050345). 

TENPIN BOWUNCS PTBC (BracknefiJ. This 
w*toga«t lha PiwnterTerpn BomangOub, 
counts uxratds the Team England squad for 
1997. QusHytog talas dace tomorrow at 2pm 
and 4Jqpm, continuing on Sunday at 9am 
and 1L4S3TO. Sarrt-finafe totav at 3pm, wltJi 
the finals from 4J0pm. Spectarog is ftee. 
Hollywood Bowf. Tho Writ, Stampedhll Lane, 
BrackneO. Berkshire. (Tel: 013444 &37700). 
SUNDRY 

FOOTBALL: Auto Mftidscraens Shaid final: 
Rodwttram v Shrewsbury (3£)J (atWimbleyl. FA 
CatogPremtesriip; NewcasdevAson VBa (4 jOL 
Enddagh leagw Fra Dtwsron: Oiartton v Der- 
by (2.55); tosw«h v Norwich (3.0). BaiTs Scot- 
nsh t r^ u PnatMf Dw&ton: Hbemian v Oetoc 
(1.15). 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Stones Super Laa^ie: CasUe- 
tord v Mean (80K Sheffield v London (80j; St 
Helera v Hiadlotd (3.0). 

RUGBY UNUfl: Suney County Cup Flnat Sut- 
ton aid Epsom v Esher 0.0) (erOWBtoe5.Mo(- 
spurRorb). 


Match**: I 

Grasshoppers v Wftgm 1630). warn* Conan 
SMebfc Amiy v RAF (30) fat Twk*anharrr). 
CfflCWET: Monday: Unkrenity match (sacond 
day of Oiraa): OMn) UnkrenMy v lekresurahire 
(The Paiks). Other match (tint day of ton): 
HaiTOM II * En$md Under- 19. Wndnesday: 
IMvMKy matclies (fim day of Umm): Cam- 
bndge Unawsity v Gtamogan (Fanner's): Oxford 
UnMttsJty v Durtum (Tho Rita). Tt*»*lay: Coun- 
ty madrfi hirst day of four): Lflncasfire v YorA- 
snre <ou Trtftpa). 

RACfftG (F iat in— ttngs In capRai*): Monday. 
MUSSELBURGH: CklD £11; Tanersalls lO 
(OAFS and unemployed O). Accompanied un- 
dei-16fi free: (fine race ZO). Hodiam: CU> £9: 
Paddock £6 lOAPs £4i. (2.10). fl o u BnrelfcOuo 
£12; TatJwsatis £6 (DAP memoers of couse's 
Diamond Oub £4. accompanied under-lfis 
(reel. (2^0). Tuesday: PQUffiSTONE: Ctob £12 
(under- 16s free): TatteisaAs £850; Counre En- 
closure £4, o*Js £4 for each occupant (1_50). 
NEWMAIWET: CkJD £14 (16tD 2&war-0tos £&]; 
Grandstand and Paddock £10 H6 to 25-irear- 
ok»£5i; SAW Rng£3. GUI). HrehancasMon- 
daj. (2.10). Wedn esday : NEWMARKET: as 
Tuesday. (2.0). PONTEFRACT: Chib £12: Pad- 


dock £& Surer Ring £3.50. 12.45). Chal- 
‘ ' nd Tar 


HOCKEK Ntmanal morLoaox (MtonKewies, 
e v vteMtwjajprn.Mani 


see Saturday): Hotxxnet 


(iljOK l«ws v bonfcn i LOK MDreiMon v Harr- 
- h); Bromley v OKfwd 


and Westmnster (3.0): 

(&X». 

AMBOCAN FOOTBALL: World Lfiagua: Lon- 
dto ManaifiB vScttt* Oa^notes (White Hart 
Lane). The prospect of WiMlam "The Fudge" 
Perry taking the field for London and Gann 
Hastings appsamg tor the Claymores has 


tanhanE CU) and Tattereals combined £12 
Quntors, 16-24 years, £8); Raster's Enclosure £5. 
020). Thuedoy: NEWMARKET; as Tuesday. 
(2.0). RfWt Oub £12; Tuferaafh ££: 5A«r 
Rng £4; couse £2 (acoompaned uidw- 10s free 
al enclosures). C-30). Ayr Dub £16; Graid- 
stand £8 (DAPs haff-pnee). CL20). Friday: NEW- 
BURY: Memben £13: Tattanans £8; SAw Ratg 
a (OAPs half pnee). (2.10). THRSK: Oub £13: 
Tatrerasfis £8 (OAPs £4); Faulty Enclosure £2 
i OAPs £1.50). Accompaied under- IBs baa. 
(2.15). Ayr: as Thuraday. (20). 

NEXT WEEKEND 
POOIBAU;) 

and Bers ScodMi 1 _ 

League First DMsion: Stodennf v ! 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Saturday: Stones Super 
Leagie: CsstfetoTO v Ofitam [GDI. Smtojr: 
Shines Super League: Kaufmv St Helens; Leeos 
v Sheffield Esdes: London Broncos v Wtorfsug- 
inn Towi (at Oiatitu) AtttMql; Wamngron v FWis. 
RUGBY UNION: Saturday: Insurance County 
Oianrotonshv Fnal: Gtoucestersiwe v war- 
vndishire 13.01 fat TwcAenham). Courage 
Otos 1 Crempionshd) tvanousi, He»wken Wefen 
League oto Insurance Corporation hsti LeagJe. 
CRICKET: Saturday: Tetley's Shrek) (first day 
of hurt: Errand A v The Rest tCbeknston), n- 
i Malcfws I first 
y v Derbyahne 
. i: Oxford Uni- 
versitv v Mlditiesex (The Parte). Sunday: One- 
day Match: Lancashoe vVoriiBhre (DU Traflud). 
RACING: Satwday: NEWBURY: Members US: 
Tattersaib £10; SArer Rmg £3 (OAPs half puce). 
12-0). THIRSK: os Frday. (2.15). Ascot Mem- 
oem 02 (AnorMembeis 16-25 rears, had onrel; 
Granwarw aid Paddock Eft saw Rug £S. &15). 
Asm Quo £20; Grarabtsno &UOAPS halt-pncel. 
lL55). Bangor. Paddock £3: Course £4 (undor- 
15s free al enclosures). (2001. StretfOnb Club 
£12; Tanereens £8; Course £4. (5.30). 


Plan ahead 

For the first time since 1982. (he world 


added ttsrest to this opening match of the 
teeaotoc 


season. £1&50 tickashae add out. but seas 
are (NJWabte 3t £12^0 and £7^0. The match 
at Tottenham Hotspur FC kicks off at 3pm. 
CYCLING: Archer Grand Prtt (BeaconsfieM. 
Buckinghamshire). The Premier Calendar 
went, a lO&mde race, starts from Sir WSBam 
Ramsay School. Rosa Avenue, HsJonere.at 
11am and covers a rtne-fap circuit of Aiter- 
shamto Beaoonsfieto. finishing on A3S5 (Bea- 
consfiekJ to Amersftam) V« mje before 
Ma®*es fttofic House at 3pm. The route paffi- 
esSe visages dJ wmchmore »n (dose by). 
Perm Street (off A404). Knotty Green (B474). 
EQUBSIRIAMSM: SprmgWtoilangWHh Heavy 
Horses tffireroafi. The wortartg displays nt- 
vokre horses such as Shires. Parcherons, 
Oydesdates. Ardennes and SutfOfcs. Ftet de- 
ploys from 10.30Brn. Arareesion: £3 adults. 
£2 OAPs, £1 children. Lower Btoreme Farm. 
Breteme. Rm&vood. HanpsMre. Further de- 
tate: 01444 242414. 

MOTOR RACffNS: Bnosh Fbnnua Three Oram- 
ptonsHp fThrwaoni. Qualifying starts at 
9J.Qam.il 


back cycliQg championships are being 


staged in Britain, at the purpose- 1 
Manchester Wetodrome (WssummetThe 
five-day event, from 28 Aigust to 1 Sep- 
tember, Invotves specialist ridere from 
mere than 30 countries. 

me indoor 250-metre track, opened 
in 1994 and also the venue fiv the 2002 
Commonwealth Games, will play host 
to 12 track disciplines for men and 
women. The programme Includes high- 
ly charged sprints, sapping pursuits and 
tnrimng chases In the points races. 

Chris Boardmart, Graeme Obree 
and Yvonne McGregsr compete for 
Britain and as the championships fol- 


low on from the Olympic Games, there 
win be an array of char 


array of champions. Obree 
i 4,000m pursuit title and 


940am. with racing at 2pm. Adnusston: £10 
adufes, cMdren tea. Thruaon Orcut is five refes 


west of Andover. Hampshire, an A303. (Tel: 
01264 772696). 

SNOOKER: Euopean League OnMnttorouei). 
Rogyemme; noom John Parrott v Pater Ed- 
barc 4pm: JSmmy Whte v Ken Docherty. 8pm: 
Stephen Hanrey v Stave Dsvts. Admlsaton de- 
tails at Stfuraay. 

TABLE TENNIS: British League oroffamme: 
St Meets v Diumchspel Glasgow (Table ten- 
nis Chto, Rheremaad. The Common. Si 
Neots. Huntingdon. Camortdgssfure, 230 
start); Htasham v Linda Famw (Broadbndgp 
HeathLelsureCentraWidihurailane.Braed- 
bndge Heath. Horsham. West Sussex. 230): 
Unccto v DarKn^jn fRustor Marocrv Sport and 
SocialCka. Newok Road. Lnooln. 2.151; Teem 
Rente) v BIT. Grove (Pertel Acaaemy Spans 
Hati, 49 Cortie Green Road. Pflgnm Hatch. 
Brentwood. Essex. 2J0). 


Next week 

FOOIBAUL (730 untow stated): Monday: FA 
Carflng hwWtnMp: Areenal v Tottanham 
( 8 . 0 . tMdar-xa bumattrat HWn » North- 
ern Mara far Rsoecowse Ground, wredmv- 
Friendly Match; MwranMd v VltoMs (7.45). 
Tuesday: iWa Cup amkflnais snnnnrl tog 

Barcelona (2) v BMn Munch tti (8.0): Bor- 
droux il) v Stawa Prague (Oi. FA Carting P«- 
mlemhlp: Everton v Liverpool. 


defends his 
already there is interest for the fits two 
days when he and Boerdman, the 1994 
champion, are likely meet 

Fbr visitors wishing to stay over, the 
National Cprtng Centre can provide a 
Manchester Accommodation Guide. 
Car parking is free and there is a su- 
pervised hike park. 

wood naA acting OBrrptonshps, Manchester 
VakxZome. 28 Augusi to 2 September. 
National CycBng Cantre. Atoncflester Vato- 
tbwne. Sorarr Sbeet htocarotf off Aston New 
Hoad e<662J. between M a nchester and Aai- 
Byyunier-Ljme. nsorDroylesdenondivoctted 
fmm AE62 ws Owbetf Sneer. 

Rqjyamme: W te to anfay r 9onMx»n.' 3- 9pm. 
ThLvk^4-aYnfitt^9ar>noon:4-aYn.&x- 
(TOay: 1030-U.30am: 3- Ppm Suntiy 3- 7pm. 
Uc kets Premium day: £10 actmts. £5 CW- 
dren undsr-ieKMPi. Standard day: £8. £4. 
8Ua -d a y: £35. £1A Access fortisMeABoaK- 

era Manchester Vfetotfronra'sMrt^re^ 
Manchester MU 40Q, OndK can/ bookings: 
01B1 230 2307 or 2300 Personal celfers 
af (to National Otfirig Centre: weekdays 9am- 
flflrn; weekends 9am- 5pm. 


s Lniigaa Rut Ptvtowi : Port veto « 
(7.45); sundsTUnd v Butnindiam 
Second Df> 


Gnmaoy 

(7.45): wattow V Readng a ASs. : 
vfalon: cnestorfieM v WaKtoi (7.45): (Won] UM 
v Notts County (7.45); VWnmbe v Rotheiham 


Details of forthcoming events wilh 

information on tickets and venues 
should be sent to: The Sports 
Desk, The Independent 1 Cana- 
da Square. Canaiv Wharf, London 
E14 5DL. Fax: 0171 2 93 285M. 

Compiled by Paul Maher 


Hu nd red yea rs war _ in 
‘Hell of the North’ 

I L't.ll-tr 


Photograph: Presse Sports 


The gnarled route of the Paris 
to Roubaix race has left a deep 
and lasting impressi on over the 
last 100 years, mainly on its 
contestants. 

Queen of the Classics or 
Hell of the North, whichever 
nickname you choose depends 
on your fate in the oldest, 
toughest and dirtiest race whose 
reputation stems from 56 kHo- 
metres of cobbled farm tracks. 

On Sunday, nearly 200 rac- 
ers assemble in Compiegne, 
north of Paris, to race to in- 
dustrial Roubaix, near Lille. In 
1896 the first winner, Josef Fis- 
cher, spent nine horns in the 
saddle. This weekend's 270 
kilometres should take the suc- 
cessful seven and a half hours. 

The route remains as tradi- 
tional as crossan Is, but riders are 
no longer paced by tandems, 
cars or motor cycles, and they 
don’t have to sign in at check- 
points. Telegrams giving up- 
dates on the race were sent to 
the finish from villages on the 
route in 1896. Now milli ons 
watch it on worldwide television. 

The flatlands of northern 
France have hit the heat of 
majjy conflicts, and VEnfer du 
Nord got its nam e when the race 
organisers saw what Fiist World 
War shelling had done to their 
beloved route. 


Robin Nichoil celebrates the centenary 
of the Paris-Roubaix classic cycling race 


It was hell long before that. 


- - 3«S . . 

grinding men and machines in 
its “jaws”, those uneven cobbles 
known as pores to the French. 
The dung-coated soil filters on 
to the course, and a farmyard 
odour wafts from the showers 
as weary finishers swQl off their 
muddy masks and caked legs. 

Bernard Hinault won in 
1981. but the five-times winner 
of the Tour de France said: “1 
detest this stupid race," an 
opinion strengthened when a 


dbg sent him crashing. 


_je course has survived 
plans to tarmac its distorted 
path, even to the point of rais- 
ing a petition. There have been 
great performances, unexpect- 
ed heroes, man)' broken bikes 
and broken dreams, and 
enough injustice to keep an ap- 
peal judge busy for years. 

The victory fanfare rang out 
over the Roubaix Velodrome in 
1908 but CvriHe van Hauwaert, 
the leader the crowds expected 
to see, had been detained by the 
police. A gendarme al the velo- 
drome gates insisted on checking 
the tax plate on the Belgian's bike 
and refused to let him pass until 
he had seen that it was a current 


disc His lead was enough to en- 
sure that his victory- and Bel- 
aum's first of many, was safe. 

In 1927 Joseph Cartel w3s car- 
ried shoulder-high by fellow 
Frenchmen as “La Marsellaise 
rang out Then, resisting abuse 
and threats- an official an- 
nounced the venfict had gone to 
a Belgian, Georges Roosse. 

Two years later Ronsse 

crashed on the final comer of a 

cinder-trad: finish and ran into 
second place, his damaged bike 
on his shoulder. When the judges 
stopped the main field from 
contesting the finish, the dis- 
gusted crowd invaded the crack, 
angry that a prestigious race 
should be decided on cinders. 

Jean Marechal was stripped 
of victory in 1930 because he 
had forced his Belgian rival, 
Juiien Vervaecke. into a ditch. 
Fate was against Vervaecke: in 
1940 he faced a firing squad. 

Roeer Lapebie was first 
home'in 1934 but was disqual- 
ified for using an unofficial 
machine. He borrowed a 
woman’s bike from a spectator 
when his own had a puncture. 

Britain still awaits a winner. 
Barry Hoban was third in 1972, 


but Sean Kelly has twice given 
Ireland success. Fischer s inau- 
gural victory is also remembered 
for a gutsy Welshman, Arthur 
Linton, who was giving Rich- 
er a hard rime until a wander- 
ing dog felled him. 

It was no easier for Fischer. A 

bolting horse, then cows Mock- 
ing the course, had the German 

twitching before, covered in bou- 
quets and clutching a glass of 
champagne, he signed the fin- 
ishers register 30 minutes before 
the second rider, Charles Mey- 
er. an-ived Linton was fourth, 43 
minutes and many punctures 
after Fischer. Four months lat- 
er Union died of typhoid fever. 

Nine months after the 1949 
race the official result was al- 
tered and victory was shared by 
Andre Mafte. who had entered 
the track through the door of 
ihe press tribune after befog 
sent off course, and Serse Cop-g 
pL to whom victory had been 
awarded for befog first to com- 
plete the correct course. 

Canada’s Steve Bauer did not 
have to wail so long, but in 1990 
it was just as agonising. His pho- 
to-finish with Eddy Planckaert 
went to the Belgian by a cen- 
timetre. “To come so close and 
not win. That hurt more than 
anything," Bauer said. It sound- 
ed' like an echo in heli. 


(7.45) . TNirt DMstou: Camtodge Utd v ftesmn 

(7.45) ; Oolctwsw V G*nffiarn (745); HeraAm 
v Plymouth; Mansfield vftodirt* (7.45): Scurv 
Bmpe v Bury. GM VtaxhaA Conferanco: Bxh 


rains (1) v A*ax (0) (840). FA Cortina Pre- 
rcte KU p c Aston VHa v West Ham (7-‘ 


‘Fans are at long last realising that they 
do have some power in football today’ 


Fmm Mr ft Officer 
Sir. Isn't it ironic that it took 
low attendances at the FA Cup 
semi-finals to highlight a prob- 
lem that has been around for 
years? This being loyal sup- 
porters having to pay tnffatp-H 
ticket prices because the pow- 
ers that be know they have a 
captive market and take ad- 
vantage time and rime again. 

Fortunately, al the semis, the 
script did notrim quite true to 
formas in the past Fans are at 
long last re alisin g that they do 
have some power in football to- 
day. Supporters organisations 
such as the Football Sup- 
porters' Association and the 
growing number of Indepen- 
dent Supporters' Associations 
are leading the fightback 
against what can only be 
termed as an a oppressive 
regime by football authorities 
in general as they seek ways to 
make more revenue out of 
their most precious posses- 
sion, the paying public. 

Supporters have always been 
the fall guvs in any financial cri- 
teria concerning football Take 
for instance (he treatment fans 
receive at away fixtures where 
they are often charged more 
than home fans for frequently 
inferior accommodation, where 
no concessions are made avail- 
able for away juniors or OAPs. 
When taking this up with the 
Football League they say it is the 
responsibility of the individuaj 
clubs to decide pricing policy. 

I hope this is a turning point, 
that more fans will begin to 
question the right of “the men 
in suits” to manipulate this 
great game of ours, often to 
their own ends. It is about 
time wc were given a much big- 
ger say in foe process and 
future of football. 

Yours, 

BOB OFFICER 
High Wycombe 


SPORTS LETTERS: THE GREAT TICKET DEBATE 


The cost of tickets to the FA Cup semi-finals, the Football Association's; 
response to the controversy and the overall price of going to football 
continue to attract a strong reaction from independent readers: - 
Here we print a further selection of your views- 1 \ 


tantiy, what proportion is just 
dear profit? 

The FA must realise that 
with the strength of television 
sports coverage, both terrestrial 
and satellite, fans have a much 
cheaper chance to see games. 
However, the television powers 
that be are in the same race as 
the FA, with “pay as you watch" 
matches exclusive to satellite on 
the horizon. Whether in the 
ground or in foe comfort of 
their own home, fans are in- 
evitably held to ransom. 

This year Manchester Unit- 
ed seem to have done nicely 
from the FAs pricing policy, 
playing in one Cup semi-final 
and staging foe other. But it’s 
catch 22 for clubs like Bolton, 
Southampton and Coventry 
who don't have the grounds or 
facilities to attract this poten- 
tial revenue. If you haven’t 
got it, there’s Jess and Jess 
chance of getting it these days. 
Yours, 

PHILIP AVERY 
Winchester 


pledged to rise by no more than 
inflation for the rest of the 
decade. 

Once I would travel foe shatt- 
er distances to see Arsenal's 
away games fa foe north and 
Midlands but the pricing polity 
of most dubs in these regions 
now renders that prohibitive. As 


National Express has a scheme 
that allows children to go free, 
it is often cheaper to take my ... 

daughter to Highbury than to portere’ representatives to their 
local’ grounds. Ridiculous.! Match and. Ground Cumraittee, 
When I attended the FA Yours, 


The fans have not gaaied 
from foehuge amounts of mon- 
ey Utdewcods* the BBC and 
Sky have given to foe BA to 
^xiosorandscreenjliese events. 
Perhaps they might spend some 
of foe money on the supporters 
by reducing foe price of tickets! 

' They could also involve foe 
supporters’ associations in the 
review of foeir pricing policy or, 
more radically, appoint sop- 


From H Margolis 
Sin David Aaronovitcb (‘Emp- 
ty seats are price of greed’, 3 
ApriO is dead right. L, too, am 
a Spurs season ticket holder 
and am seriously considering 
whether to renew next year. For 
an expensive £512 I have to 
stand in a crowded, litter- 
strewn corridor to drink a dis- 
gustingly weak, over-priced 
cup of tea out of a paper cup. 

We are asked to get to the 
ground early but, when we do. 
there is nowhere- to sit down 
comfortably for an hour for a 
quiet drink unless we pay more 
to join an Executive^ or ‘Cen- 
lenaiy Club. lean no longer get 
tickets for away matches by post 
- 1 have to queue for (hem. 

J would lake Alan Sugar's 
‘concert) 1 with a pinch of salt. 1 
recently wrote to him suggest- 
ing he left foe comfort of The 
Director’s Box and spent some 
time experiencing match day 
with foe ordinary season-tick- 
et holders. 1 also’ suggested he 
considered reducing seat prices. 
1 got no reply. 

Yours, 

H MARGOUS 
London 


From Mr DC Pemberson 
Sin 1 thought Sky having this 
contact with the Premier League 
for the televising of matches 
would lead to lower admission 
prices for chase attending match- 
es in person. AH it has done has 
made football dubs and the 
people who run them even 
greedier. The prices people are 
expected to pay are extortionate. 

In a way, I hop? this leads to 
stadiums with hardly anybody 
in them and lacking atmos- 
phere. Sky might think it was 
not worth renewing their Pre- 
mier League contract and in so 
doing teach football’s admin- 
istrators a lesson. 

Yours, 

DAVTD C PEMBERSON 
Hampshire 


From Mr A Marks 
Sin I am an Arsenal supporter 
whose loyalty stretches to hold- 
ing a season ticket and taking 
out a Bond in 1991, not to men- 
tion 430-mile round trips to see 
them play at home. In return 
my experiences have been as 
follows: 


Cup semi-final in 1993 al Wem- 
bley, I paid £16 and I was not 
in foe cheapest seats. Why have 
prices doubled in three years? 

Buying the bond hurt finan- 
cially but it was worth it I have 
never been made to feel 1 was 
being taken for granted. 1 feel 
for fans excluded by the rise fa 
prices for individual matches, 
although Arsenal’s are rela- 
tively low and are foe same for 
Milan or Manchester United as 
they are for Wimbledon or 
Hartlepool. As for visiting oth- 
er team's grounds as I once did . 
10 times a season, 1 feel I am 
befog exploited in most cases 
and foe prices charged remain 
a deterrent to taking my daugh- 
ter. 

I thought I ought to explain 
why I am satisfied with my 
club's performance in this area. 
Fans of other clubs 1 have spo- 
ken to do not feel the same way, 
with good reason. It's not just 
money, it's about feeling valued 
and appreciated. 

Obviously my reward has in- 
cluded watching my team be 
highly successful in recent sea- 
sons but, for most fans, going to 
football is about much more. It’s 
about feeling part of their dub. 
Having to travel 230 mDes to see 
my boyhood dub play means Kb. 
tie to me and to the many oth- 
ers who do likewise, because it 
feels like going home. Will fu- 
ture generations feel the same 
way? At this rate, I doubt it 
Yours, 

ANDREW MARKS 
West Yorkshire 


DAVTD SID DELL 
Warrington 


FrpmMrfWbife .. _ - 

Sin 1 returned from holiday two 
days before foe semi-foil to 
find that I would have to fork 
out 130 for a ticket T was able 
to afford fteprice; but il is ex- 
tremely unlikely- that I would 
have attended any replay. 

Prices have escalated and 
■little consideration is giveB to 
supporters. Last year 1 paid 
£40-phis for foe Coca-.Cola 
Cup final It was playedat 5pm 
on a Sunday, which does not 
strike me as being convenient 
for the fans who had to travel. 

An FA Cup final ticket in 
1989 cost me £32 for a seat di- 
rectly behind a wide srandtioq. 
1 was able to see only one half 
of the pitch at any fane and end- 
ed up sitting in an aisle so that 
I could have a decent view. 

Scant attention is paid to foe 
wishes of supporters and, al- 
though facilities have improved, 
they stiU leave much to be de- 
sired. The football authorities 
and dubs appear intent on grab- 
bing as much financial reward as 
they can muster at foe expense 
of the fans. Action must be 
taken immediately to ensure 
the game remains affordable for 
foe average spectator. 

Yours faithfully 
IAN WOLFE 
Liverpool 


season ticket (currently 


From Mr P Avery 
Sir: 2 am concerned over foe 
“survival of the richest" battle 
in football, which seems to 
have intensified in recent years. 
In terms of the FA’s policies on 
ticket prices. I want to know 
where the revenue from, say a 
£38 semi-final, ticket, goes to? 
How much pays for security, 
policing etc, but more impor- 


entities me to admission 
to all Premier League matches 
phis the first seven Cup ties at 
Highbuiy. If I watch 14 games, 
I end up paying foe same per 
game as 2 would have done on 
a raatch-by-match basis- beyond 
that I am paying less. In 1994, 
when Arsenal played Sampdo- 
ria in the Cup-Winners' Cup 
semi-final I was charged £7 as 
the cup-tie allocation had been 
used, but this price was the sea- 
son's cost of the ticket divided 
by 28. 1 was impressed by the way 
Arsenal did not use the match’s 
status as an excuse to rip fans off 
As a bond-holder, I am al- 
lowed to claim an extra ticket for 
Cup finals, which enabled ray 
daughter (o join me at Wemb- 
ley for both domestic finals in 
1993. 1 am sent the club maga- 
zine for free. The first 1.000 
bond-holders were pho- 
tographed with players, etc, 
and given a framed certificate, 
small gestures that show Arse- 
nal try to return bur loyalty. The 
price of the season ticket is 


From Mr C Burrows 
Sir: Those of us at the British 
Embassy in Athens who take a 
keen interest fa football have 
been following closely your 
debate about ticket prices. - 
_ In just under two weeks' 
time, a group of us will be tak- 
ing our seats fa one of foe best 
equipped stadia fa Europe, 
foe Olympic stadium in Athens, 
to watch foe second leg of foe 
European Cup semi fatal be- 
tween Panathfaaikos and Ajax. 
The cost? About £6. 

Yoors, 

CHRIS BURROWS 
Athens 


From Mr P Stephenson. ■ 
Sir I'm not one to stand upibr 
the FA but I'd happily give up 
five dire D-Cl draws at Swansea 
for one Cup tie like Chelsea v 
Manchester United. The - real 
outrage is £7.50 to suffer 
through 90 minutes of relent- 
less mediocrity at the botttfai 
of the Second Division. It 
makes £38" look like a snip. 

Yours, .- 

PAl/L STEPHENSON . - 
Swansea 


From D SiddeR 
Sin May I say, as a Liverpool 
season ticket holder who re- 
fused to pay £30 to watch foe 
match, how pleased I was to see 
how much of your back page 
you gave over to the scandal of 
foe FA Cup semi-final ticket 
prices. I noted the totally in- 
adequate comments of the FA 
with their typical response af- 
ter the event. Perhaps one day 
they will think of the fans 
before a big match. 


From Mr S PiUdngton 
Sin Graham Kelly's defence of- 
FA ticket pricing poDcy was a 
masterpiece of IDogica] rea- 
soning, blatant hypocrisy and 
smug complacency which every 
Soccer fan will dismiss with 
contempt 

However , the most nauseat- 
ing part was his pious litde- 
homily at. the end: “We care 
about foe fans because over-* 
wbelmingly we and our families 
are fans. If this is foe case, how 
much do you and your cohorts j 
from foe FA have to 'pay for 
tickets when you attend a big 
match with your families, Mr 
.Kelly? .. ;; . 

Yours dncez«i«'. v .. . . 
STEVE PIUONGTON ‘ . 

Stockport 
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The man in the middle of rugby union's civil war 
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Brittle: controversial figure 


D would be impossible to exau- 
geratc the depth of 01-feeling the 
aHiance of major dubs gathered 
under the banner of EPRUC 
have for Cliff Brittle. Alas for 
them it is not Brittle they are 
fighting but another alliance, an 
unholy one of the English Coun- 
ties and the broad swathe of 
Rugby Football Union mem- 
bership for whom professional- 
ism means nothing. 

These are the people who wflJ 
not acquiesce in a few big clubs 
tiying to push the union - and 
by extension them - around, 
though this is scarcely fair on the 

big clubs when all they arc try- 


Sig whicMias K^t^n Steve B ^ e assesses the RFU chief executive, who beat the 
imposed on them. establishment candidate for the job but is now facing a rebellion 


imposed on them. establishment candid 

N^w professionalism has 

come, they* * have quite property position of strength, no matter 
embraced it and wish to make it that until his election when he de- 
) vor ~ ™ ^ °f the RFU is at foaled John Jeavons-Fellows. 


tfcsa indifferent to their problems 
and at worst downright hostile to 
the very idea of professionalism, 
and this 54-year-old retired busi- 
nessman is the standard-bearer 
of every single one of the many 
and varied interests ranged 
against the big clubs. They don't 
like iu and they don't like him. 

Brittle, in his role of RFU ex- 
ecutive chairman, speaks from a 


that until his election when he de- 
feated John Jeavons-Fellows, 
the executive's own unanimous 
nominee - his was not among the 
union's highest profiles. The 
zenith of his playing career had 
been a period with Sale but for 
the most part he was confined K> 
his native Stoke, for whom he 
played mainly at centre. 

He also played and coached 
Staffordshire, the county he has 
represented on the RFU com- 


mittee since 1989, though in fact 
he lives in tax exCe on the Isle of 
Man. EPRUC would just as 
soon he went back there never to 
return. Hence their appeal yes- 
terday to BiO Bishop, die RFU 
president, to involve himsell On 
Tuesday, when Brittle delivered 
the RFU's pronouncements. 
Bishop was notable by his absence 
- virtually the first time he has 
missed any of the union's media 
events this season. The story 
goes that he was at Twickenham 


but had been prevented from at- 
tending by Brittle. 

Before and since, the clubs 
have conducted a campaign of 
personal vilification which has 
upset Brittle, though it has not 
persuaded him to withdraw nor 
anyone at the RFU to make that 
decision for him. Last week 
Brittle alum came to blows with 
Sir John Hall of Newcastle when 
they sat down in a doomed at- 
tempt to find common ground. 

This week the war of words has 


been marginally more subtle but 

no less poisonous. Fits* Brittle ac- 
cused the chibs of breakingagm- 
tleman’s agreement not to 
negotiate through the media. 
Yesterday EPRUC came back 
with the self-same accusation 
against Brittle, also accusing 
him rtf surreptitious dealing in al- 


scribe Tbny Halletl, the secre- 
tary, as a man he could do busi- 
ness with. But it is evident 
Brittle would first have to be re- 
moved. “He has selectively 
gone public on certain discus- 
sions at private meetings,” Kerr 
complained yesterday. 

“Having acme this and also 
sanctioned Fran Cotton's 


Ballesteros 
up to his 
’ old tricks 

Andy Farrell watches a golfing legend 
trying to recapture his former glory 


This is the 60th US Masters 
and the 10th anniversary of 
Jack Nicklaus' record sixth 
victory. It is, therefore, just un- 
der 10 years and a week since 
a friend of the Golden Bear cut 
out an article in the Atlanta 
Jounud-Constitution and taped 
it to the fridge door in the 
house the Nicklaus clan rent- 
ed for Lhe week. 

Tom McCollister, the pa- 
per's golf correspondent, had 
written: “Nicklaus is gone, 
done. He just doesn’t have the 
game anymore. Jt's rusted 
from lack of use. He’s 46. and 
nobody that old wins the Mas- 
ters.” 

Nicklaus shot seven under 
for the last 10 holes, brilliant 
even by his standards, and 
has never let McCollister for- 
get it. “Thanks, Tbrn," the 
Bear said as McCollister 
walked into the victory press 
conference. “Glad I could 
help,” came the reply. 

In 1996, Seve Ballesteros, 
seven years younger than 
Nicklaus was then, would need 
an industrial-sized freezer to 

off k toe” *1980* imd" 1 ® 
Masters champion. “Clueless.” 
screamed a headline in Sports 
Illustrated. 

An American golf magazine 
coupled Ballesteros with Nick- 
laus in a category of those 
needing miracles to win this 
week, saying: “Can’t find the 
fairway with three marshals 
and a seeing-eye dog.” 


Atlanta 


Then on Tuesday, the 
Spaniard's 39th birthday. USA 
Today told its readers not to 
watch Ballesteros play. “If you 
have fond memories of this 
swashbuckling Spaniard man- 
ufacturing shots from car 
parks, trees, bushes and bram- 
bles all over the world, don't 
watch him this week. If you had 
the feeling he would make no 
worse than par no matter what 
the circumstances, the cur- 
tain is drawn on that show.” 

Two missed cuts, a last place 
finis h, and a back injury induced 
withdrawal was not the way 
Ballesteros would have wished 
to have entered his 20th Mas- 
ters. But there were plenty 
who ignored the “don't watch" 
advice yesterday morning. As 
he was among the dew-sweep- 
ers in the eighth two-bail of the 
morning, there were too many 
others to observe. Presumably, 
though, they were not there to 
see ins playing partner, Jeff 
Maggert, the US tour's an- 
swer to David Gilford 

It was a beautiful Georgian 
morning, with no hint of the 
frost ofthe previous day when 
walking on the grass was pro- 
hibited. “It turns the grass 
yellow and that won’t look 
good on television,” said the 
security guard Twenty four 
hours later, Ballesteros did 
his best to oblige by finding 
bunkers off the first two tees. 

On the front nine, he was in 
five bunkers and failed to get 
up and down from greenside 





Seve Ballesteros plays out of the bunker during his round of 73 at Augusta yesterday 


sand at the fourth and seventh. 
Bui only once was he in the 
trees, earlier at the seventh. 
When the recovery did not mar 
teriaiise, the unthinkable was 
thought: perhaps it was time to 
leave the great one and catch a 
glimpse of the early pacesetter., 
the Crewe Cowboy. 

Perseverance paid off at the 
par-five 15th. His four-wood 
second shot went left, hit the 
wall of Sarazen’s bridge that 
spans the pond in front of the 


green and bounced into a kind 
petition from which he could 
chip and putt for a birdie. “It 
was a good break," he said. “As 
you know, I am always lucky.” 

The genuine Ballesteros re- 
covery finally arrived at the 
last, where he was in Lhe trees 
on the right. “What are we go- 
ing to do now?" said a worried 
Martin Gray, his relatively new 
caddie. “No problem," Balles- 
teros told him. He promptly 
hooked the ball round and over 


the two trees in front of him, 
and it came off the bank on the 
right to finish just off the green, 
15 feet from the flag. Of course, 
then he almost chipped in for 
a birdie that would have got him 
back to level par. 

“it was a great shot," said the 
smiling Spaniard. “I had to 
clear a small tree in front of me. 
and a bigger one a bit further 
away. And also move it 45 de- 
grees from rigfat-to left I almost 
holed the chip. It would have 


Photograph: Allsport 

been a good way to finish.” A 
one-over 73 in only his ninth full 
round of the year, while he is 
still getting used to his new Co- 
bra clubs, and with a throat in- 
fection, was a good start. 

“I played a little better to- 
day," Ballesteros said. “It was 
steady, but not exciting. My tem- 
po was better.” Can he win, like 
Nicklaus 10 years ago? Not 
even Seve is expecting that, 
but he is worth watching for a 
few years yet. 


under 


Final reprieve for Fairbank 


Olympic Games 


Organisers of this summer’s 
Games said yesterday that their 
S1.7bn (£1.13bn) project would 
be ready for the opening cere- 
mony in exactly 100 days, de- 
spite reports of chronic delay 
and missed deadlines. 

“[The projects] that are un- 
finished are unfinished by de- 
sign,” Billy Payne, the chief 
executive of the Atlanta Com- 
mittee for the Olympic Games, 
said. “We wfll be ready to cel- 
ebrate the best Olympic Games 
ever, which will begin in 100 
Wrays' time. 

“All of the construction is now 


completed The venues are ex- 
tremely safe, they are extremely 
beautiful and they are extremely 
functional,” he said. 

Payne was responding to a 
flurry of media reports winch al- 
lege a litany of delay and dis- 
aster in the ambitious Olympic 
reconstruction which is trans- 
forming Atlanta's city centre. 

Despite Payne’s assurances, 
a mountain of work remains to 
be done at many venues and 
Olympic sites to prepare them 
for the world’s biggest sporting 
event from 19 July to 4 August. 
Non-ACOG projects such as 
repaving freeways and replant- 
ing verges has made the city a 
gigantic hard-hat site. 


Centennial Olympic Park, at 
the heart of the city and the 
main public focal point for the 
Games, is still full of diggers and 
potholes, with little showing 
through the mud to indicate its 
finished form. 

Work at the aquatics centre is 
delayed because of a construc- 
tion accident. Other venues, in- 
cluding the shooting complex 
and the whitewaler sports venue 
on the Georgia -Tenn essee bor- 
der, are behind schedule. 

The most embarrassing delay 
so far was the chaos involving 
a six-nation pre-Olympic hock- 
ey tournament, which had to use 
a university campus pitch in- 
stead of the Olympic venne. 


Rugby League 

DAVE HAD FIELD 

Bradford Bulls’ veteran for- 
ward, Karl Fairbank, has been 
cleared fora first Challenge Gy 
final appearance later this 
month when he was banned for 
one match last night. 

The 32-year-old former Great 
Britain forward will miss this 
Sunday’s Wembley rehearsal at 
St Helens but will be free from 
suspension in time for next Fri- 
day's match against Wigan and 
the final on 27 April. 

Fairbank was sent off for a 
high tackle at Sheffield Eagles cm 
Good Friday -a dismissal which 


Sampras has a struggle 


Pete Sampras, the top seed 
from the united States, fought 


Australia's Patrick Rafter to 
reach the quarter-finals of the 
Hong Kong Open yesterday. 

The defending champion, 
Michael Chang, seeded to meet 
Sampras in the final, also had 
a few anxious moments before 
reaching the last eight with a 
7-5* 6-3 win over Hendrik 
Dree km mm of Germany. 

Sampras had difficulty cop- 
ing with RafieFs big-kicking ser- 
vice but was solid on his own 


serve as he came through with 
a 6-3, 7-6 victory. Rafter, who 
has been out of action since the 
Australian Open in January 
because of a wrist injury, 
matched Sampras for long pe- 
riods but the world No 89 cou jd 
not live with the American in 
the vital second set tie-break. 
■ Thomas Muster, the world 

No 1 from Austria, who has been 
struggling to justify his new po- 
sition, reached the quarter-finals 
of the Estoril Open clay-court 
event in Portugal after beating 
Spain’s Carlos Moya 6-4, 6-2. 


Beadsworth stays in hunt 


Sailing 

Andy Beadsworth,Bany Parkin 
and Adrian Stead- are pro- 
gressing strongly fo the elimi- 
nation trials in SahRemo, Italy, 
to find the 13 countries from 

Europe to contest the_Soling 
class at the Olympics this year, 
writes Stuart Alexander: 

• They were fourth .after six 
races with four left to safl. Al the 


uauway main ***- 

nations on Lake Garda, Glyn 
Charles ana" George Skoudas 
have hauled themselves just out 
of the danger zone, lying 13th of 


the 15 who will qualify, but with 
five more races to run- 
In-Wfcrsash the twins, Sally 

and Jessica Cuthbert, are second 

in the RYA Holt National Youth 
Championships by one point 
from Gillian Hooton ana Jen- 
nifer Heeley after five races with 
two more on today's final day. 
The Cnthberts are the reigning 
world youth champions, with 
Sally looking for a fourth cm- 


420 is led by Chris Draper and 
Daniel Newman, the Laser boys 
by Owen Modral and the Laser 
Radial girls by Briony Percy. 


Athletics 

Poland's Wanda Panfil, the women's 
London Marathon winner in 1990 and 
runner-up In 1989, has withdrawn 
from this year's event on 21 Apri 
illness, after being bitten by an insect 
during attitude training. 

Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE Deere* 7 Seattle 3; BaM- 
more 3 Ctertana 2 IlDMngs); TorortD 1 Cat- 
liwra 2. Postponed: Boston v Mirawsota. 

national ifflGuestLausJ Mmete l: Hous- 
non 5 San Franoaca 1A Colorado 10 Queaw 
Ci&s 9 i Ptnsbudi 6 r m n d iJ pt M 7; Ondnrad 
9 New Vtek Matt 7: Loo Angtos 9 Attmffl 2: San 
Deg) 3 Honda 0. 

Basketball 

NBA: Boston IK HMangnn 123; Cfcriotee 95 
Miami 116; Demit 32 Ewriefctta 76; Onsn- 
tfo 116 Ometad 104. Mmesota SO tA lafc- 
erc m: Uah 103 Hxww 79: San Amato 105 
Vancouver 62: Seatde 10S Sacramento 89. 

Cricket 

Nigel Briefs, the Leicestershire opener, 
could ituss the fast two months of the 
season after undergoing Knee surgery. 
John North, an afl-roumJet has joined 
hterthampoinslwe on a two-month triaL 
Cofin Stuart, the Guyanese pace bowte; 
has been cailed up to replace the in- 
jured Cuty Ambrose in the West Indies' 
13-mart squad tetomomw's one-day 
HiSsmationala^nstteWbddC^twv 
nere, Sri Lanka. 

1 8QW® (One-day hfltni a BMiM 
* Sri Lanka, Port Of Spate, TYtoittod, tomorrow: 

c««ui WaSM-SOwtepau!, Biot. 
PS "™ K > RHSta.iMma. C Bmra. ft Hsp. 
er, L Mums, I BcAop. S Wiuarra. CSiart 
TOWMfiffl (IQqptiiMi, St Vtaccnc fln*l dqr 
«rffl^NwZaaandai8ft)r3CeatSi i F«rTv 
« ®L A C Pne 59. N J As3e 55} and 20# 
** c >ems Siipj; Wes Jndes Bore a 15B 
gCamp QM79,CQwra 5-29) and 209. New 
ZmandwinbylBSiuM. 


Football 

The Bratton champions BoSfqgahave 
sacked their coach, Mannho Perez, 
halfway ttroygji a*wo.game Sip 2j Chile 
after a poor start to the new season. 


Supporters of the French League lead- 
ers, Auxeme, wM be barred for their own 
protection from tomorrow's French Cup 
semi-final in Marseille. Although extra 
units of not police have been request- 
ed, Marseille said they felt unable to 
guarantee the security of visiting fans. 
Feyenoard ha* bougtt 250 tickets from 
their own fans to stop them travelling 
to next Thursday’s European Cup Win- 
ners' Cup match at Rapid Vienna. Last 
month (Jefa banned the Dutch dub's 
supporter firom attenefing the sem-fina, 
second-leg match, following crowd 
trouble at Feyenoord's quarter-final 
against Borussra Monchengadbach hi 
Germany. 

Phrt Masmga and Lucas Radebe, both 
of Leeds United, and the Wtolues forward 
Mark WBBams have been included in 
South Africa's squad tor the friemfly m- 
tEmational agarnst Brazil's Olympic ade 
in Johannesburg on 24 April. 

SOUTH AB3CA SQUAD (FrtoncBy v BcazJ 
Olympic n, Mwmfaure. 24 April]; Goal- 
kaeperK Aiand»a (Ceps Town Sous). Aadcr- 
*on (Umao Bucks'. Defondcn: Fbti (Ortando 
PVattsl. Matzuntf fttsmetod Suvfamns), Hyattf 
fKacwCJvlefc, RattoiM ftj*ds Uafl, TewBy, TbW- 
amtw fflaaerOwfc), TudwrlPiwona Qijl, Md- 
ftoUera: Buttmtad fUmniodi Sundowns), 
Khmmlo (Columbus Crew. US), MasfMo 
(Mametofl SUKtonre), Mktariela (Ortando Prases), 
Nodfee {Kacor Chefs). Hoed (Ortando Prassi. 
Mastoni (Hocwfcjwr.TurtO. THder Atafa 5e- 
tutoJ, Ptx). SWknncBartJeO (Colorado RafBifc. 
US). Marin* (Inode Utdl, Stotar {Heferid. 
Wttams Antes). 

Liverpool's mxJfiefder Karen Burt® is set 
to mum for England in their penulti- 
mate European Wsmen's Championship 
qualifier against Croatia in OsijeK on 18 
ApnL Ergsnd, beaten 2-1 by Italy in 
Cossraa last month when Burke was 
misssTg through frtfuiyi currenty fie sec- 
ond in Group Three and win be looking 
to repeat their performance when they 
bear Croatia 5-0 m November. 

ENGLAND WOMEN'S SQUAD (European 
OwrapJowUp Stoop Throe v Croatia, Ori- 
#*, SB Apri fc Cope IMAwafl], Lacey (Wes 
Ham), Hampton (Cmydoni. Mapes (Croydon). 
Mariay flsaaon i. Wheatley (Arena)). Phffitp 
(l&Dwatn. Dam (Croydon). Burke Itnerpoof). 
Smith riVewfeyt, ceufoni (Doncaster), 
Wflfiwm lArenaC, ProroS 'Crojdon), Suddey 
Elder (Dcnsasrl. Procter ©W/don). 


he feared could cost him his last 
chance of playing in a Cup final 
Halifax, beaten in their first 
three Super League matches, 
will be without Paul Anderson 
and Graeme Hall as for the next 
two matches after they were sus- 
pended by the League’s disci- 
plinary committee last night 
Anderson was sent off for a 
high tackle in Lhe Good Friday 
match against Oldham and Haf- 
] as was later ordered to appear 
on a similar charge after an ap- 
praisal of the video of an inci- 
dent in which Oldham's Rob 
Myler bad his nose badly broken. 

Hallas and Anderson wifi start 
their suspensions by missing 
tonight’s match at \teutmgton. 


WEDNESDAY'S LATE RE8UUTO: Endatoigb to- 
smnro Im&ib Ftat DivMx: M»m* 2 Brm- 
tagham a Bert's Seoafa* Iwgw Premier 
Dtvbhm: Cemc 1 Kttnonxjc* 1; Hearts a 
RengeraO.IctetaBMPromteDtvUorcYbad- 
ngO Boniirn Wx»l 3. Second DIiMhil lartra- 
heed 1 Brachnofl 3. Certten itophy eemHlaat: 
Banswao 2 TJbury 1 tetter eMra timej. UnBond 
Leap* PmmJer DMskxr Manu 4 > 0- R .i 

DhWoR BradftM Paik/wnue 0 Oong^ean a 
Prsddea^s Ct^p sen*-flna< second tee Baro- 
ber Bn^ 2 lAUtoop 2 2-3L Beaaer Honm 

imxgnm MkBmoU DtviskMK Buoaunam Town 

2 Buy Town 2: Evesham 1 SoMxjI 2; Racttig 

Club WanricK 1 Ftoddadi 3. Southern DMsion: 
Poole 0 Trowbridge a Dr Marteoe Cop seeV- 
final second leg Salisbury 1 Baktoek 1 <agg 
1-1; BakPxJt win on amy goafcj. Wtnetortead 
Kent League fm DtvMoiE Danfort l Carter- 
buy O; Fawnham 0 Rants G Fedmioa Brow 
my Norihem teerim firot Divklo« Murton 2 
V/fttOf 1: IMucMiam 0 Durham X; Tow Law 3 
Bitoon 0. Morlhei H Ooiarilee Beet I e egi e Pre- 
niar DMatec Goole 2 Br« L WMbhii Swonl 
TTOpbyBemMiaIflratl«£ljouitr 1 Pontefract 
2. North West DewliaB H«t DhWore 

Buiscough 1 Tiaffbrt L Un|et Sussex Coun- 
ty Lsgpn First DMsJoa; Peacehaven & 
efeam»3R*WT»>rO:Saamco3Lflr^wy&pom 
A, H erewarri Utend Ooonttes League Pr em ier 
DMsIok COffrmoe 2 soxtoid 2: Mtrriees 
EBacteane 0 Eyrtesbuiy 2. Inagua of wataE 
Qbw Vale 2 Alter Lido 2; IWywea 1 Caernsr- 
fen 2: htw Canffl 2 Briton Farrv l. Frees and 
Jamal Htfriand LeaSie: Ctadveaiddn 5 Fort 
Wflfcam SS Qrn Ran^taa FtasetbuOtO (aban- 
doned Zimin - kg): KMfl 1 Handy 2; Rothes 

3 Qgn 4. Poctins League First DMslair [9tx*- 
bum 2 Evenon 1: aoton 0 OBham 2; ManAessr 
Utd 4 West Bromwich 1; Notts Corny 2 New- 
castle 5: Sheffield Utd 1 Stoke L Second Di- 
vision: Aston VHta 1 Huddenfiekf 2; Btadvool 
2Bam£leyl;Leioeste3Manches&rCayO;Md- 
desbnu^t 1 Part Vale f YbA 2 Preston 2. UiW 
Kvieioii; Darkt&n 0 Lnoki 2: Doncaster 4 


W&n 1; FfecMaie 4 Shrewbuy 4; Scaitoroujfi 
2Ches*ertWl-Scunif»ipeOChester6;S»clt- 
poR2BuyQ;VAtMvem3Cteksiet.A»OB|n- 
sunnee Cmntxnsuon PM DMsion: DnsaiOty 
0^ Tcuwham 3; Bnsoi Rouen 0 Luton 0; Chefcea 
3l{KWKh3;Southarn(>)Dn20tfordLRdO;Swn- 
don l Bngntnn Q; MmblBdon 7 wadoa3.Sae- 
and Dtvtsioa: Ptymouth S Cheflenham 0: 
Torquay 1 Bournemouth <1. (taRtei Leacro: Ata- 
lenta 1 Often pen 22l Etarl 2 [Proto 70. 77); 
Caglan 1 (Vfia 32) Mian 2 (Ttepct Qg30: Srt- 
va og 78); InEmazionBie 0 Sempdona 2 (Chfese 

•13. pen 681: Juvenna 2 fRiart* 2« Vcehawd 
S4) Udinese 1 fSaoppa 15): Lazn 4 IWirxer 14, 
Sewi 33; ten 52; Caa^* 83) RwwmSna 0; 
Napob 1 'Baghassatn 30 )Tonno 0; FMM 1 
IVIeowc 83! Rome 2 (Fonseca 45; Csojhri 82); 
Parnia 2 (ftiussrSfi. Zola 90) OteWesa O; 
acenzB 0 Vicena 1 (Rossi 29 1. LstuBitg posi- 
tions: l f.tian (P39, Pts63i; 2 Juremus 
£29-57); 3 FenrC/ra C»63). Camtao Laagiie: 
Munch 1 iKSnsmam s&i St Pa* 1 


who have agreed to sell Michael 
Ford to Wticefield Trinity. Kelly 
Shelford replaces him at scrum- 
halt with Mateakj Mafi and 
Gary Chambers also coming into 
the starting line-up. Mark Jones 
and Sales Finau are dropped. 

Leeds have announced the 
first of three overseas signings 
that they hope to make within 
next week. He is Neil Picchi. a 
21-year-old loose forward from 
Hawkes Bay, who has also played 
for the New Zealand Maoris. 

Picchi has agreed a one-year 
contract with Leeds, who are 
also being linked with another 
member of last season’s Maori 
side, the former Hull Kingston 
Rovers half-back, Dean Clark. 


|SchMtsan&43): WectJar Bremen 2 iBescfioa- 
riytti y. UbbadSs81) Boussa M)rctien$xl]acii 
0; FortunaDCEseldorf2 (Werner oen 69: Mine 
og 73) Katersbutem 1 (Hulca 34). Top two: 1 
Bayem Munich (P27, PtsSDi 2 Bowssaa Don- 
mun0(2&-531.FranchlwagiM:Mgc2 (Pouge* 
17, 31) Basna 0: Lvon 1 (Maurice 13) Gumewnp 
1 iGrowtome pen 75j. Dutch 1 mi0ib: Feyeno- 
ort 1 Htoeman 74) Sparta FkwartBm 1 (Van 
dtr Lien 38). SpnMi Cup throb Afledco Madnd 
1 (Panoc 103) Baroeiona 0 farter etira time). 
PoruriMsa cup eewHtoate Peru 1 Spon- 
ng Lisbon 1 (*-): Berfica ? UnOo 0 
tatenrottOMl friendly Steflekj: Croats 4 (to- 
teri: 6. Suker 23. Panto 65, Sonic 75) Huf* 
©ay 1 (fia& 39). 


TSURUYA OPEN [Tokyo) LbwS«« flrat-rouid 
■con* UapaaMo unless stated): 67 P Senior 
(Aus). « Karorwro «u*sTOaral5uyo« Vbney^ 
n^KtesuMTateo^TOPMqWNimsyWB). 
71 'iotrssn haneto; S Gkm VUjst Rioten 
isrii; KazuKro TteumL 

Hockey 

WWSPS MTERNAnONAL (Btahan AUteyf: 
Brian 2 Nettiertanfe 5. 


Ico hockey 

NHL: Buffalo 5 Ottawa 2: Debut 5 Wnnpeg Z 
Hortda 1 Tampa Bar % New Jersey 1 Ptiitebe)- 
pho 5: W tereere 1 Wasbnemn 4; Pnsbugfi 
? MY binders 6; Odoredo 7 Anaheim 3: & 
monton 2 Dtefes 4; ls& Angeles 6 San Jose 2. 
«m»D CHAMH0NSW pndhowui): Latvia 6 
Japan 1 (Wed) Poland 3 Japai 3; Denmark 3 
NettreBnos ft Belarus 4 Swttertand 2; 

Rugby Union 

The International Rugby FbotbaB Board 
has appointed the 52-yearcAd Ameri- 
can-born Irishman, Thomas J Vlfecker. 
to the newiy-created position of chfof 
aecutnc. WSderwiB supervise and co- 
ordinate the transfer of IRFB activities 
from Bristol to Du&tan. 

Wtch Christie, who coached South Africa 

towewy over the New Zealand AB Btedte 
In last year’s World Cup find, resigned 
yesterday for pereoral reasons related 
to a long-standing health problem. He 
will be replaced by Andre Mari®aatf with 
Ray Mortlt remaining as assistant 
coach. 

SUPSf-12 (Hantaton, NZ): Wakaio 17 North- 
ern Transvaal 9, 



him of surreptitious dealing m al- sanctioned Fran Cottons 
lowing Fran Cotton, the former speech against the top elute at 
England prop (and one of the the last special meeting, in clear 
RFU len m) . * n attack violation of the gentlemans 
the dubs at last month's second agreement which we had then 
special general meeting, strictly adhered to, it is no won- 

Donald Kerr of EPRUC says der that he has new loathe rcrtv 
ihai there are no pre-conditions fidence and trust of the clubs, 
to re-opening dialogue with Unfortunately they are ^0, the 
the RFU, going so far as to de- RFU is 2,000. 


Fry under fire 
from police 


Football 

PHIL SHAW 

Barry Fry, the Birmin gham City 
manager, may face censure by 
the Football Association after 
forecasting that Wednesday’s 
First Division match at Milhrall 
“could be a time bomb". 

After the game, the return 
fixture of a match last Novem- 
ber that was marred by crowd 
trouble, 120 Metropolitan po- 
licemen, supported by officers 
on horseback, baton-charged 
I 150 MfllwaD fans outside the 
New Den. A brick hit the Birm- 
ingham team bus. but did not 
break the window. 

Chief Superintendent Ken 
Chapman criticised Fly’s “in- 
apropriate” remarks, saying: 
“It was never going to be an easy 
match, but it was certainly not 
helped by comments from peo- 
ple who I believe should have 
known better." An FA spokes- 
woman said that statements by 
Birmingham officials “did not 
escape our attention”. 

Leeds United plan a major 
overhaul of personnel during 
the summer -but their embat- 
tled manager, Howard Wilkin- 
son, wfll be overseeing it rather 
than leaving. 

Wilkinson received fresh sup- 
port yesterday from Leeds' man- 
aging director. Bill Fotherby, 
who has become actingchainnan 
after Leslie Silver's resignation 
on health grounds. “I know all 


the manag ers in the Premiership 
and First Division, and Howard 
is better than 90 per cent of 
them," Fotherby said. “We have 
a good sound base here with the 
young players, and now we need 
some fresh and experienced 
players." 

Everton's designs on the 
£4m- rated Gary Speed are well 
known while Arsenal may fol- 
low up their interest in Gary 
McAllister. Brian Deane, Rod 
Wallace, Carlton Palmer and 
Tomas Brolin are also likely to 
be sold to finance signings. 

SiWeT, who retains the con- 
trolling interest in the club's 
shares, warned: “It’s going to be 
a very difficult s umm er with a 
lot of recruitment to do, new 
players to come in and new sys- 
tems to develop.” 

Faustino Asprilla and Keith 
Curie wfll face the FA on 30 
April over their infamous tan- 
gle when Newcastle visited 
Manchester City. The England 
winger Darren Anderton 
played his first full 90 minutes 
since September in a Tottenham 
reserve team match at Bristol 
City on Wednesday night. 

lvano Bonetti, Grimsby's for- 
mer Juventus midfielder, yes- 
terday pledged his future to the 
club and may reappear in to- 
morrow’s match against West 
Bromwich Albion. Bonetti has 
not played since February, when 
he suffered a fractured cheek- 
bone in an altercation with Bri- 
an Laws, the player-manager. 


Rough for Diamonds 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 

The battles for the two available 
promotion places to the GM 
Vhuxhall Conference are both 
becoming tight, tense contests. 
Hayes, the Ids League leaders, 
are only one point ahead of the 
second and third-placed teams 
while, in the Beazer Homes 
League, Rushden & Diamonds 
are finding life tough al the top. 

Since spending a non-League 
record fee of £85,000 to prise 
the striker Carl Alford from 
Kettering, Rushden have found 
points hard to come by and now 
lead Halesowen Tbwn - who are 
also eligible for promotion - by 
only two points, although Rush- 
den have a game in hand. Al- 
ford scored on bis debut at 
home to Halesowen but could 
not prevent a 2-1 defeat - and 
there was worse to come: a 

1- 0 home loss to lowly Dorch- 
ester in their next match. 

Alford scored an 8Sth-minute 
winner as Rushden sneaked a 

2- 1 success over Cambridge 
Gty on Easter Saturday but, on 


WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: cotnrie 
Outa* ChamptofrtWp National League Onto 
OouMKW 16 Ban ID. WHfc Corot Htxxnfa 
Cop: Royal Navy 12 RAF 14. 

Snookmr 

The World Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association decided yoerdsy 
that wold ranking euentswi he restnesed 
to 96 players from the 1997/98 sea- 
son. The move wfll dispense with six or 
seven qualifying rounds for each of the 
circuit's 10 ranking events at Blackpool 
each summer. Other players will com- 
pete on B and C circuits to earn places 
in a four-week summer qualfykig school, 
to which those finishing in places 65- 
96 on toe main tour win be relegated. 


Speedway 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: ProntaMr 
loafua: Long Eaton 53 ScotWtfi Monaichs43; 
Hul 58 Cowray 37. Wtarfei cnmpkMtifa BrtWl 
nroMIntelpaaterlKTaiunrtondan) i&2=P 
Himy (London] 12; 5 WBson (Braafertfl 12; 4= 
N CoOns (Bede VUe) 10; R Morton (Raadrig) 10: 
CSmnetewei (Long Eaton) 10. 

Tennis 

ESTORIL OPEN CUtooo) Socood roumt A Cof- 
reijo ISp) lx I ICr Rep) £W 6-2: T Muner 
<AU)bTC Mop (50) 6*4 8-2. 

MDUN OPEN {tew PCM) Men’s dngM«,H«- 
odd muni: A FMutoocu (Get) b| W iwwj (SA) 
B-l 6-t C Carttu Rj M N Kufti {Swej 7-6 7-5: 
B BSck (Zm) M D Sdpsibni (G8) 6-1 6-2; J Got- 
mert fFrt K J Wmmk (Haft) frl 6-3. 

HOWJ KONG OPEN Stottd round: D Pmasri 
(GerJ BT W AfWirs (AUS) 6-4 6-4; S MatsuokS 
papan} ta u Vtacdferte tta} 6-4 2-6 6-4; I 
Semen* (Netfi) IX K Cadsen (Den) 6-3 6-4; T 
woomme (Aus) In T Johansson l$*e) 6-1 6-2 
R Krsjkxk (Non) Hi A Vsuuw (Rug) 7-6 6-3; M 
Demm (CzReoiteG Poza m) 6-3 6-2; P 5am- 
pix (US> M P ftefter (Aus) 63 7-6; M OerE (US) 
KHDrertmww iGert T-S6-3. 

BAU5CH AID LDM8 CHAMPtOCWPS (ARKfiA 
taAwi, Horfct4 Seeond rond: A Sanchez Vt- 
»» (SpnxC papadaki iQrl 6^> 7-6;MJFer- 
nandez (USI tx R Znoatara (Stoak) 6-3 6-3; 
S Hack LGer) bt A Decftaume^alarat (ft) 6-1 
6ft M McGrath (US) b! K Rnakk Sunhel (US) 

1-6 6-3 6-2 V Marantei rGal bt E Uakans iRusj 
7-5 5-7 6- 1: P Suarez lArg) tx R Dmgomr mom) 
7-5 6-2; T Jecmenica (Ytg) H K Mated iBuft 
64 3-6 6i. W ProtJK iGef) m L NetJanti (UK) 
7-562: V RuBoo-PascualiSp) teLGmrana-RuB- 
h IFD 6-2 61 


Monday, despite Alford’s third 
goal for his new club, they 
crashed to a 4-1 defeat at Sud- 
bury Town, for whom the former 
Birmingham City striker Ian 
Brown struck all four goals. 

Al the top of the Iris League, 
Hayes also have a game in 
hand over their two closest ri- 
vals - but they will have to hit 
preak form in the run-in to see 
off the challenge of second- 
placed Enfield and third-placed 
Yeovil. All three dubs are eli- 
gible for promotion. 

Another leading Iris League 
club, St Albans City, lost their 
player-manager last weekend 
when Allan Cockram resigned 
just three days after agreeing a 
new three-year contract with the 
Clarence Park club. 

Cockram, who last night filled 
the managerial vacancy at Qiert- 
sey, effectively quit during last 
Saturday’s East Anglian Cup lie 
against Sobam when he substi- 
tuted himself after 65 minutes of 
the match and removed his shirt 
on the pitch. “What he did was 
a disgrace. He has let the club 
down," Bernard Tbminey, the St 
Albans chairman, said. 


Football 

BASS RUSH Cup Semi-final: Gteuron v 
Cnsadws (7.301 (xvtMsorPaiK Bedfast). 
BQRD GAB LEAGUE OF l&AND Premier 
Division: Bohemians v Unterstiy Cortege 
Dublin (745): Drogheda v Dundalk (7.45); 
St Patrick's Athletic v Galway (7.4SJ; Aitv 
tane v Shettnume (&Q). 

Rugby League 

STONES SUPER LEAGUE: lAfarnn^lnn u Ha(- 
tin (7.30). Second Division: Barrow v South 
Wales (7.30). 

Speedway 

WORLD CHAMPXMSHP British aen»fi- 

nal (7.45) (at Oxford). 

PREMIER LEAGUE: Belie Vue v Exeter 
(7.301; fleifirtxsrougp v Reading (7.30). 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


30 


The height .in inches 
(76.2cm) ofthe most sought 
after and lire most difficult to 
win piece of silverware in foot- 
ball - the RA Carting Prem- 
iership trophy. Made from 
sterling silver, the trophy 
weigrs 191b 4oz (9kg) and is 
worth £21,000- 
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Clubs’ pull-out leaves rugby on 
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Rigby Union 

STEVE BALE 


With barely three weeks of this 
season remaining, English rug- 
by’s leading dubs yesterday com- 
menced divorce proceedings 
from the Rugby Football Union. 

Irreconcilable differences oyer 
the administration and financing 
of the new professional game 
have caused them to announce 
their withdrawal from next sea- 
son’s RFU league and cup com- 
petitions to ploy in their own. 

In desperation the dubs - the 
20 in the First and Second Divi- 
sions who constitute English 
Professional Rugby Union Clubs 
- have thrown themselves on the 


good offices of the RFU presi- 
dent BiD Bishop, as the only me- 
diator now capable of effecting 
a mutually acceptable resolution. 

The dubs want to run au- 
tonomously and receive direct- 
ly the income generated by their 
competitions, which have a sig- 
nificantly different format from 
those announced by the RFU on 
Tuesday. 

As thing s stand, the chibs and 
the nnion~~each say they are the 
only ones to have compromised 
during three months of increas- 
ingly fraught discussions. 

“Even at this late hour we be- 
lieve that a compromise solution 
must be reached with the RFU, 
otherwise there will be a split in 
the sport for which the RFU will 


be held responsible” 

Donald Kerr of Harlequins, 
the EPRUC chairman, said in 
concluding a lengthy statement 
“We are therefore appealing to 
the president to step in and use 
his authority to find a way for- 
ward before there is an irrevo- 
cable break between the dubs 
and union.” Accordingly, Kerr 
yesterday wrote to Bishop to this 
end. “I have had conversations 
with Bill Bishop and I am hope- 
ful that he will progress matters 
as we hope,” Kerr added. 

A dubs’ plan is already in place 
for a two-tier European compe- 
tition, a domestic league to be 

kno wn as the Fngtish Pnnffra nra 
and an Angk>Wc; h competition 
comprising a full 24 dubs. In 


straig ht co ntradiction of die 
RFU, EPRUC says it has broad- 
casters and sponsors ready to step 
in with the £Im they each require 
to fund professionalism next 
season. 

Meanwhile, die dobs also for- 
mally expressed their anger at 
and inability to deal with Cliff 
Brittle, chairman of the RFU ex- 
ecutive, and have grown so hos- 
tile to him that any reconciliation 
will remain virtually impossible 
as long as be heads the union’s 


[as recently as Tuesday Brit- 
tle, who was elected by the RFU 
grassroots in January in the face 
of the executives’ unanimous 
opposition, absolutely refused to 
step aside and repeatedly insist- 


ed he had the RFU negotiators* 
full support. And last mght Brit- 
tle was just as firm. “The RFU 
muyr maintain overall control of 
the game in the interests of all 
its members,” be said. 

It was the dubs’ infuriated re- 
sponse to Tuesday's implacable 
RFU position as articulated by 
Brittle that caused them to hold 
yesterday’s EPRUC board meet- 
ing in London. For now they re- 
main members of the union and 
will join about half of the mem- 
bership in staying outside the of- 
ficial competitive structure. 

Crucially, the dubs say they 
have the support of the leading 
players, but we can now expect 
an auction with the union for 
their servioes, since those who opt 


out of the Courage Champi- 
onship could hardly be expect- 
ed to be considered favourably 
for England. Jack RowelL the 

Fnglanri manag er. COUid be £X- 

cused far being in despair. 

EPRUC also claimed to have 
the foil support of their Welsh 
co unte rparts — and even of the 
Welsh Rugby Union, which is 
supposedly not interested in the 
Anglo-Wefeh competition laid 
down by the RFU. 

Finally, they have an impor- 
tant body of support among the 
RFU executive members whom 
Brittle chairs and are now rely- 
ing on their influence being ex- 
excised in support of Bishop 
and a settlement 

Brittle's mandate comes from 


the mass of small dubs who vot- 
ed for him against the RFU com- 
mittee's own nominee t hree 
months ago. This explains why 
the RFU has become so 
adamant in its refusal to cede tte 
slightest authority. Brittle is 
dearh' charged with preventing 
a few clubs hijacking the umon. 

“It's obvious it's an amateur 
organisation running abody for 
amateur clubs,” Fteter Wheeler. 
Leicester's chief executive and an 
EPRUC spokesman, said yes- 
terday. “But we are not amateur 
clubs" any more. The Rugby 
Union have made it clear they 
haven’t got any more money to 
fond the professional game than 
they had last year.” 

The crux of the problem has 


become apparent 
lieves the RFU fojf 
- because of tbe£35m debiqc- 

aledbyre-buiJdii^Twkkenham 
_uor willing to ffacutewam 
needed to pay for the P n * es ’ 
skmalism the RFU’s own rep- 
resentatives accepted at tap 
International Board last Aligns. 

The ball is now back m the 
anion's, or at anv rale BiD Bish- 
op’s court. “'Wfe allrealisethat to- 
re therwemust be stronger than 

if we are apart." Wheeler said. 
“We are moving to .the poml 
where we are staring down the 
barrel -and at that point com- 
mon sense has to prevail TThe 
trouble is one man’s common 
sense is another’s ntmsense. . 









Photograph; Stephen Munday/Allsport 


New Zealand's Frank Notoflo ifrives up the second fairway of Augusta National during the first round of the US Masters yesterday 


60th US MASTERS: The cattle farmer from Crewe has a round of 69 but Phil Mickelson leads. Tim Glover reports from Augusta 

Gilford 
beefs up 
his game 


On a decibel level, David Gilford 
barely registers and yesterday he 
lei his golf do Lhe talking to'ap- 
pear on the leaderboard after the 
first round of the 60th Masters. 
The man from Crewe, who fin- 
ished joint 24th on his debut here 
last year, shot 69 in a round of 
highs and lows that was extra- 
ordinary even by Augusta Na- 
tional's standards. 

Gilford, who 
tends a herd of 
40 Hereford 
cattle (no BSE 
but their value 
has plummet- 
ed), led briefly 
here 12 months 
ago and yester- 
day he was in 
spiended isola- 
tion at four un- 
der par when he 
walked to the 16th tee. The 16th 
is a classic par three of 170 
yards, 160 of which are over wa- 
ter. Gilford chose a 6-iron and 
there was little wrong with his 
selection of dub. 

The ball arced through the 
pale blue sky and came to rest 
about 30 feet short of the flag. 
The trouble is the hole had 
been cut back right of the green 
and Gilford’s first putt lost mo- 
mentum as it tried to negotiate 
the slope. The ball, which for a 


CARD OF THE COURSE 

HQtfi Yards 

Par 

Hole Vbrris Par 

1 400 

4 

10 

485 

5 

2 555 

5 

11 

455 

3 

3 360 

4 

12 

155 

4 

4 205 

3 

13 

485 

5 

5 435 

4 

14 

405 

3 

6 180 

3 

15 

500 

4 

7 360 

4 

lfi 

170 

4 

8 535 

5 

17 

400 

4 

9 435 

4 

18 

405 

4 

Out 3/465 

36 

In 

&460 38 

Total 6325vds 


moment seemed to come to 
rest two feet from the hole, 
rolled back down the hxD and the 
Englishman could only stand and 
watch as it gained pie. He was 
now 10 feet further from the hole 
than he was in the first place. 

Gilford, having learnt his les- 
son, put more beef into his 
next putt and the ball finished 
four feet above the flag. He 
missed and fi- 
nally walked off 
the bole called 
Redbud with a 
four-putt dou- 
ble-bogey five. 
Mad putting 
disease afflicts 
many golfers at 
Augusta Na- 
tional but to his 
credit Gilford 
did not appear 
to let the experience rattle him. 

At the 17th he hit a beautiful 
9-iron approach shot to within 
four feet and rolled in the putt 
for a birdie three, which got him 
back to three under par for the 
round. If the 16th had been cru- 
el to Gilford, the par five 13th, 
which goes by the name of Aza- 
lea, was generous to a fault The 
hole measures 485 yards and af- 
ter hitting a cracking drive Gil- 
ford had 183 yards to the pin. 

The green is protected by a 


as® 


stream in front and a battery of 
bunkers behind and the ^lem- 
ma facing every player is 
whether to go for it or lay up 
short of the water. Gilford went 
for it with a 3-iron, the ball fin- 
ished 10 feet from the hole and 
he knocked in the putt for an 
eagle three, thank you very 
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Worm leaden nfogiiidc 


Thursday's Solution 


ACROSS 

Bun left unfinished (stomach 
upset) in the countryside (7) 
Young tree - it’s fading with 
one cut (7) 

Superior imposcr of penalty? 

l^Lourccfiii, putting most of 
lines on a slate (9) 

Church leader in Rome held 
back about line in historical ac- 
count (9) 

Died in the fog, right in Lbe 
centre (5j 

Words of song piercing the dis- 
gustingly rich (5) . 

I show the way to a raving lu- 
natic (9) 

Politician's a good chap? One 
inviting in crooked mates! (9) 


sniaHy attractive giri, one 
ditched by any MP with a hint 
of honesty (5) 

21 Nearly all inferior shots go 
here? (5) 

23 Unwilling to work in accor- 
dance with the 9-to-S system? 

25 bne not caught in a romantic 
entanglement? Hardly! (9) 

26 Hide one raccoon-tike mam- 
mal (5) 

27 First male worker's not to be 
shifted (7) 

28 Old plancjpcrhacs carrying 
millions? That's the limit (7) 


DOWN 

Lie upside-down, lo 
cd from pub. affect 
blc vision? (7) 


2 Criminal with field, we bear, 
for flowering plant (9) 

3 Film actress luaching newoom- 
er initially (5) 

4 What signifies dog's at home? 
A den, a stick, and Master 
(4,5) 

5 Look to get Prince involved in 
pany(5) 

6 Bird beading for pole - a mi- 
grant, seen flying (9) 

7 The old story - one Irish par- 
liament brought up (5) 

8 Old King- a consumer on a 
bigger scale (7) 

14 Soft drink — takes the best, 
with a party coming up (5,4) 

16 Let native om for air (9) 

17 Calm or consumed with anger? 

18 Pmsislcnoc shown by Francis 
of Assisi, say, with a bird (7) 

20 Aggressive tailless pig standing 
before entrance lo field? (7) 

22 Graduate embracing pale mas- 
ter (5) 

23 Opening jump? Famous ath- 
lete. say. takes it (5) 

24 Discretion involves one by im- 
plication (5) 


by do u- 
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much, at the last leg of the trin- 
ity of holes known as Amen 
Comer. Lucky 13. If that ap- 
peared to be perfect way, ap- 
pearances can be deceptive. 

The Crewe cowboy actually 
mishit the 3-iron. Had he played 
the shot as he intended he would 
have gone tfotxjgh the green. "It 
was a combination of too much 
dub and a poor shot,” Gilford 
admitted. Gilford also had a 
stroke of luck at the second, 
where be pulled his approach 
shot left and his ball struck a 
spectator and rebounded lo the 


edge of the green. Two pacts gave 
him a birdie four and he also 
biidied the third. 

Gilford said he was better 
prepared for this tournament 
than at any other. Asked if he 
could win the Masters, Gilford 
whispered in the affirmative. “I 
like the course,” he said, ’’and 
that’s always an advantage. 1 
don’l think the greens are too 
severe. It’s a challenging course 
and the punishment for a bad 
shot can be brutal.” 

As Bob Tway remarked, af- 
ter coming home in 31 in a five 


under par 67, it was a ‘‘beauti- 
ful morning for golf.” There 
were no clouds on the horizon 
and no wind to disturb the aza- 
leas in their beds. Even so, 
Twa/s round was surprising 
on account of his poor record 
at Augusta NarionaL Hb last ap- 
pearance here was in 1991 
when he missed the halfway cut 
“I’ve been watching the tour- 
nament on television,” the 36- 
year-old from Oklahoma said, 
“and maybe I learned some- 
thing from that.” 

Tway got his first birdie at the 


eighth and had a stunning back 
nine with five birdies, three of 
them on Amen Corner. “I 
wasn't struggling to make par 
and that’s important out here,” 
he said. Tway is two strokes be- 
hind Phil Mickelson, who was 
even hotter on the back nine, 
coming home in 30 in a round 
of 65, seven under. 

John Daly, the Open cham- 
pion who was paired with the 
former Masters champion Nick 
Faldo, sliced his drive so for right 


ball sailed through a forest of 
pines but when he hit his sec- 
ond back through, the baD clat- 
tered into one of the pines and 
travelled no more thanTZOyanfc. 
Then the forme rWfld Hung hit 
a brilliant third shot to wUh four 
feet of the flag andinade ihe 
putt to save par. Edgp^&ho was 
75 yards behind D&y wiih his 
drive, at least found the fairway 
and he loo made par. 

Daly capitalised with, three 
birdies in five holes and Faldo 


off the first tee he nearly end- also picked up shotswith birdies 
ed up in the parking lot. Daly’s on the third and eighth.; 


EARLY FIRST-ROUND SCORES 


US unless stated; 

* denotes amateur ' 

: \K v; ; :«S 

P Mickelson' 


71 

T Aaron, J Mamed, F 
Nobilio tNZ), fT Price 
(2m) . J 


L Janzen 


TTtytw 


. 69 • ' . 

D Gllfaftf (GB), B Faxon 

/.'-to'-. ; •' 

P Azinger, S McCantxv 


73 

S Ballesteros (Sp) 

74 

D A Weibrlng, J Sluman 
. 75 

G Brewer, B Casper, T 
Kite ••• 


76 . . 

K Triplett. E Dougherty N 
Lancaster: T Herron, B 
Benntng&r 

78 

B Bryant.M McCumber 

: 81 
D Ford . 

82 

CCoody - 

WtMnaR P Jacoteeo 


pwaidorf.S Sntar 
aHoeniPSriwtaww; 

■R Ravd, DFlLQ{SA) • 
jaaffcjjnefJm. B Marfa- 
'S F^^-CWMmari- 


W ftuSta, M Broow 
BOassoo, B Puss 
; L«m.CROCCA(W . v i. . 
-SlYlECCBl.KPeoy 
M Catalans. 1 Huston 
FfixKPGosOoe 
T WatGOfi. S 0tawon t*u&) 
BCrwwww. TWaom 
H FALDO (GB>. I Qafy 
B LANGER (Gfffl. *J CoWMe in 
I rteteus. M CBmobeB VO 
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McCarthy handed FA 
Cup final ticket ban 


Football 


PHIL SHAW 


Mick McCarthy, the Republic 
of Ireland manager, was yes- 
terday banned from receiving 
FA Cup final tickets for 10 
years alter a Football Associa- 
tion investigation found that 
tickets issued to him had end- 
ed up on sale on the black mar- 
ket for £350 each. 

The action against McCarthy, 
coming barely a week after the 
FA published a blacklist of 36 
players and officials who passed 
on Cup final tickets, follows an 
inquiry by the game’s governing 
body, ’which was prompted by 
the findings of trading standards 
officers from Liverpool who 
conducted a survey at last year’s 
final between Everton and 
Manchester United. 

Among those the trading 


watchdogs interviewed were 
two Norwegians, who were 
among a party who parted with 
what the FA described as “huge 
sums” for tickets. The fans in 
question had paid £700 for a pair 
of £60 tickets. The FA was alert- 
ed and traced the tickets back 
first to Millwal] and then to Mc- 
Carthy, who was manager of the 
First Division chib at the time. 

An FA spokesman, Steve 
Double, said: “Mick McCarthy 
told us he had passed on the 
tickets lo an associate at face 
value, and had made no mon- 
etary gain from the transaction, 
which we accept. 

“But he was in breach of the 
terms and conditions he signed 
when he received the tickets. 
They state that tickets should 
not be passed on, with or with- 
out payment, unless you have 
the prior written consent of your 
county FA, club or the organi- 


sation which made the original 
allocation.” 

McCarthy's embarrassment, 
and that of his new employers 
at the FAI in Dublin, will no 
doubt be acute. There wfl] be red 
faces, too, at Lancaster Gate, 
though on this occasion the FA 
will be glowing with satisfaction 
at the timing of its pre-emptive 
strike against touting, which 
comes less than a month before 
this year’s final between Liver- 
pool and Manchester United. 

The FA came under strong 
pressure from the media and 
supporters' groups after both 
FA Cup semi-finals last month 
played to attendances below ca- 
pacity amid controversy over 
high ticket prices. Now it has 
been able to demonstrate that 
it does not pay lip service to sup- 
porters' complaints. 

Fry under fire, page 23 

Sports Letters, page 22 
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